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KAURI-GUM INDUSTRY

(REPORT ON THI) FOR PHE YEAR ENDID 21wt MARCH. 19309,

Presented Lo both Houses of the Geneval Vssembly porsiant to Section 5 of The Novwri-qum Fodustry
Jmendment et 1911,

Sig, - Departiient of Lands and BSurvey, Wellington, Ist August. 1039,
L have the honour to submit herewith the annual report under the Kaurt-gimy Industry
Amendment Aet, 19381, for the vear ended 31st March, 1939,
1 have, &,
R. G Macmorrax, Under-Seceretary,
The Hon. Frank Langstone, Minister of Lands.

Avrnoveir daring the vear there was o steady demand for high evade chip gum af o fuirly cood price,
there was a marked falling off in fnquivies for the lower grades of this fype of gumi, and e o whole
conditions in the market did not improve appreciably.

As in previous years, the sale o the higher-quality cum, suitable for use in the varnish trade,
remained sluggish o shipments were made to the United Kingdom, Canada, Austrabia, the United States
of America, Fiji, Japan, Netherlands, Sweden, France, Germany, and Ttaly, and, ws hitherto, (Gread
Britain took the bulk of these exports. The demand from America was poor, but suflicient to show had
there was still possibility for expansion in that direction.

Production during the vear was ample foneet afl demurads. T anpears, Towever, thei the presens
stagnant conditions prevailing will continue intil <uch time s kauri gom ean he prodoesd for
i a prurer form.

During the year rescarch work has heen carrvied oul by the Depactinent of Seienitfic and Industrial
Research in connection with the development of o process for the refining of the lower orades of kauri-
aum. Thiv matter s dealto with in detail in the Dominion Luboratory section of the anmiai report. of
that Department.

The Divector of Internal Marketing has supplied the following report on the Divicion s activities
in the kauregim narketing arrangements

I October, 1937, the Tnternal Marketing hividion undertook (¢ vender o moeastive of
assistance o kanvi-gum diggers by areangime minimam prices for varions tvpes and qualities
of guni at which buyers would operate.

I the event of buyers or merchants failing to purehase at these figures. the Division
agreed to find a market for diggers” gum. 1 s pleasing to be able to say that Buyers have
co-operabed with the Division to the fullest extent and i
make any purchases, although on many oceasions the 13
Luver at areanged prices.

< The objeet of the Dividion™s activitios has obviously heen to enable digeers to remain
on the fields, and the coufidence wiven the market by the Division’s action has mude this
possible. - Appreciation of the Government’s action has been expressed by kanrt gum diggers.

“The Division has alse investioated the inferna! and overseas markets, with the objeet
ol expandling and continuing sales,

T During the visit of the Hon. Minister of Marketing o America and ingland in this yeit
an opportunily was taken to meet gun-tmporicrs, with the object of encouraeing the further
tise of New Zealand’s lanri-guim.”
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