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and stock bridges aggreguting 105 11 m length were construeted.  Seventy acres were ploughed, 130
acres were sown in temporary pasture, 160 acres were sown in permanent pasture, and 120 acres were
SOWL 1IN Crops.

Raetibi Scheme.- The work undertaken during the year comprised 90 weres ol ploughing and the
erection of o 12 [t. bridge.

Ohakune Scheine. 69 chaing of old fenetng were repaired and 98 chaing of new tencing were erected.
An aren of BH acres was plonghed wnd 154 acres were top-dressed. A fotal length of 1,315 ft. of water-
pipe was laid, and 10 chains of drains were corpleted.

Navigr District.

Alurire Lagoon Reclasation.  The Ahurirt Lagoon, lormerly an extensive arm of the sea of some
7,500 wcres 1u area, is now heing drained and reclaimed Ly the Department on behalt of the Small-farms
Board. The lagoon was partially drained by the uplift of the jand which accompanied the disastrous earth-
quake of 1931, and this rendeved it conplete drnmage possible and also desirable on aceount of the great
prospective value ol the land due to iis proximity fo the Town of Napier.  This work was commenced
in 1934, and the method adopted has been to butld approximately 11 milos of stop-hank Lo protect the
flats from inundation by flood-water from the adjoining hills.

The internal draiage of the areus thus protected has to be effected by pumping, on account of
their being largely helow sea-level. Two pumping-stalions have been erected for thig purpose.

One of the chiel diflicultics connected with the reclamation work iy the removal from the soil of
salt left there by the sea which once covered its surfuce.  With a view to accomplishing this a special
system, comprising some 350 miles of snall dreaing, has been construeted.  These drains have been
dug in p.n'a]lvl lines 2 chains apart over the whole arca of lund.  Their purpose is to carry off the salt
in solution as it is lecehed oub of the soil, and tests which have been carried out by the Department of
Agriculture indicate that the amount of salt in the ground is being steadily decreased by this means.

An area of from 600 weres to 700 acres of the reclaimed lund has bheen put down in rye-grass and
harley, and the block, under the management of the Lands Departinent, s now carvying froni seven
thousand to cight thousand sheep, and approximately two hundred head of dry stock.

At the beginning of the year under review, the greater part of the block was still Hooded from the
disastrous storm of Anzac Day, 1938, As a consequence the fivst fow months of the year were largely
oceupied in dewatering the land and repairing flood damage, and this, unfortunately, caused a delay
of four to five months in the progress ol the work, which, however, 1s now practically completed.

The principal ttems deals with during the year have been the mmp?( tion of the metalling of some
26 mules of access roads, the topping-up of 11 miles of stop- 1)!11]\, and the conipletion of all drains. A
water-supply over the whole block lor stock-walering purposes has been designed and partly completed,
and a further 25 miles of feneing have been ercoted.

Apart from drainage, pumping, and gencral maintenance of roads and drains, a small amount of
topping-up of stop-banks, the completion of the wx.t«r -supply, and the completion of feneing, yeb remain
to be done, and it is anticipated that this work will be completed during the next fow m(mths. One
hundred and cighty men have been employed during the year.

IMPROVEMENTS 10 PURLIC SCHOOL GROUNDS,

Throughout the year an extensive programi was continued in connection with the Government’s
scheme for improving the grounds of pnblic schools. The preparation of })T'()[)()H:LIH and the exveution
of the works were under the control of the Public Works Department, but finunce was provided by the
Bducation Department and the Labour “(‘}MMHII(HIL the latter De ]nutnwni;’s conbribution being met
from the Employment Promotion Fund.  Autmportant feature of the year’s activities was the provision
of adequate play areas in many localitics where previously fow, it any, facilities existed for physical
and recreational exercise.

In addition to excavating, draining, ](‘\'(‘Hill"‘ and prading large playing-grounds, assembly arcas
were metalled and scaled, while at a number of se hools hasketh d.” (Lll(l tennis-courts were also constructed.
The planting of ornamental trees and shraby, the erection of fences, and the permanent surfacing of
paths, &, have vastly improved the sehool amenitios i numerous localities.

In the interests of the physical weltare of papils, several swimming-baths were constructed under o
special-subsidy basis granted by the Minister of Hdueation whereby School Committecs, assisted by
local l(}.\ld(‘]ltb, mnt‘nhutm{ towards the cost of imterials,

These general improvements were sarvied out at several hundred schools throughout the Donunion,
and the results are greatly appreciated by teachers, pupils, and parents.

HARBOUR-WORKS.

Awanvi Herbonr Dredging. - As o result of the mitial dredging carried out by the Depuartment
between August and Decenber, 1937, vessels Jm,\u hecn enshlod to work the port without imterruption,
and the Un}novul conditions have brought about an increase in trade.  Regular sailings are of
speelal importance i the export of butber, and to avert any risk of imterruption a small amount of
redredging was carricd out in August, 1938, eurly 1n the export season.  The annual revenue derived
from a small harbour-improvement rate has exceedad the anticipated amount, and should prove more
than sufficient to meet the full cost of wny further dredging or other improvement to the port which
may be needed in the future.
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