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flocd damage is as follows :—-

46,100
192,032
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10,433
5,000

£‘704 068

on the Fast Coast of the North Tsland

daring the flood have still to be met, and when the total cost of the damage is assessed it will be
found to be little short of the total damage during the Murchison and Napier earthquakes, when the
cost of restoration of highways was £280,000.

The sealing of highways, particularly the arterial routes, should result in a general reduction

of maintepance-costs, and the downward trend should, before long,
There are,

however,

These factors may be summarized as follows :(—

hecome evident.
several factors operating in the meantime to offset the accrued benefits.

(1) Although secaling saves the surface wear, much of the formation is still very
and will take a year or two in which to stabilize.
accelerated programme, more than the normal quantity of slips may be expected.
{2) There is

surfaces

greater

antil such
proportion of motor-vehicles to population is now one to five, the number of vchicles
having inercased from 287,350 to 305,828 during the year.
(3) The lo al bodies, having been relieved of the trunk routes, are concentrating, as far as
their funds will pernut, on improved maintenance on the highway feeder routes, with
consequent increased subsidy payments from the Board.
(4) During scaling operations 1t 18 necessary to intensify aintenance where there is any
delay between the time of completion of the metal surface and the application of the
bitwminous material, and, of course, the greater the programme in any one year, the
A regulation providing for

will

be the

fime

maintenance in

as the

this

direction.
reduction of speeds during reconstruction is urgently required.
(5) With the taking-over of the State highways, many sections on which reseals and
smoothing coats were overdue were given attention.

In the meantime,

green ’
due to the
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77 per cenb. of the highway system unscaled, and with the ever-increasing
number of vehicles operating increased expenditure
motor-vehicle-s

can be expected on gravelled
saturation point 18 reached.

¢

Considering the system as a whole, there has been a general all-round improvement in road

surfaces.

by motorists durmg reconstruction,
tetaporary and unavoidable,

when travel comfort will be greatly increased.
small section of motorists who “ hog

other road-u
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Most motorists,

however,

The great majority of complaints have referred to the unpleasant conditions experienced
recognize that these conditions are

and that 1t 1s only a matter of exercising a little care and patience

Too much cannot be said in deprecation of that
the road at all times,

They are a danger to themselves and
sers,  They are most unfair to the workmen, and have no regard for the Board’s
equipment, their own nachines, or any extra construction costs which their action might entail.

Tarte 1.—MAINTENANCE OF MaIlN HicrEwAyYs (INCLUDING BRIDGES).
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