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On the Oueenstown Tnverenraill State highway the Tiowther Deviation, which eliminates fwo
level railway crossings, has been completed by the erection of 110 ft, or bridging, and a length of
63 miles was reconstracted on the Carolime Dipton-Benmore section,

Sealmg was applied i Lunisden Township and Winton Borough,  Flood-alleviation works at
Mendewille on the Gore Luimsden lughway are in progress.

On the Lumsden = Te Anau - Milford Sound highway, work hias proceeded at the Hollyford end,
iscluding the Homer Tunnel in which, in spite of the four months™ interruntion by winter conditions,
the heading was advanced by 1.216 ft., leaving 1BR7 ft. to complete,

On the approacih road, constraction woark is pearing completion. One mile of formation,
33 miles of gravelling, and 85 1. of bridging were carried out during the yv:nr

At the Milford End D0 chamns of bush-clearing, 1) miles of formation, 142 1. of bridging, and
21 miles ol base-conrse have beein completed. llus \\mk i na forward s(’:m\, :m(l aceess by good
track to the tunnel-porfal sheuld be possible by the time the heading s through.

Much wseful work was corried out on comparatively short sections of county hichways, one of
the principal tens heing the reconstruction and sealing of 13 miles of the North Tnvercaretl] — Waikiwi
hghway.

Krminarion or Leven Ratmway CrossiNes
During the past yem £268,484 was spent on the elimination of level railway crossings, bringing
the total to date to £654,699.
The following table shows the progress to 3lst March, 1939, as compared with progress to
Slst March. 1938 -

As at As at
Rst March, 1938, 31s6 March, 1930,
Work completed .. .. - .. .. by 90
Contracts let and/or work in Band .. . . .. 56 30
Proposals completed . . - . .. Db 4
Proposals in hand .. .. . . 42 35
Surveys, &e., in hand .. .. .. .. 38 26
Investigated and deferred . .. .. . .. 28 35
219 220

The programme iz proceeding at o rate which bears a reasonable relation to the Board’s expenditure
as a whole, though niore progress might have been made had extra design and ficld stall” been available
and supplies of reinforeing stecl heen more read; ily obtainable.

Some of the eliminations ol lesser importance have heen undertaken somewhat ahead of their
turn simply because plans of structures already completed have been readily adapted to meet the
particular ease.  On the other hand, o few climimations of first importance call for special treatment
and are still awaiting survey and design.

Amongst these might be me nlmnw] the Waikanae and Ohau nwrbnduv\ in the Wellimgton district.
Both of these ()\mlnuwv are close to stream-crossings, and in each ease comprehensive design s
required.  In the case of the Waikanae railway-crossing, further surveys and investigation work are
in hand in order that alternative solutions eliminating this crossing can be considered.

Srarie Irduwavs.

During the p(\r'iml the major reconstruction activities have been on the State highways, though
the Board has indicated to local suthoritics that it is prepared to meet all of the reasonable requirementss
of sccondary or feeder highways in order that, ag far as possible, the improvement of the system as
a whole will synchronize.

There has been an inclination on the part of some to suggest that too large a proportion of the
funds available is being spent on the State systen. Mowever, there is no gainsaying the fact that the
routes which now form the State system did have first call on county finance while they were under
the contirol of the counties, and the Board could not, under any set of circumstances, allow feeder
routes to take preference over the main arlferies which are carrying by far the greater bulk of the
traflic.

Ag the trunk routes are completed, the funds will, it is anticipated, admit of an accelerated
programme on the secondary voutes, though it must he borne m mind that the scope of the
improvements to these routes must always be considered in relation to the traffic densities and general
requirements.

Vigrr or Insererion o e Sourn Isnann anp Conracr winr Tocar Boniks AND AUTOMOBILE
ASHOCIATIONS.

In acecordance with the Board’s wsual practice, contact has been maintained with local bodies
and automobile associations interested in the control of main highways, and during the year tours
of inspeetion were made to the southern portion of the South Tsland during the latter part of llnua,ly
and carly February, and the northern part of the same lsland was mspod((l towards the end of April.

Opportunity was taken to inspect wwajor works in progress, and several programmes for future
Improvements were considered in conference, in addition to which local problems brought forward
by the different Tosal-body and automobile association representatives were discussed and the Board’s
general policy outlined.
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