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PRAMARY  RDUCATION.

The lollowing table, classifying the ehildrens according to average age (in years) m the respective
classes as at the Tst July, 1938, enables a comparison to be made between State wards attending primary
sehools aund children (including Stade wards) sitending the same sehools,

The number of State wards atlendivy primary schools vwas (7100 while the proportion of Btate
wards to all pupils at that date was approxinmately 1 to THL

TABLE 6. —AVERAGKE AGES oF Stare Warps AND CHILDREN ATTENDING PRIMARY SCHOOLS.
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CHILDREN UNDER THE GUARDIANSHIP O PHIC SUPERINTENDENT OF THIE CITITLD
WELFARK BRANCIH.

At the 31st March, 1939, there were 4,286 children under control (exeluding those mentioned
under separate headings below), and of these, 2,064 were boarded out in foster- Inorms 843 were in
licensed situations ; B3T residing under Ticense with relatives and friends 1 209 were in vesidence at
yovernment receiving-homes (many of these only temporarily), training-farms, and training institutions;
236 in speeial schools for mentally baclkwaed children o and 51 in the four Roman Catholie schools
recognized under the Child Welfare Act. The remainder were in various private institutions,

TaBLE T.—S1AaTUS OF CHILDREN AND YOUNG PERSONS UNDER GGUARDIANSHIP OF THR
SurkrINTENDENT AT 1TOR 3lsT Marcm, 1939.

Status. i‘ Boys. | Girls. ‘ Totals.
In residence .. .. .. .. .. 147 112 ! 2HY
Boarded out .. .. . [,176 383 2,059
At service (includes 3 boys and 15 ﬂnls at day service) 535 308 843
With friends .. . .. .. 322 215 537
In hospitals, convalescent homcb &c . .. 84 41 125
In refuges, and cognate institutions .. 9 29 ‘ 31
In children’s homes registered under Part 1, L/llll( Wdfa,ro 23 ; 47 ‘ 70
Amendment Act, 1927

Absent without leave .. .. .. 13 3 ! 21
In Y.M.C.A. Hostel, AuckLmd .. .. .. 15 .. 15
In colleges and residential schools . . .. .. 4 14 18
In girls” hostel, Wellington .. .. 17 17
In 1c§1d(/ncc private 1nst11 utions (Ronmn C.lthohc) .. 28 23 | 51
In schools for mentally backward .. . . 166 70 : 236
In School for Deaf, Sumner .. .. .. 1 3 ! 4
Totals .. .. .. .. 2,628 | 1,763 1 4,286

YOUNG PIRSONS IN FEMPLOYMIENT.

At the 31st March, 1939, there were in employment 1,161 (738 males and 423 Iomql(w) State wards,
representing slightly more than one-fourth of the young people (4,286) under control.  Of those employed,
308 (202 males and 106 females) were residing with friends or velatives on leense (scetion 20 of the
Child Welfare Act, 1925), while the remainder (803) were supervised in situations hy Child Welfare
Officers.  Of the males (H36) supervised by Child Welfare Officers, 376 were farin hands (144 skilled
in dairy work and cheesemaking and 232 competent to millkk and carry out general farm-work),
36 factory employees, 14 lubourers, 14 store and shop assistants, 7 Post and Telegraph messengers,
6 mechanics, b clerks, 5 warchouse assistants, 5 bootmakers, b body-builders, 4 painter 4 clectrical
engincers, 4 cabinet-makers, 4 jockeys, 3 carpenfers, 3 freezing-works employees, 3 motor-drivers,
3 car-painters, 3 butchers, 3 Railway workshop employees, 2 weamen, 2 bakers, 2 panel-heaters,
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