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OUISAN M AT REERVIECHS,

The  Auckland Vincouver ocean-mail-contract service  niantained by the " Niagava 7 and
“ Aoyl 7 was performed regularly during the year,

Consequent upon the inauguration in August of the =ervice from Australia under the Kmpire
ait-mail scheme, the only mails despatehed by the contract (Auckland Vancouver) steamers and by
the Matson Line (Auckland  San Pedro) vessels duving the Jatler portion of the year were those for
America and idermedinte countries, and letteraails only for the Gontinent of Kurope. The marine
post-offices, which had heew in operation on the Vaneouver conteaet steamers sinee 192140 were elosed on
{he inanguration of the Hmpire aiv service.

During the year uppro(i:tl»lu wse was nade of vessels saitivg vin Panaima and via Cape Horn for
the despateh of mails Tor Great Britain and the Continent of Huvope.  These routes are now bheing
nsed for the despateh of all second-class maiks Tor Great Britain and Kurope, the use of the North
American route for this purpose having ceased with the inanguration of the Jmpire air service.

The New Zealind Australin service was maintaived during the vear by the " Awaten ™ and
“ Wanganella,” together with vessels of the Canadian Ausirabisian Royal Mail Line, the K.P.M. Line,
and the Matson Line.  During a period in Augnst and September the © Awatea ™ was replaced by the
“ Maunganui,” and for two trips i November and December the = Wanganella 7 was replaced by the
“ Westralin.”

A service bebween Bl and Melbourne was waintaived by the ™ Waitaki ™ during the period
April-October and by the = Maunganui 7 during the remmainder of the year.

Use was also made of cargo-vessels trading hetween New Zealand and Australia for the despateh
of mails for Australia and also mails for onward despateh by the Einpive air serviee,

A regular service to the Pacilic Islands wis maintained during the year.

ATR MATES,
INLAND.

Kxtensions fo the intand alr services were made on the 1hth March, wheu Messr=. Cook Stralt
Airways, Ltd inangurated o daily service between Nelson and Greymonth with calls at Westport
in both dircetions, and on the 20th Mareh. when Messes, Union Airways of New Zealand, Litd.,
inaugurated a thrice-weekly air servicr hetween Auckbind and Gishorne with calls at Tawranga: and
Opotiki i hoth directions.

The service previowsly operating between Muckland and Dimedin via New Plymouth, Palmerston
North, Blenheim. and Christehurel now operates between Palmerston North. Blenheim. and Christ-
church only, while the Auckland Wollington serviee has been extended to provide a through service
daily in cach direetion between Aucklind, Padmerston North. Wellington, Chvistehureh. and Dunedin,
the second service Aucklind Wellington and retum contimiing, - New Phvnonth ix now served one
way on this second service and one way on the main serviee,

The steady increase in the nuntber of letters conveyed on the infand air services has been main-
tained.  Particulars of the mumber of lebters carvied during the fast three years ave shown hereander
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June quarter .. - o aTe,0Ts L 3uh,hrd ‘ ROR, 620
September quarter .. . “ 240,202 \ SR, 01 DHR 642
December quarter. . . L 206BIADY 166,315 B9 48T
Mareh guarter . .- . IR0 R07 ‘ Db, 220 ’ 66O, T2

Unfortunately, a serious aeeident oceurred on the 10th May, when Union Airways™ Lockheed
“ Kotare ” erashed shortly alter leaving Manpere Acrodrome {Auckland) and the two pilots were
killed.  Mails despatehed from Auckland, comprising 180 Tefters and 3 parcels were lost in the fire
which broke out when the machine crashed.

e Ve Survien,

An event of outstanding importanee during the year was the extension at shie end ol July of the
Fmpire air-mail scheme to include Australic and New Zeadand. The fiest services under the scheme
commenced from Great Britain on the 280h Jnly and from Australia on the 9th August.  New Zealand
participated in the seheme from the outseton the basis oviginally suggested by Great Britain that
is, all Jetters posted in New Zealand for the Kmpire countries served by the Nustralia -England and

Kngland South Africa air services are Gransported by air at fhe postage rate of 11d, each Loz
Previously the air-mail postage on letters to Cireat Britain was Is. 6d. cach Loz At the outset the

air service operating between Bangkok and Hong Kong was not neluded the veneral sehemse, and
accordingly correspondence from New Zeakind for Hong Kong was forwarded  from Astralia to
Singapore hy air and thenee o destination: by sea. Qo the bth September. however, the Winpire
sehome was extended to inchude this service, and stnee that date all comespondence for Hong Kony
has been caried to its destination by air. The abr service aperaling between Khartounm and Aeera
has not yeb been ineluded in the Kmpire scheme, and special rates are sl payable on correspondence
for Nigeria and the Gold Coazt Colony which s required to he conveyed by air,
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