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The change from surlace to abr despateh, which involved o considerable amount of internal
reorganization, was made smoothly, and the new arrangements are operating very satistactorily for
the Department and the public,

Jefore the change-over to alr despatehs the average time taken by letter-madls from New Zealand
to tireat Britain was fwenty-cight to thirty days. The average time taken since the air-mail scheme
came into operation ix approximately fifteen days. His anticipated that the trans-Tasman air serviee
will commenee hefore the end of the year, and this should reduee the transit time by at least another
two davys.

AcciprNT ro Fovine-poar - Canruryia”

Liperial Airways’ ilying-boat = Calpuraia,” which left Mouthampton on the 25th November with
mails for Australia and New Zeadand, met with disaster on the 27th Nevember while attempting to
land at Lake Ramadis Drag. during aosandstorme Unfortumately, of the erew of tive, three, including
the Commander. Captain Attwood. were killed. The New Zealand mails aboard. which closed at
London on the 20rd and 24¢h Novenmber, included a Targe amount of Christmas mail from Great Britain
and Treland.  After the accident, salvage operations were put i band o and the madlsg all of which were
damaged by water. were forwarded on from Bagdad at intervals as they hecame available.

The damaged mails were received in the Dominion over the period 19th December to 9th January.
When the bags were opened, the contents were Tound to be damp and more or less danaged.  All articles
in reasonably good condition were put in course for immediate delivery, and those that were damaged
to any extent were renovated and released as quickly as their condition would allow. While the writing
on most o the articles was legible, difficulty was experienced in veading addresses on a considerable
portion of the muil. Unfortunately. owing to the effect of water on the gum of envelopes, the contents
of o Turge number of letters bad become separated from their covers, and in many instances the task of
associating contents with covers was a hopeless one. Eilorts to effect delivery of badly damaged mail
were continued until all deliverable articles were disposed ofand it is estimated that approximately
four-tifths of the meil was delivered.

Al vegistered articles of which notification of despateh had heen received were accounted for and.
with few exceptions, delivered. The fnsured articles were alt delivered,

FIRE ON 7 RIMUTAKA 7 DAMAGE TO PARCEL-MATLS.

Portion of the mails, consisting principally of parcels from Great Britain to New Zealand, on hoard
the New Zealand Shipping Cos vessel ™ Rimutaka,” which left London for Auckland via Panama
on the 8th December, was damaged considerably by water. heat, und chemicals as a result of the tive
which broke out in No. 3 hold on the 8th Janvary, a few days before the vessel arrived at Auekland,
and whieh hurned for nearly twenty-four hours. o the damaged portion of the mail there were 113 hags
of parcels and 14 bags of other mail which were stowed in the strong-room in the forward part of the
hotd. The remainder of the mail, 146 bags of pareels stowed in lockers in the fower part of the hold,
was undamuged.  Only pureels saffered to any extent. the damage to these varying from shght to serion:
aceording to the nature of the contents. Some parcels were o complete loss but few ol the nxured
parcels were dinmaged.

OVERSEAS PARCELS : PREPAYMENT BY SENDERS OF CUSTOMS AND OTHER CHARGERS.

For wmany years pessons in Great Britain and in certain countries (including Ireland, France.
Germany, Belginm, Rwitzerland, The Netherlands, and Denmark) for which Great Britain acts ax
intermediary for the exchange of parcels with New Zealund have been able to prepay the Customs and
other charges on paicels gent to New Zealand, From the dst May a similar sevvice was mtroduced in
vespect of parcels sent from New Zealand to Great Britain and the other countries coneerned. Previousty.
the only countries to which pareels from New Zealand could be sent under thix svstem were Australia.
the Union of South Africa, Southern Rhodesia, und Malava.

EXPRESS-DELIVERY SERVICE WITH EMPIRE COUNTRIES.

Reciprocal arrangements for the exchange of express-delivery letters were made during the year
with Great Dritain. Australin. the Union of South Africa, and o number of other Kmpire countries.
I is expected that when the service hecomes more widely known considerable use will he made ol it

i conjunction with the Kmpire air services for ensuring the earliest possible delivery of urgent

correspondence.
An express-delivery service for inland correspondence has been in force in the Dominion for many
years,

FANNING ISLAND @ CLOSING OF NEW ZEALAND POSTAL AGENCY,

The New Zealand postal agency at Fanning Island. which was established in 1902, was closed
on the T4th February, from which date the post-office at the island came under the control of the postal
adiministeation of the Gilbert and Ellice Islands Colony,

It is of interest to reeall the cirenmstances in which o postal ageney of New Zealand was established
at Fanning Island, in the North Pacitic Ocean. When the Pacific Cable Board’s station was opened
at the island in 1902, the trans-Pacific mail-steaniers called there on the voyage from Auckland to San
Irancisco.  The flist Superintendent of the Cable Station, My, David Cathbert, realizing the value of
direet communication by steamer and telegraph with New Zealand for obtaining mails and provisions,
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