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represented to the Department how great would be the convenience to his isolated community of a post-
office providing facilities for the receipt and despateh of mails (111(111([1110 parcels) and the purchase of
postage-stamps. The Department l(m,(hly agreed to the proposal, and the agency was opened on the
29th November, 1902, in Mr. Cuthbert’s (,Imrgv. A money-order oftice was opened on the T6th October,
1903, and a branch of the post office savings-bank on the 8th May, 1907.

After the mail-steamers ceased to call at Fanning Island the mails were forwarded tfrom Auckland
by Indirect routes unless a direct boat happened to be available, but, notwithstanding the absence of
direct sea connections, New Zealand was still in the best position fo supply the postal needs of the
island.

It was, of course, inevitable that the office at Fanning Island shoald pass eventually to the control
of the Administration of the Gilbert and Hlice Tslands Colony to which it belongs, but officers of the
Department regret that the transfer involved the severance of the boud of fellowship which For thirty
six years existed between them and members of the cable stafl on their lonely island in mid-Pacitic.

POSTAGE-STAMPS, ETC.
King Guorar VI Srames.
King George VI stamps in the denominations of Id. and 11d. were placed on sale on the st and
the 26th July respeetively.  The effigy on hoth stamps is similar to that of the Ld. King George VI
stamp which was 1ssued on the lst March, 1938,

Bookrers o King Grorar VI Srames.
On Ist July o booklet of [d. stamps was placed on sale and in November two booklets, one
containing Fid. stamps and the other 1d. and Ld. stamps, were issued.  Hois not intended to obtain
further supplies of the booklet containing 1d. stamps only.

Prororian Srampes.
The Id. and Hd. pictorial stamps were withdrawn from sale on the 30th June and the 25k July
respectively.
New plates were used to print supplies of 2d. and 1d. stamps.

CORITEIAL T HrAMPR,
The td. and 1kd. pictorial stamps overprinted = Official 7 were withdrawn from sale on the 30¢h
June and the 25th July rogpv("rivoly
King George VI Id. and 14d. stamps overprinted = Official ™ were issued on the Ist and the 26th
July respectively.  The 25d 1. pictorial stamp mm],xr[y overprinted was placed on sale on the 26th July.
In July the ()vmprmt ()ﬁicia,l " on the by fiscal stamp was changed from block to italie letters.

AR-VAIL STAMPS.

The Id. air-mail stamp was withdrawn from issue on the 31st December. The remaining values
of the set—3d. and 6d.—will remain on sale until stocks are exhaunsted.

Hyavrg Sramp.

The 1938 health stamp of the value of 2d. (1d. for postage and Id. for the Health Camp Fund) was
issued on the lst October and withdrawn from sale on the 15th February., The design had for its
subject two small children playing on a lawn, with a hedge and a New Zealand tree-fern in the
background. Mr. J. Berry prepared the design from suggestions and materiul supplied by Messrs,
(. Bull and 8. Hall. The stamp was engraved and printed by Messrs. Bradbury, Wilkinson, and Clo.,
L.td., England.

Once again the campalgn to promote the sale of health stamps, llll(l([ aken by Health Camp
Committees throughout the Dominion in co-operation with oflicers of the Department, was highly
successful. During the four and a half months they were on issue, stamps to the value of over
£10,000 were sold. The " health ” value of the stamps, £5,145, together with donations amounting
to £1,882, was distributed among the Health Camp Committees according to the amounts raised in
their respective districts. It is gratifying to record the generous response made annually by the
people of the Dominion to the health-stamp appeal, which is now established as the principal source
of revenue for the maintenance of children’s health camps in New Zealand.

STATIONERY.

Haltpenny and 1d. embossing dies bearing a portrait of His Majesty King George VI were brought
into use in October. The Ld. die is used for embossing quantities of envelopes for private persons and
the 1d. die for impressing (‘,nve]opcx for sale to the )ub 1.

Niok anp Coor Tsnanps Sramps.
The Niue Is. and 2s. stamps and the Cook Islands Is., 2s., and 3s. stamps bearing a portrait of Hix
Majesty King George V were withdrawn from sale on the 30th April.
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