GENERAL REPORT.

T prosent personnel of the Board constituted under the Board of Native Aflairs
Act, 1934-35, is as follows -
The Native Minister (Chairnian).
The Under-Secvetary of the Native Department,
The Financial Adviser fo the fGrovernment.
The Under-Secretary for Lands.
The Valaer-tienoral,
The Divector-Generad of
James R Jessep. Esgare,
Hubert M. Christie, Faguire,

This report. dealing with the <'-'p< sations of the Board of Native Affaies durine

Aorenlture,

the finaveist vear ended 3Ist Marels 939, contiues the naveation. presented i
previous statements to hoth Hmw*\' of the General Assembly during the ast cight
years. of the efiorts being made in the development and setilement of Native Linds

and e the :nm-iiw.';z{inn of ihe iu'mjg conditions of the dacr people, through the
provision ol Mtate or Trost funds.

The Tast ivwo deendes hove sitnessed o renascence of the Native raee, and this
renewnl of  Muort life is omaeifest o the inereasing population. m imter-tribal
aatherings, in the vevival of the arts and eralis of the people, in the erection of
bml(imgs for commienal neede and alse in the genere! feeling of raaal pride.

Unimtstakable evidence that o strong desive exists ameng the Jeaders of the
race to become useful settlers and o contrthute to the pmdu( tive wealth of the
country i shows i the growth and neenitude of the Tand-settlement sehenies.
which were itiated in 1930 with the object of establishing as niany as possibie of
the people in rioal mdustyies. Pegmminge o the Hast Coastoand Rotorus, districets
the requests from Native coramanities for assistarce throwoh the Hiate deve Iu;\nmh!
policy soon ine reased ns the henelits Lo be dorived from modern methods of fumn
becane apparent. I 1921, forty-one schemes had been prockumed under the develo p
ment provisions ol the N;m\m Land Act. and. of this area, 60,000 acres had been eleared.
orassed, or otherwise improved. To-day. 840.606 acves have been neluded in the
project, while, of this total area, 253, ()U() seres are nnder (11]1|v ation and are cither
being farmed as individuali holdings o arve in the process of setélement.  Some
nm(‘r(‘(‘n hundred settlors are ostoblishiod, and theseo with the three thousand farm
workers, their wives, ehildren, and other dependent veladives, comprise approximately
one-quarter of the Maori population of New Zealand.

The general adverse climatic conditions experienced during the past year were
Himical to the farming indastry and cansed a temporary check 1o the increase in
the volume of production, JHIMU:{[I on the (i(wln[ ment schemes production th\()d
an upward trend as a resalt of top-deessing and the cultivation of further areas,
which enabled additional ‘1()(1\ to be carmed. A (:u]d spring and the w(u;ut& 4)['
facial cezenm have vesulted i lower fambing percentages.  In Nortle Auckiand,
despite unfavourable conditions, production was well maintained.  In the Waikato
and King conntry districts the pm'«mn(d dry sauaner cansed a decline i batterfat
produ(tmn and affected the conservation of wmhl foed, atthough, on the other
hand, it facilitated burning-off operations.  In the Rotorua sren e millkinge lerds
had to be dried off carlier. due to the shortage of fned. Moods were encountered
in the East Coast, Hawkes Bay, and Manawatu distriets i the autumn of 1938,
which, together with the phenowenally wei winter, cansed extensive damage and
loss of fences, pastures, and hve-stock.  In the South Isiond. variabie and extreme
weather conditions prevailed.  Geoerally  speaking, the recent  sumuier  was
unfavourable for the dairy-farmer, but in most districts sheep held their mn(htl(m
well, but prices for both fat and store sheen were considerably tower than last vear.
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