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Brespite the difficult season for farmers generally and the heavy stock mortality
meorome disteiets, the vear's returss from Native Tand undmtuni\mgh show a still
further ncrense over timd of previous years. The total receipts amounted  to
appm\u wtely L4E4.0000 of \hl(h the D(xmri'n(‘nt $ proportion in repaymeat of
foun Tuhilitios was €257 408, in comparison with 223,876 for the Previous Reason,
bemg an inerease of 15 p<~' cent. The principal items, with the precedne year's
figures shown in parventheses. are as follow - Bubterfat representing the Department’s

propuortion only, winch s r-mul]v 40 per cent., £116,360 (£93,841): wool sales,
34,098 (£22.005) 1 proceeds from live-stock m!(l, £89,907 (£93,991); and sundry
receiptis, L16.8517 {(E0440). The volume of dairy production has increased from
3,957,000 b, fo 4,362,926 [b, of butterfat, or, in other terms, (rom 2,151 tons to

2,570 hnm of batter during the year un i(l review.  The wool-clip from all pastoral
activitiog digectiy « ontrolled | Dy the Board of Native Aflairs ~development schemes,
Native Trast, mui Maori Land Board stations  totalled 4746 bales. as against
2486 hules for the previous vear @ while on the Hast Coast Trost Farms an additional
elip of 254 bades of wool was punlm sl

Durimg the year under review grants from the Kmployment Promotion fund
:»Ll’]l()lHHJIH‘U to £415,000 were made available through the Department, and in
atilizing these funds the Board has continued ms )o]l(y of absorbing unemployed
Natives on productive worle em Native lands.  The majority of these workmen
were engaged on Tarm development schemes, but in those distriets where there were
Maoris who could not be ];L:M,d on these projects or on Native housing construction,
productive work was pmvid(d on Native-owned lands, and espeeially on those
properties i which the Board is directly interested, pa,ltl( ularly Maort Land Board,
Native Trust, and Hast Coast Trust stations, and holdings under mortgage to tho
Department.  As a certain proportion of the lands at present being «lovolopod ey
be classed as marginal, work on this type of country has been made pule)le by these
erants from the Employment Promotion fund, subsidies tanging from 50 per cent,
to 100 per cent. being authorized according to the nature of the properties under
cultivation.  With the exception of tabour on housing construction, all subsidized
work was carried out under contract system based on the principle of enabling an
efficient workman to carn standard wages.  Tn cases where veturns from Iarmmo
operations were found 1o be msulfficient to maintain a reasonable standard of hvmu
for Native settlers, the Board has provided assistance during the winter months
by way of subsidized contracts, with the object of increasing the productivity of
holdings.  On Native scheme lands the number of Maoris assisted Lhmugh(mt the
year wag three thousand, while approximately one thousand were employed on other
Native propertios.  The Board helieves that good value is being obtained from
meneys spent on the promotion of Maor (mploymvnt inasimuch as the Natives
have been engaged on productive work on their own lands, and particularly work,
which from the pomt of view of national wealth, will ultlma,‘re]y reflect itself in
increased production and exports.

The more progressive Maort farmers have shown a desire to avail themselves

of the facilities for lierd testing, and it 1 encouraging to see this feeling extending
throughout those schemes where dairying 1s bemg ¢ uned out. The Herd-tes stimg
Associations have co- operated splendidly with field supervisors in the establishment
of testing “HH‘{)\, and, wherever they have been formed, the great interest that is
[’omu alen by the members, and also by other settlers not alre: ady included, 1y
noticeable.  As the number of dairy cows being milked by Maori settlers to- dd,y I
over thirty-four thousand, the need for Tord- -testing s apparent, and is being
encouraged by the uv}numwntznl officers.

11t co-operation with the Department of Agriculture, experiments with sheep
were conducted on the Waimiha scheme and 1h<5 Tawanui station. in the King-
country, i combating ** bush sickness " and *° Mairoa dopiness,” Jmpmhwlv 1)‘)
top-dressing the ];(.simos with cobaltized superphosphate.  Details of the unqualified
success of this trial ave presented later i this report.  These successful and
convineing experiments ave of considerable significance, and the results indicate o
possible solution ol the problems connected with “ bush-sick 7 and ** deficient
lands.
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