PART L—NATIVE HOUSING OPERATIONS.

The Native Housing Act, 1935, and its regulations issued in December, 1826, and the amendment
to the Act in 1938 which extended the provisions of the prmeipal Act, anthorized the Bosrd of Native
Affairs to grant loans, out of moneys appropriated by Parliwnwent, to Maoris for the Tollowing
purposes, namely : '

{(¢) For the erection, repair, alteration, or improvement of any dwelling,

(hy Fov the repair, alteration, improvement, or installation v or in respect of any dwelling
of a system of lwl’rmq, heating, sanitation, wuater-supply, or other conveniences.

(¢) For the purchase of land or intercsts in land as a site for dwellings,

(d) For the acquisition of land or the setting-apart of Crown Tand for the purpose of enabling
the Board itsell to erect dwellings and to sell, lease, or let them.

(¢) Wor the draiming, cultivation, or general improvement of the Ll apprecicnant to any
dwelling.

The classes of security required under the Act to be considered T the Bourd mxwm'iw- a first
mortgage of Native land {including a leaschold interest), a Hret mortgay voundivided inferest
in Native land, an assigonment of the proceeds of the alienation of Nutive land, an .‘q-‘»lgj!lmﬂi\i, or
disposition of any other moneys payable to a Native, or such other security sx the Board ey approve.

The Act provides that the rate of interest to be charped npm; advances shail not be i exeess of

the eurrent rate fixed by the State Advances Corporation of New Zealandl y respect of Tosns ganted
by it : and wunder the regulations repayments of advanees may be either at the expiration of o stated
period, on demand, by periodical equal or unequal payments conststing partly of prineipal and paetly
of interest, or in such other manner as the Board in any parvijenlar cage thinks expedicnt,

Section 18 of the Native Housing Armiendment Ack, 1938, establistien o Tand, called the ™ Hpoecinl
Native Housing Fund,” to be used for the purpose of cnabling the provision o houses for those
Natives who a,n\ unable to furnish the security or to make the payments which the Board of Nubive
Affairs would ordivarily require. The financing of this fund, apart from repayinents from Matives,
ix dependent upon parliamentary appropriations.

The following reports from the districts indicate the progress achieved to date,

TOKERAU DISTRICT : REPORT OF NATIVE HOUSING.

The provision of better housing-conditions for the Maori people consgequent upon Government
policy is becoming an increasingly important part of the Native Deparbments activitios, and
investigations made by departmental officers in almost every part of the Toleran district have
revealed a position which cannot but be viewed with serioss concern. A darge number o Natives
are living under conditions conducive to a high rate of infant mortality and the provalence of disease,
The Government’s decision to extend the provisions of the Native Housing Act, 1935, and the passing
of the Native ITousing Amendment Act, 1938, can be regarded as mlestones in the solution of 7In-<
problem.

In the administration of the Act the Department is faced with problems which are peeniiar to
Native affairs. The financial position of many Natives within the Tokeran dislrict w0 sueh as to
virtually preclude the possibility of any srthstantial l'(‘pnynwnt' being made  the difficuftion of
laud titles, aggravaled by the multiplicity of ownership, lack of understanding and initative on the
part of many Natives in the greatest need, such factors tend to omake the task more arduons and
intricate.  Gradually, however, difficultios are being smrmounted, and thronghout the district new
houses are arvising Lo replace the hovels of the past

The construction work has been handled almost entively by the Public Works Departient, and
as their organization has heen built up homses have been completed al o steady wate. The policy of
engaging Native labour wherever possible has heen pursued and has proved very satisfactory,  Hor
the most part, Native artisans have shown a veady aptif lld“ for the work and, under hv stpesvidion
of pakeha foremen, are now relioving the scate short: age of skilled wa)pv:m Lradesmaen.

The type and size of the |.0|1x0\ to bhe erecied and the amenities to be includad rediire continual
consideration ; in particnlar, reference to the question of reconciling the Lhousing vecds ol ench pariienlar
family with ifs ability to give adequate seeurity and to vepay the advanes reqgaired.

Up to 3lst March, 1939, the expenditure of £3.221, m\f)l\*ngr ten cases, had been approved from
the funds available under the Native Housing Act, and £27.336, involvi i ven cases, had
been appropriated from the Special Housing Fund created under the powers Nubtve Housing
Amendiment. Act, 1938, The fact Hnl, so few advances have ew@n approved mnder the Act i some
indication of f hv {inancial p(Nl](m of the greater proportion of the Tolermu Nativee, The advanoes
from the Special Housing Fund are, of course, fimited to the amounts perodically approprinted by
the Government lor this purpose.  The total amount of the advanees so The approved Trow this
fund fully covers the Tokerau district’s allocation.

[t ix gratilying to see the degree of eare which oceupants arve showing in their treatment of houses
which have so far been erected. The betfer conditions are universally apprectibed and st mievitably

show their results in the morale and health of the people. Now that nwany iﬂ;ﬁu! difffeuitios of

organization have bheen overconie, there b+ every indication that stemdy progresowiih he mnde,
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