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AIRAWHITE DISTRICT : REPORT ON NATIVE HOUSING.
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Dusing the past vear, althoueh only fair progress has heen achioved in
consbruclion worke an eilicient organization has been built up. There are now
peniers in conirol of cipht Maori gangs, and, in addition, o 7 Kevman 7 painter and o plumber are
heen eiven for the cmplovment of o further two carpenters, and as soon
as sutbable mes e oblained new ganes will be created. OF the sixteen adult Maoris and live youths
emploved, 1he amjority nre doing quite good work and are displaying o keenness that s typieal of

ecmployed, Aty
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To date a Lolal of 324 applications have been recerved, and of []ns(* 2553 have been submitted
for the consideration of the Board. l’u},u ory work has been carried ontoon THO applications, and
D5 ave not being procecided with for various reasons,

The ér»Hu\le i the Im,\lfmn of the housing activities up to the 31st \Lm l, 1939 0 Authorizations
wunder the NMative Housing Aet for ereetions and vepairs, fotalled £28.767, mvul\'mg cighty-five cases,
while thie wetuand houses “(Hn[\iﬂlﬂl during the past year numbered f(mr with seven in the course of

construction ; from the Spectal Fund an amount of £12 ,293 has been .lppmvul to cover forty-seven
applicants, the dwellings completed last year numbering 1‘](‘\7(‘11, with two additional ones in progress.

AOTEA DISTRICT : REPORT ON NATIVE HOUSING.

The fiving conditions of many individual Natives o this district have been improved out
of recognition through the opumil(m& under the Native Housing Act.  Toans have been granted under
the /\«f to the ox font of £21,868 for seventy-lwo e mAs, and, in addition, advances (1,u111011/0(l from the
Special Fund to eleven applicants :15_;5_»10&(1‘(('4! £3,000.  The securities offered are carefully serutinized,
and are geneeally adequate. The question as to huw far indigent, Natives should be assisted and as to
how far any recommendation to the Board of Native Affairs should go is one requiring very careful
investigation aud diserimination.

To date, twenty houses have been crected, twelve repaired, six bought, and three dwellings are
in course of crection.  As their maintenance is o matber that has to be carefully watched, and as there
is also o tendeney for the houses to he overcrowded, to the detriment of the health of the nmates, the
supervisor ineach area has been instrueted fo ingpect the houses at regular intervals and to
report any cases of overcrowding, neglect in proper maintenance, or the non-payment. of rates.

IKAROA DISTRICT : REPORT ON NATIVE HOUSING.

Degpite ditficulties in establishing apphicants’ titles to building-sites and also in obtaining qualified
tradesimen, or key-men, to take charge of and train gangs of Maori labourers, steady progress has been
matntained with the housing programme {or the past twelve III()HHI\‘, and all building activities in the
district, both on development schemes and under the provisions of the Nutive Housing Act, are being
carried out by Maori teams ander the control of qualified huilders,

The clags of work being performed by these gangs has been the subject of much favourable
comment, and the results schieved undoubtedly rvellect the grentest credit upon the nien concerned and
those responsible for thelr training.

A solution has yet to be found to the problem of providing homes for people who have no land
and little income, but in the meantime this clags of applicant is heing encouraged o save a deposit.

A total of 34 applications for new houses or repairs to existing dwellings has been received to date,

SOUTH ISLAND @ REPORT ON NATIVIEE HOUSING.

Tho houvsing programme o thig Ishand has been restricted and confined owing to the small and
cattered Saor |uwml tion, combined with the fact that most of the Natives are in the indigent class
and their aeeds ean anly Be e by fabour subsidies. Furthermore, no qualified builders (,.!,;)(L])li‘ of
f'!"vl:‘.fmimwi men are avatlable, and with no fAeld stall located i the South Island it has
antzation.  However, these matters are recelving consideration,
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acd iiis hoped, with the cooperation of the Public Works Departmeni, to gradnally overcome the

existing ohstacfos
I the Maelborongh District o Maort gang under the sapervision of » Native huailder bns heen doing
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excellent worke
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