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Ulimatic conditions have been unfavourable : o dry avtumn, followed by aoweb winter and spring.
and then ahot and windy samimer, have been detrimental to the stock, losses hemo heavier than usual.
The majority of the sheep escaped the cezena v this areas but the lambing pereentage was i common
with the ceneral expertence in the distriet, very poor o likewise, the calving percentage among the cafitle

war Jow. and numerous losses ocenrred among the old cowe. With the improvement made e the
fencing, much bettier use can be made of the cattle in the control of the pastures. Bidi-bidi hasa Tairly

strong hold on the front portion of the place and it will fake heavy stocking and manuring to eradicatie
the pest.

The principal development aebivities during She st year embraced the clearing ol 640 acres,
[0 chains of new fencing with repairs to 80 chaing, the digging of 85 chains of deains, and the cultivation
of 640 aeres © while in addition, the woolshed wasg enlarged, new sheep-yards were erectied, and six
worlamen™s birbs (20 16, by 14 16) were built ;oo water-supply was laid on to the hutinents 5 and fourbeen
hridges over she ereels and dreaing are heing constructed.

The property was running the following stock o 395 runcattle, Hd6 reeding-cwes, and 663 dry

sheep.

Opapaki.

Lovated near Otivia, an additional area of FF2 aeres s vecently been faken over, making the
fotal arca of this properiy 997 acres,

An area of 100 aeves has heen ploughed and s being taid down g A milway coots-shed which
will serve this and neighhonriug sehemes and Native propeetios fas heen erected at Motatan, and
will provide a much-needed amenitv, A faether areaoft 10 acres of v hetween the road and the
railway-line which has not previously been oceupied will he taken over during the next year.
Arrangements are under way to have 60 chaing of road Tormed to give aecess to the hacle of the block
aud 1o a development settler,

The stoek comprised 122 vn caltle and ATE sheep.

Oturet.

Lying towards the coust from e Kopuru, v the Dargaville district, this arven off 1R05 eres of
Naotive land was recently brought inder departmental control. T estimated thab, of the total area,
come GO0 acres located on the west of the bloek and extending from the sea coast mnland for o distance
of shout 95 chains will he aapable of cconomic development for dairying. The fand being developed
consists of a lght sandy loam, and o water-sapbly can be obtained from o small fake near the coast,

A farge number of men has heen viven employment in the clearing, coltivating, and fencing, while
anew cottage, an inplement-ghed, and four Butments for the workers have also been ereeted. An
arca of 100 acres is being sown this avtumy. Twelve women and forty children are dependent apou
the workers of this scheme.

Climatic conditions up to the present have been very dry. The only stock on the property is the
seventeen working-bullocks, with whicl the majority of the curting and cultivation work his heen
carricd oub,  An extensive programnie has heen planned for the ensuing vear.

Oturu.

Thix property, conlaiiing i aread ol D6Y acres, 1= sitded near the Kot Katnearen matn
highway.  Howas o Koropean-owned block which was purchased Dy the Department towards the end
of this year in order Lo pernit of the enlargement of the several uneconomic sections being farmed by
the adjoining Natives,

The country is well watered by streams and swanps, while the fand varies from dlat to rolling
prarirs bush country, comprising b} acres of swamp, 10 acres ol standing hush, and 300 acres of rough
paspalun pasture. The halance i in worse, tea-tree, and rough feed. A targe quantity of firsi-class
puriri timher is casily procurable and will supply the fencing requirements of the area.

At the present time the Public Works Department is proceeding wilit the roading of the hlock,
all available workmen heing employed on that job.  This work will he completed o the near future,
when the active development of the block will be commenced.  Stock for arazing will be placed on the
property immediately the fencing is safficientty renovated 1o hold the cattle,

Ounwwvhao.

Clontaining an avea ol 2371 acres, thig station i situated aboat theee miles from the Dargaville
salovards and fetorv, The land varies in contour from undulating to hillv country, and is fairly well
watorod,  The work available on this seheme has provided useful employinen: throuchout the vear
for o large number of men. as many as (ifty-six heing emploved al one stages althoush the nornial
nuniher ranves hetween thiviy to forty, Several of these men travel from thety homes in Dargavitle
each day, while the balance are acconunodated i hutments or tents. A water-supply duly approved
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