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S, The ratings entered during the vear included 44 hoys and 9 short-scerviee ordinary
seamen  for the seaman and communication ranehes, 30 stokers, and 16 ratines Tor
miseellancous  branches, aking o total of 990 Reeruditing has continued to be very
salisfactory in the seaman and stoker hranches, hut it has not been possible to attraet
to the serviee Mully qualificd tradesmen Tor (he artificer and artisan hranches. A proposal
to introduce o scheme for the training of naval apprentices has heen held in abeyanee
owing to lack of aceommodation, &e, at the Base.  The matter s, however, bheing looked
into following upon a decision to investieate the possibility  of  building a training
establishment at Devonport.

0. Sixty-one New Zealand ratinegs took their diseharge during the vear. A laree
number of New Zealand rafines has heen sent 1o the sehoels of the Royal Australian Navy,
and a very lhnited number to naval sehools i the Puited iingdom, Vor special courses
of instruction in feehnical subjecls.

10. The * interehange ™ of New Zealand and Roval Navy ratings in the respeetive
services under a seheme introdueed in 1935 has been abandoned owing to the administrative
diffienlties involved and to the Tacl that the seheme absorbed man-power which eould be
more uscfully employed at the present time.  An opporfunity is given, however, to a
Limited number of outstanding ratings of the New Zealand Naval Forees to serve in ships
of the Royal Navy for periods of approximately twelve months.

11. A New Zealand Acting Petty Officer is undergoing o eourse in England for
Warrant rank (Gunner (T)).

12. Approval has been given to enfer a Schoolmaster in New Zealand, who is to be
appointed on 6th May, 1939, (o H.M.S. © Philomel ™ prior 1o procceding 1o England to
undergo speeial courses.

13. The following advancements ol New Zealand vatings have been made during the
period under review (previous year in hrackets) -

Able Secamen to Aecting Leading Seamen 15 (11)
Leading Scamen to Acting Petty Officer 5 (h)
Telegraphist to Acting Leading Telegraphist . HERE))
Leading Telegraphist to Acting Petty Officer Telegraphis 2 (2
Petty Officer "Pelegraphist to Chiel Petty Officer Telegraphis 1
Signalman 1o Aeting Leading Signalman 3 (h)
Leading Signadman (o Acting Yeoman of  Signals 1 (2)
Mechanician  to Chielf Mechanician, 2nd  Class o2
Stoker, Ist Class, 1o Acting lLeading Stoker .. .19 (16)
Leading Stoker to Aeting Stoker Petty Officer 4+ (b)
Stoker Petty  Officer 1o Chiel Stoker .. .. . 1T (D
Stoker ratings to Acting Supply Petty  Officer  (provisionally

selected as Mechanietan  eandidates) Ho(8)
Writer to Leading Writer .. 1
Leading Writer to Petty Officer Writer 3 (1)
Supply  Assistant to Leading Supply  Assistant 2 (2)
Supply Petty Ofticer 1o Supply Chiel Petty Officer 1
Cook to Leading Cook .. . 2 (2)
Leading Cook to Petty Officer Cook 2 (1)
Steward to Leading  Steward 1

Transfer.
Petty Officer fo Ading Regulating  Petty Offieer . . i

14, Experienee ol the reerviting  and  advancement policy adopted by the Board
three years azo with a view fo manning the Naval Forees wholly by New Zealand ratings
has been cncouraging.  The intvoduetion ol an officer-cntry  policy together with the
training-school poliev  will undoubtedly play an important réle in the evolution of the
Dominion Service.

15. The health and diseipbine of the ships’ companies have been satisfactory,

NeertoN 1T Civiniax ouerovies,

16. Twelve civilian apprentices for various frades were entered at the Naval Dockyvard
during the vear.  The number now under instruction is 26, Steps are in train 1o
enhance the value of the training by the appomtment ol qualified subordinate officers
to take charge of the constructor, chgineer, and electrical depavtments ol the Yard.

17. The largest number of employees on the hooks on any one day during the year
was 323 and the smallest numiber H5. The average number emploved was 263,

srorton IVe Puksonsen, Rovan Navan Rueserve (Nuw Zbanasp).

18, The strength of the Roval Naval Rescerve on 31st Marveh, 1939, was -officers, 14,
atings, 1725 an increase of 1 officer and 28 ratings in the vear,
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