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Mo 3lst December, 19353, 179 Tihraries had applied for service, completed formalities, and received
their stock of hooks.  Many ol the libvaries -those that joined the scheme during the winter months—
had been visited twice by the field librarkns i charge of the hook-vans.

Table rs/wwm 2 Mont /)/z/ (wowth oj Numl)m of Small LL(mu ies u)wwmq Service.

Number of Libraries
Month Added to Service.

June .. .. .. . .. 62
July .. . . . .. 37
August .. .. .. .. . 17
September .. .. . . 29
October . . .. .. .. .. 19
November .. .. .. .. Y
December .. .. .. .. 6

Totul, 3Lst December .. .. 179

I the period under review M‘J7 Wwas pdl(l by these libraries for service to be given until
3lst March, 1939,

NuMBER or Books ON Issuk 1O INDEPENDENT SUBSCRIPTION LIiBRARLES

The total number of books on issue to the smaller libraries ut 3lst December was 9,467, Most
of the loans have heen of fifty books, but there is an increasing tendency, which will be allowed for
in planning future developnients, for libraries to ask for l(mns of one hundred or more hooks at a
tine. 1t would be desirable to have the loans so increased, since a stock of fifty does not give borrowers
a reasonable choice at all times.

Kstisate or POPULATION SERVED THROUGH SMALL LiBRARIES.

It is estimated that w total rural population of 67,200 has been able to have access to the books
of the Service by means of the small subscription libraries. 1t is diffieult to state accurately the
effective range ol a small library, since modern transport has made travel easier and more speedy.
Country people may visit regularly centres many miles from their homes.  The estimate given is based
on the population figures (1936 census) of the centres receiving service,

Gio¢rAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION.
"The following table shows the geographical distribution of the small libraries that have participated
in the service :—

District.
North Auckland .. .. .. . . LoUR
South Auckland and Walkato .. . .. AU |
Coromandel, Bay of Plenty, and (x]sboruo .. .. .. o9
Taranaki .. .. .. .. .. 5
Main Trunk and (,entle Nor‘rh ]sland . .. .. .. 10
Wellington and Hawke’s Bay . .. . . .. 8
Total, North Island .. .. .. .. .. .o — 34
Nelson and Marlborough .. . .. .. . .. 15
West Coast .. .. .. .. .. .. .o 11
Canterbury . . . .. . - o4
Otago .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 12
Southland . .. .. .. .. .. 16
'l‘otal bouth Island .. .. .. .. .. — 95
Grand total .. .. .. .. .. 179

Free Service To Free PuBLic LiBRARIES.

To 31st December, 1938, sixteen local authorities—eleven in the North Island, and five in the
South—had decided to tuke the step in participating in the service. Substantial progress has also
been made in other local areas towards the cstablishment of the free service during 1939. Many
residents and local authorities are now realizing the weakness of the subscription method of financing
public libraries, and are satisfied—

(1) That there is a type of library which performs a service necessary to the advancement
ol a people.
(i1) That it is right to spend public money on such a service.
(i) That the service should be made free to all residents of the district which provides
the money.

As an iustitution, the free public library, when well supported by its local authority and supplied
with a changing stream of books from a central source, is clearly one of the finest thmgs that a
country borough or town district can possess. The contrast between some of the best of the free
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