H.—40, ]

The substantial rise mmder this Jast heading is partly due to a large increase in the number of
traalc

1

Table No. 1 of the Appendix shows the number of motor-vehicles licensed as at 3lst December,
1938, grouped according to highway districts.

The number of motor-vehiclos Jicensed ax at 3lst March, 1939, classified according to postal
districts, are set out in Table 2

Table No. 3 of the / A.p}wmllx sets out the number of motor-vehicles licensed each year ginee 1925,
Since the system of registration was instituted there have been soveral ehanges, hoth in definition and
in method of classification.  An additional complication has been troduced by the fact that whereas
since 1932 the number of vehicles © licensed ” has been recorded, previously the number of vehieles
Cregistered 7 owas recorded. TE is necessary to apprecinte the distinction between these terms. When
a new vehicle arrives 1t Is registered by th(* OWHC‘ and simultancous]y is Ht'“imvd for one year or lesser
period. TH the Ticense is not renewed the next year the vehicle is classified as a  dormant registration.”
After a registration has been dormant for two years it is cancelled.  1f the vehicle iy subsequently
reliconsed it 1s registered alresh ag o new vehicle. Pirior to 1982 the number of vehicles licensed was
oblained by subtracting from the total vegistrations the number ol dormant registrations.  This
method was not sound, however, beeasse the date upon which the dormant registrations were totalled
did not coincide with that on which the total mglmw tions were aseertained.

16 has been found pecessary to endeavour to arrive at a common basis whereby the growih of the
motor-vehicle in New Zeadond might be measured From year to year. Tabie Noo 3 shows the result
of this elffort, but attention is divected to the faet that, owing to the diiferences of definition and
classification, the figures other thun the yearly totals cannot he i'tk(‘vl as strictly comparable. This
table shows the ““'lll‘(" as al 3lst December each year.  The figures for tratlers have been excluded
from the totals. The chiel feature ul he table 15 the st ddy growth i the numbers of motoe-vehicles
in thig country, interruptred tempor: during the depression yoenrs.

The nuimber of * dormant 7 vegistiabions—a.e., vehicles which althougl vegistered had not been
licensed for the current year -as at 3lst Mavch, 1939, were as under ;-

Type of Vehicle. lg'(.()jzr(i;t‘iz. ]],::;;{)1:‘? Taotal.

Cars . . . - - . 5,735 6,677 (2,319
Light trucks (2 tons and under laden) : 1,145 3, 7,247
H(,‘wy triucks (over 2 tons laden) .. . i,615 1, 3,186
Service cars . .. .. . . 44 42 36
Taxis . . .. - . 19 23 A2
Rental aml wlv(ug hm\ cars .. .. ‘ i8 38
Contract vehicles and pasgenger true s . .. X an 88
Omnibuses .. .. .. .. .. 19 38 H7
Traction-cngines .. .. .. . .. 68 ity 126
Tratlers .. .. .. .. .. .. 3 1,271 1,992
Tractors .. . . . .. 200 200 400
Motor-eycles .. .. .- .. .. 4,160 4,870 9,030
Other motor-vehicles .. .- .. .. 57 a5 152

Totals . .. .. .. 16,856 17,900 34756

Section 10 of the Moter-vehicles Amendment Act, 1927, provides that after a registration has
remained © dormant 7 for two cotaplete years it 1 to be cancelled. The following wots outs the 193536
registrations cancelled on st Fune, 1938, in aceordance with dis section :

|
Type of Vehicle. i Number.
I

C;H'S .. .. .. .. .. . 3,361

Light trucks .. .. .. . oo 2.60H06
H(*‘x.V‘y s l;l,]\,‘l, : i N 7
Service ears | 99
Taxis 1 25
Passenper-tiueks . ‘ 37
Rental and private-hire cars | HA
Motor-buses i B!
Traction-engines 40
Trailers 3 IR
Traciors | 191
Motoreveles 3,096

iHher vohieles .. .. .. . oo i
|
I
|

Total
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