ConrERENCE 0N MiEran CoONTAINERS #OR FOODSTURIR,

During the visit of Mr. Good, opportunity was faken to convene a conference of representatives
of manufaciurers of metal containers for foods  meat, milk, fruit. and vegetahle products- and the
Covernment Departiments coneerned. inorder fo disciss the diatt sehedule of sizes issued by the
eitish Standards Disditolion and o ageee npen a procedure by which New Zealand could collaborate
in formulating an Bmpire standard on this subjeet. The question was flly discussed with M. Good,
who stressed the importance of this matter, from the point of view of the haperial authorities, as a
means ol Tactlitating storage and disteibution of rations, particuiarly under conditions of national
emergency.  The conference reconnnended that w special committee be established for this purpose,
with sub-commitiees in the main centres to facilitate prelminary discussion,

SranDaRD Marks AND URRTIFICATION.

Throughout all these discussions and deliberntions, Mr. Good made it clear that his visit to
Australin and New Zealond was to secure agreement coneering a reciprocal control and protection of
standard marks as a wmeans of certifying the quality, dimeusions. or other characteristion of goods, by
means of establishing a warmanty to denote that these conformed fo the requirements of standard
specilications, While fhis was the specifiec objeet of bis vixit. it was not passible to separate it from the
wider agpeets of standardization. which consequently were not precluded from hig attention.

The question of the proper ase and control of standard marks, in the opinion of Mr. Good, was
exceedingly important, as the protection which standards afforded to hoth buyers and sellers was o a
considerable extent sacrificed unless there was a universally recognizable distinguishing mark which
could not casily be ased iBegitimately. Standard marks thus adopted and protected would establish
4 relinble cortiication ol woods according to therr intrinsic merit and value.

ile desired Lo secure agreciient concerning aomethod for the adininistration of sueh marks which,
fogether with the adoption of standard trade deseriptions or definitions, would define the factors of
quality, which are no fess imporiant in relation to value than the factors of price and quantity, hecause,
unless the three factors  price, quantity, and quality  he properhy reladed there can be no means of
determining value.

It was important, therefore, that standard marks should possess the same validity, authority,
and universal recognition as Emperial weights and measures, and to this end he songht agreement to
which he hoped all English-speaking nations would nltimately snbseribe,

After full examination and constderation of the whole position, the Advisory Council of the New
Vealand  Standards Institute recormmended  that this Bowminion should subseribe to the general
conclusions agreed upon by the United Kingdom and the Conmonvealth of Austealia in regard to the
procedure that should he adopted to protect and control the ure of standavd msrksand the certifieation
ol goods generafly,

The report embodying this agreement of the Advisory Comneilappears s Appendix | of this report.

In conclusion, it is desired to place on record appreciation of {he valuable work gratuitously
performed by members of the respective commitiees.

AR, Gannrarrn, KRS, Monst.(U,
Chairman. Advisory Conneil.
1., MeDonaLn,
Seoretary.
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