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Lard on the Table of the House of Representatives by Leave.

To the Chairman, Joint Library Committee.

Sig,—
I have the honour to report on the operations of the General Assembly Library for the year
1938-39.
ACURSSIONS.

During the financial year 1938 39 we added to our stock 5,236 volumes, us compured with - 991

in the previous year, 4,240 i the year hefore, and an average of 2,516 for the preceding eleven years.
The number of books accessioned constitutes a record, but is unlikely to be maintained during the
next year or two. At the end of May the number of books accessioned was 152,750,

In pursuance of our policy of making up leeway in the acquisition of reference hooks, standard
texts, &c., and at the same time acquiring all that 1s called for in the field of sociology, history, wnd
official papers, we have fully expended our fund mstead of carrying over a considerable balance to the
current year. Owing to the operation of the exchange we have lound it advantageous to make more
of our purchases within New Zealand.

DoNaTIONS.

We have, as usual, received a good number of donations during the year from various sources.
Amongst these are the following @ Acradio Committee (Wellington), American Association for Adult
Kducation (New York), H. A. Armstrong (Melbourne), Australian Trade Commissioner (Wellington),
K. Binns (Canberra), . M. Bothamley (Wellington), K. J. Burrows (Cheltenham), Carnegie Kndowment
for International Peace (Washington), China Information Committee (Hankow). Consul-General
for (zechoslovakia (Sydney). Consul-General of Japan (Wellington), Consul-General for Sweden
(Sydney), Dotation Carnegic pour lu Paix Internationale, KEducational Policies Commission (Washington),
Kmpire Parliamentary Association (London), R. ¥. Kies (South Australia), Hon. H. G R, Maxon
(Wellington), Minister of Customs (Wellington), National Library (Wales), New York State Library
(New York), J. J. Paton (London), . M. Plimmer (Khandallah), Peime Minster's Department
(Wellington), Proportional Representation Society (London), Pablic Archives of Canada. Registrar-
Gieneral (Belfast), South African Public Library (Capetown), Miss M. M. Staflord (London). J. T Stuart
(Wellington), T. R. Toovey (Sydney), and K. Westner (Germany).

Srary WORK.

Karly this year the Assistant Libravian, Mr. W. 8. Wauchop, baving accepted the appointment
of Pageant Master for the Centennial, was seconded from the Library for this duty. He will probably
not rejoin the staff until after the end of the present financial year. In April. Miss Q. B. Cowles left
for the United Kingdom on six months” leave of absence. Temporury arrangements have been made
to fill these positions. Mr. (. Johmson. the binder, who has been on the staff for more than fwenty
years, retired in April.  His place has been filled by the appointment of Mr. R MeBwan. 1 regret
to say that Mr. T J. Lewis, the stack superintendent, died in April. He had rendered very efficient
service over a period of about twelve years.

The Library and archives have been very largely used during the yeur for purposes of research.
particularly in connection with the approaching Centennial celebrations.  Students from all over New
Zealand have made use of our resources, and their wants have been met very satisfactorily by the
staff.

The sccretariat of the National Historical Committee has now vacated the rooms previously
oceupied on the top floor, thereby making further space available for the storage of arehive imaterinl.

The Tlealth Department has also completely evacuated the rooms it has occupied for many years
in the Tibrary wing. The additional accommodation thus made wvailable will enable us, when
shelving is provided, to complete the official stack on the top floor and to linise in better arder a large
quantity of archive material and duplicate hook stock.
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Copy BRI AND PEBLICATIONS,

The copyright Lst has been published as usual. This now inchudes all the publications for the
catendar vear, as betug o more convenient: method of arrangement: for the Lbraries and others who
wake use of it. Kvery three months a seleeted list o publications received is furnished to the New
Zeatand Library Associstion for the benelit of its members,

The unmon eatalogue of New Zealand newspapers published last vear has been of very great service
to Libraries and research students generally.  During the year under review the Library published
i imeograph form o union Bist ol official privted papers relating to New Zealand, including both
prapers piiblished v the Dominion and those published in Great: Britain relating to New Zealand.
Another publication of interest s a bibliography of Taw books published i New Zealand, This was
compiled by Mo Lo O0 Wilson, ALAL and was published in Vol VI of Sweer and Maxwell's © Legal
Biblographv.”

INTER-LIBRARY [OAN.

Inter-hiheary lending s hecoming better known year by year, and the culls for books from the
General Assembly Library show a considerable inerease. We lent eighty-five volumes on imter-library
loan. of which twenty-nine were requisitioned by the Country Library Service and twelve by the
Dunedin Public Library.  Seventeen requests we weee unable to meet. Of the books lent, thirty-one
volunies helonged to the 300 section (sociology), and twenty-nine to the 900 (history, biography, and
travel). The General Assembly Library obtaied the loan of six volumes from other ibraries through
this =ervice,

INTERNATIONAL HXCHANGE

Asagent i New Zealund tor the International Exchange Service, the General Assembly Library
st year veceived from abroad 3971 packages and 11 cases of official and scientific publications, as
compared with 3,200 packages and 13 cases in the year 1937 38, The bulk of this material was for the
General Axsembly Library, and the balancee was vedistributed to Departments, libraries, and private
addresses throuchout the Dominion,

Rucess PriviLeas,

Duaring the cecess 790 persons made nse of the recess privilege.  The following fable aives o

comparison of the number of privilege holders for some years past @

1934 . . .. . . . . .. 1,081
1935 . . . . . .. .. .. 1,08>
1930-36 (three months) . .. .. .. . .. 590
1937 . . . .. .. . . .. 1,079
1938 (nine weeks) . o . .. - . .. 365
RS T I .. .. . o .. . . 790

Of the books issued to resess privilege holders, none are ontxtanding ;  five were reported as loxt,
or missing.  The voeations of recess privilege holders were as follows : Accountants, 285 advertising
agents, b oagents, ¥ 0 analytical chemists, 50 architects, 45 artists, 3; auctioneers, 2; hanker, | ;
bank clerks. 100 barman, 1: barrvisters and solicitors, 495 booksellers, 25 hrokers, 2; builders, 14 :
husiness  managers, 2001 carpenters, 3 chemists; 91 civil engineers, 9:  civil servants, 38
clergymen, 16 clerks, 31;  commercial travellers, 9 company secretariss, 19 custodians, 3
dentists, 67 domestic duties, 50 draughtsmen, 9 electrical engineers, 71 engine-driver, 1 ;
engineers, o engraver, 5 grocers, H: o hairdressers, 45 health inspectors, 2:  indentors, 2
insurance managers, 63 interpreter, 15 daboratory attendant, 1 labourers, 12 law clerks, 12
lihrary assistants, 71 lilt attendant, 1y manufacturers, 31 mechanies, 65 medical practitioners,
125 merchants, 3 messengers, ¢;  meteorologist, 1;  motor engineer, 1; moulder, 1;  music-
teachers, 70 musietans, 4 naval officer, 1 no occupation, 19 nurses, 7;  photographer, 1 :
police constable, T1 postal officials, 25 printers and compositors, 17 publisher, 1;  railway officers,
G readers, T retived, Dy salesmen, 20 school mspectors, 30 school-teachers, 485 share-
brokers, 2:  shipping managers, 21 signwriters, 25 soctal workers, 25 stenographers, 11
stevedore, T steward, |1 storemen, 60 students, 321 surgeons, D sarveyors, 45 Lrade-union
Recretarios, tramway enployees, Fo typists, 281 university lecturers, 45 veterinary sargeon,
byowaiters, 60 warchousemen, 25 wireless operator, 1.

Duving the vecess 124 haskets of books and 221 parcels were posted 1o members of the Legistature.

Niw ZearaxDd LIBRARY ASSOCIATION.

1t was not practicable, owing to the short staff, for the Chief Librarian to attend the annual
couference of the New Zealand Library Association, which was held in Palmerston North in February,
st Mr DL IL Hadly Clerl of the House of Representatives, was president of the Association last
~\'e‘;li'.

Attached s & statement of receipts and expenditure for the year, with the certificate of the
Auditor-Goneral.

Tn conclusion, T wonld like to record my appreciation of the support given by the staff during
the year, and also of the co-operation of the Iligh Commissioner’s stafl in carrying out our commissions.
1 am grateful, also, for the cordial interest shown by the members of the Joint Library Committee
in the work and stalf’ of the library.

[ have, &e.,
(. H. ScuonkrisLn,
(‘hiet Librarian.
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Approxiste Cost of Paper.—Preparation, not given: jrinting (510 vopies), £2 108

By Authority: E.

Price 3d.

V. Pavy, Government Printer, Wellington.—1939.
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