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On the 2nd instant, the Officer administering the Government, received an address from
the House of Representatives, in answer to the Speech with which he opened the second
Session of the General Assembly.

In order that no time might be lost in obtajning for the people of New Zealand, the
establishment, by competent authority, of Ministerial Responsibility in the conduct of the
Government, the Officer administering the Government fulfilled, without delay, his promise
given to the House, and urgently pressed the subject upon the consideration of Her
Majesty’s Government, and at the same time expressed his own earnest hope that the
wishes of the Assembly might have received Her Majesty’s gracious approval ; and that he
might, ere long have the pleasing task of conveying to the inhabitants of these Islands, the:
gratifying intelligence, that the boon has been conceded by the Crown and Parliament.

In the meantime, and with a view to secure fof the people of New Zealand the practical
acknowledgement of the principle of Ministerial Responsibility in the conduct of the Go-
vernment; the Officer . administering the Government added to the Executive Council,
some members having seats in the Assembly, with the twofold object of strenghtening the
General Government, and of securing a due representation of the various Provinces in the
Executive Government of the Colony.” And he laid before the Assembly, in his opening
Address the course of policy which the Government. thus constituted, were prepared to
pursue. -

The Officer administering the Government, learns with regret, that these measures which
he believed to be calculated to give contentment to Her Majesty’s subjects in the Colony,
have not received the approval of the House of Representatives.

Looking to the inconveniences, suffered by the greatér number of the members of the
Assembly, from an already protracted absence from their homes. TheOfficer administering
the Government cannot expect that the. House should be willing to prolong their attendance,
so far as to be able to give effect to any general course of policy, which might now be sub-
mitted for their adoption. He has deemed it expedient, therefore, to propose that the
business of the Session, should be confined to the appropriation of the Public Revenues, and*
to the passing of a few measures of immediate practical importance, not likely to lead to.
lengthened discussion. N

The officer administering the Government, will cause to be immediately laid before the
House, a carefully prepared statement of the Financial condition of the Colony, accompanied
by an Appropriation Bill, and by an explanatory Minute. The Public accounts have been
made up to the 1st July last, and it will appear from the statement in question, that therer
was on that day a clear available balance of cash in the Colonial Chest of £50,081 (fifty
thousand and eighty-one pounds). . oL '

The Constitution Act provides, as the House is aware, for the distribution of the Surplus
Land Revenue, and of the surplus of the Revenue to arise under any Act of the General
Assembly, but no provision has been made by the Act for regulating the ‘Appropriation of
the Customs [Revenue already arising under Colonial Ordinances. In the absence of any
special enactment by the Assembly the Surplus of Her Majesty’s Customs Revenue, would
not be payable into the several Provincial Treasuries, but would remain to the credit of the
General Government. It is proposed for the consideration of the House, that, subject to
the charges necessary for the maintenance of the Civil Establishments, the Surplus of the
present Customs Revenue should be divided amongst the various Provinces, in the propor-
tion prescribed by the Constitution Act, in respect of the Revenues to be raised under the
provision of an Aet of the Assembly, and the Bill for appropriating the Public Revenues
has been framed with a view to carry that object into effect. With respect to the ultimate
distribution of the Surplus Land Revenue, 1t may be a question deserving consideration,
whether it would not be more generally satisfactory to the Colonists, that a separate account
of the Land Revenue should be kept for each Province; and that as far as may be practicable,
the ultimate sum to be paid into each Provincial Treasury, should be determined by the
amount of the Land Revenue actually received and expended within each Province in the
course of the preceding year. T oL -

_ The ordinary. establishments of the General Government and the .salaries of the officers
have been placed upon the estimates, at the same rate at which they were -originally fixed,
and at which they have for some time been paid; considering the continued high price of
every dqsc_nphon of labor, and the costs of the necessaries of life, the House will doubtless
be of opinion that the public officers are at present inadequately paid. "The Officer adminis-
tering the Government will be glad to concur with the House, in making any general aug-
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