
BRAUTY IN GRASSES.

TWO
factors go to make our Spectacles
and Eyeglasses the perfect article
they are : First, the skill in making and

fftting to exacily suit the sight and ap-
pearance of eacli client ; and second, the
beautifully light, dainty yet durable work-
manship which makes them unobtrusive
yet AN ACTUAL IMPROVEMENT TO
APPEARANCE.
There is that superior look about people
wearing our Spectacles which cannot
be overlooked.
Charges, includiDg sight testing strictly
poderate.

NEiL'S DISPENSARY.
DEE STREET - INVERCARGILL.
G. II. BROWN, Chemist by Exam.,

Manager.

J
ALSf EILEB,

GENERAL CARRIER.

'Phones—124, 518.

INVERCARGILL.

COPELAND'S,
no. 56 dee st.

TAHERE
RELIABLE GOODS ARE

STOCKED

—For—•

KEN'S, YOUTHS' AND BOYS' WEAR.

QtTYLE IS EXPRESSED IN THE NEWo boot models at

KlNCSLAND'S.

Step round, to-day if possible, and ask
«o see any pair of Boots for autumn or
winter wear—note the stylish lines on
which they are bnilt. Try a pair on,
t!How delightfully comfortable," you will
©xclaim, as you stamp up and down the
jnxg in our parlour.
Yes madam, yes sir, these new models
are 110 1 only stylish and comfortable, but

also reasonably prieed.
In fact they are the finest boot values in
Invercargill. Of course that's to be ex-
pected at Kingsland's.

TRY A PAIR ON!
IOHN kingsland and co., ltd.,

Footwear Importers,
TAY STREET, INVERCARGILL.
Telephone—199. Box —27.

DIGGEBS
LOOK!

RICE'S,
ARE STILL MAKING THEIR

DELICIOUS

TOFFEES

And

candies,

ALSO SPLENDID SELECTION

OF FANCY BOXES OHOOO-

LATES IN STOCK.

Canada exports over £50,000,000 worth
of furs annually.
Silver is the earliest currency mentionedii: the Scriptures.
As a result of war's ravages there are
half-a-million orphans in Servia.
Short-sightedness is quite common
among monkeys.
Experts say that Victoria, in Ausiralia,
has at least 30,000 miRion tons of coal.
Great Britain has spent £140,000,000
on mdustrial housing since the war began.
Mushrooms, a world -wi-de product, are
As plentiful in Siberia as in tropical
climea

Passing Notes

BY JACQUES.

Laugh wlieiiB we must, be candid where wa can. — Popo.

There is no topic so universal and inter-
esting at the present moment as the "high
cost of living." Who toucheg on this
theme commands at any time an instant
and sympathetic response. Everywhere
is heard the same story of lamentations
ano woe. Fathers of families not with
glocmy eyeg the daily shrinkage of their
bank balances, and wonder "what the
devil things are coming to,," while moth-
ers whimper pathetically about the price
of Tommy's latest shoes or Mary's new
frcck, and secretly deplore the irksome
conventions that forbid feminine profanity
—at least, in public. Almost everybody
seems to share the opinion that the pre
sent dizzy altitude of prices is due entire-
ly to the machinations of the profiteer,
aua he iscursed with much enthusiasm.
So also are the authorities for suffering
hini Press, platform, pulpit, and pnh-
Iic alike condemn him for a thief, who
should be bloted out, and look to the
Government to do the blotting. But, who,
and where, i3 the profiteer? And what
single Government can deal effectively
with him? Ask the average man to point
out the villain, and ho will stutier
something incoherent alx>ut "J. and P.
Coats," and the "White Star Shipping
Company," with possibly a further vagne
reference to tho "American Meat Trust"
or something other equally remote and
elusive horror. Ask him, then, how he
would deal with these foreign reprobates,
and he will jahble insanely for a minute
or two, and then, most likely call you a
cursed Bolshevik, as the shortest way out
of the difficulty.

The plain fact is that the present high
cost of living is a problem to baffle the
wisest. The solution seems as far away
as heaven, or the other side of Dee street.

The causes are numerous and tangled. The
chief of them are the enormous inflation
of paper currencies, the disorganisation
of industry through the late disa-greement,
and the fact of diminished supplies facing
ccnstant, or increasing remands. Other
minor factors such as strikes, lock outs,
the go-slow policy, etc., may be added to,
or included in, the above. Profiteering
has its place among them, of course. But
if we expect a few instances so glaring as
to ma"ke us blink, it is most difficult of
discovery. Like the puzzle knots of sailors,
it shows no profiteering ends to supply the
c!ue to its own nndoing. Its beginnings,
in the case of any particular commodity,
are usually so small and obseure as to

escape detection, or so remote as to be

beyond our reach; and it is built up by
almost imperceptible accretions until it
reaches such proportions as to knock the
breath out of the wretched consumer.
In self-defence he, then, if a tradesman,
at once raises the prices of his own goods,
or if a wage earner, secures an advance
in his wages, so increasing the cost of
living to others who do the same in their
tuni, and so on, ad infinitum. In short,
we are all profiteers, each to the full ex-
tent of liis opportunity, or of his necessity.
We are all caught within a mailstorn of
high prices and high wages, higher wages
and higher prices, and are being drawn
every moment nearer to disaster. The
only things that promise a way out, so
far as I can see, are the rapid extension
of State Enterprise, increased production j
(v ith proper liafeguards against the priv-
afc appropriation of excess profits), and
the simpler life. It is hard to tell how
the two first are to be achieved, but the
last lies entirely in our own hands.

"We are all profiteers." (I have said
that before, but it will stand repetition).
A local case— one of the hundreds — in
point. A lady complained fretfully to a
friend of mine a few days ago of the ex-
tortionate price charged for a costume
she was wearing, and, in almost the same
breath, exultingly declared that she had
sold a house for two hundred pounds in
advance of its pre-war price. The tailor
was a wretched, soul-less profiteer, but
tlie lady was—well, an excellent business
woman. As writh every other rule, how-
ever, there are exceptions to that which I
have so positively stated. As the best
general is he who lias never seen a battle,
the kindest husband is the bachelor, the

model mother is the old maid, and the
most generous man is the chronic "hard-
up," so the only non-profiteer is he who
has n^ither gods nor labour to sell. It
is go easy to refrain from over-charging
when you have nothing to chaige for
which reminds me of the story of Shau-
baum, the pork butcher. "How much a
pound is your sausages this morning?"
enquired a sharp featured little woman of
him. "Der bri-ce vos gone upo," rcplied
Shaubaum, "I vill haf to sharge you
elefenpence,"
"Nonsense," said the vinegary little
woman. "Luch imposition! why, I can
get them at Winkelbriet's for eightpence."
"Vell, madam, vy don'd you do so?"
"Don't be impudent, my good man.
V/inkelbriet was out of them."
Ah, Vell," smiled Shaubaum," if I vos
o it of dem I vood let you haf dem for

eightpence doo, madam."

Ac a recent R.S.A. gathering up north
one of the speakers waxed eloquent on the
many merits of matrimony, chiefly stxess-
ing itg excellence as a setling infliience.
"Get married boys," he said, "and you
will soon setle down. Look at me ! I
married years ago, and have been well
settled ever since." (Laughter and ap-
plause.) Fancy such a pathetic admission
meeting "laughter and applause." Luck
is the thoughtlessnes of youth. For my
cvn. past, when I read his words. I longed
to stretch ont the hand of sympathy to a
fdlow sufferer. I had trodden the same
stony path as himself, and — but let me
sing it:
When Marion. and I was wed,
The future glowed with promise bright;
The flying hours about us shed
Their Lavish largess of delight,
Cur lot was modest, but, content,
I envied not the king his crown ;
For weary of the years mis-spent,
I fonnd it sweet- to settle down.

Alas those halcyon days are o'er,
Adozen kids my table share ;
My crew is small, and prices soar,
While debts pursue me every where,
No- peace I know, but day and night
I drain affliction's bitter cup ;
E'or though I'm settled down alright,
My trouble now's to settle UP.

Most of us have laughed over the old
story of the public court book tbat laad
done swearing service for many years be
fore it was aiscovered to be, not a bible,
but a dictionary. The story may be true
or not, but here is a- local one which at

least, possesses that rare merit. A young
lady clerlc sought out a local J. P. at his
place of business a few days ago for the
purpose of making an affidavit. A dif
ficulty arose, however, in that no bible
could be found, though whether it was
tbat that particular J.P. did not own one,
or, owning one, had mislaid it, this de-
ponent knoweth not. But our Justice
was a resourceful man, and, after a mom-
entary emharrassment, he suddenly lifted
a small volume from his desk, and saying :
"Here, this will do just as well," he push-
ed into the young lady's hands —a rail-

waJ gnide. It may be added that the
young lady having some doubt as to the
volume possessing the proper degreo of
sacredness for the purpose, declined to be
sworn on it, tlie difficulty being fmally
settled by the J.P. taking her affirmation.

back t-o remote ages, is in the form of a
pot of flowers, surmounted by an uucut
ruby the size of a hen's egg.

The climbing catfish of Colombia can
climb by means of suction apparatus, not
only up the sleeply-inclined bedof amoun-
ta>n torrent, hue even up a smootli verti-
cal surface,
The Trafalgar medal was struck in pew-
ter for the lower deck. The seamen were
annoyed at its shoday appearance, and
most of the recipients threw their decora-
tions into the sea.
Naturai dyes, made mostly from vege
tables, plants and wood, were practically
the only dyes known for centuries. Their
gradual disuse in the last hundred years
has been due to the discovery that dyes
could be made from coal tar..

^

TELEPHONES: 736 & 113S. p-o. BOX 249.

1 SOLCIERS SHOULD CONSULT US I
|

- FOR -
§

| HOUSES & FARMS OR FOR INSURANGE §
W OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS. W

| COLIN McDONALD, R. B. CAW8 & GO., |
PROPESTY SALESMEN, MERCANTILE BROKERS,

(|j GENERAL COMNiSSION AGENTS, m

)x\ COLOSIAl BANK CHAMBEKS, DEE STREET, INVERCARGILL. A\

BUY MiGHELINS, NOW!

WHILE H°

STOGKS INGREASE

AVAILABLE. PRICE.

P, H. VICKERY, L1MITEP.
INVERCARGILL.

P. SWANSON.

FURNITURE MANTJFACTURER,

YARROW STREET.
j

'Phone—1211.

ALL
kinds of Furniture supplied at rea-
sonable prices.

OAK FURNITURE A SPECIALTY^

New Designs drawn to scale free of
charge.

Pictuve Framing, Pattern Making, and
Wood Carving done on premises.

Cfiiarges moderate.

If you are thinking of furnishing give us
a call. We are sure to please you, First-

class workmanship. All goods guara-nteed.

p. swanson,
YARROW STREET.

ANGLO-AMEEJGAN CANDY SHOP
(AYSON'S),

72 DEE STREET, INVERCARGILL.

Our
TOFFEES Sweet are hard to beafe
in any time, at any time, and

especially nowr

For a SODA DRINK I do not think you
can surpa&s a deliciour glass of our

assortment.

A RING THAT SATISFIES.
"\TO Purcbase of a lifetime requires the
IN care that should be sbown in bnying
the

ENGAGEMENT RING.

We have made a study in this Ring,
and have chosen a stock which will enable
you to have the BEST SETS, the
PRETHEST SETTINGS, and the most
reliable PLAIN RINGS.

T. ROCH
v/atchmaker and jeweller.

The letters in the alphabet of the world
vary from 12 to 202 in nnmber. The Ha-
waiiah alphabet has the small est namber„
ihe Tartarian the largest.

i

JF
YOU ARE

RUILDING OR DEOORATING

A HOME,

Remernbv.r that

THE BEST WALLPAPERS

Come from—i

J. H. DIXOH & SCN,
"THE WALLPAPER SFOP,"-

DEE STREET,

'Phone 730,

^
LITTLE GLILD IS

VERY OFTEN

FASTIDIOUS

IN HIS TASTES.

TH0MS0FS

GARBONATED

Waters and Cordirfe

WILL ALWAYS PLEASE TSr'J.
MOST EXACTING PALATK

PURER OR BETTER DRINKS
THAN

THOMSON'S
ARE UNPROCURABL®.


