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THE HAPPY HOME.

John Millbank was taking off his boots
while his young wife, holding his slippers,
watched him with loving cyes.

Ho was a man of thirty, with a strong,
intelleclual {ace, just a little hard, perhaps
for John Millbank was a fighter both by
training and by instinct. But when he
looked up and met the affectionate, admir-
ing gaze of his wife fixed upon him, his
expression became very gentle and tender,

Lucy Millbank was but twenty-two, and
Irs been two years a wife. She was very
pretty and very girlish, with a wealth of
fa’r hair, the bluest of blue eyes, and a
slim, graceful figure,

“Dinner will be ready in ten minutes,”
she sad.

“Then we have just time to lhiave a peep
at the boy,” said the man rising to his
feet. “How has he been to-day?”’

“Oh, splendid!" eried Luecy, her face
aglow, “He really is wonderful, John,
He grows more like you every day!”

John Millbank langhed, and shook his
head.

“Oh no Jackie is his mother's boy. He
bas your hair and eyes. I sometimes
think he ought to have been a girl.”

“John!" exclaimed Lucy, genuinely bor-
rified at so dreadful a sugzestion. ““Why,
he has your mouth and chin exactly. 1
am sure he will be very determined when
he grows up, and very manly.”

The man laughed again, and put his
agn afiectionately round his Hitle wife's
waist."”

“We'll make something of lim, T dare
gay.’’ he said confidently. “Dy the time
we have to think of that I hope to be in o
better position to give him a chance.”

They passed out of the room together,
and made their way upstairs to the bed-
room.

1. was a small house in a genteel Lon-
don suburb where the Millbanks had their
home.

John Millbank was a struggling barris-
ter, fighting hard teo, make a position for
himself.

Ifis keen eyes saw success abead, but he
had not yet. reached it.

In these days if he had been told that
ho cared wmove far his caracr than for his
wife and child he.would have denied i,
for he dearly loved the beautiful girl he
Iwl married and the baby son she had

given him, bul it was true they were litle ;

in his thoughts. Most of his waking hoarg
were occﬁp%ed in the grim fight {o achieve
success in his profession,
1t was a pleasant bedroom, with a dou-
I:l2 bed facing the two windows and a
child's cot by the side of the bed.
Jackie's

v

H

niother was Jackie's only nurse- .

maid, and the child siept in the same |

roorr as his parents. At night-time the
side of the cob neavest to the bed was let
dewn, so that Lucy, by simply pulting
out her hand, could reach her littlo one
shculd he need her.

Very softly Jolin and Lucy entered.the
room avd approached the cot.

A fair-haired baby boy, barely a year
old. was lying there asleep.

One plump little arm was thrown out
over the coverlet, the baby face, framed
in suony curls, had the delicate bloom of
healthy infancy, and the lips were parted
in a happy smile,

“Don't yon love him, Johm?' said
Lucy, in a swhisper.

Tho man nodded, and his arm tightened
round her waist.

“He is a bit of you,” he said tenderly.

anothers,

“1 think he will be clever,” declared

Licy, still in a cautious whisper.
“I am sure of it.”

“Minnie says he is the most wonderful
boby she has ever seen.”’

“Minnie had better not say anytbing
else,” said John, with a grin. *“I believe
yo1 would discharge her on the spot.”

Lucy flushed a little. She was just a
wee bit hurt. She did not consider J«Lkzc s
virtues a fit subject for jest.

‘I know I am silly,” she said, forget-
ting to whisper; *‘but you must admit he
isn't just an ordinary baby. When I was
out with him this afternoon I took par-
ticular notice of all- the other babies in
the prams, and I felt so sorry for the poor
There was not one of the babies
who looked so pretiy or so intelligent as
Jackie,”

{Continved on page 6.)

NOT UNDERSTO0D.

Net understood. We move along asunder,
One paths grow wider as the seascns

creep

Along ke years; we marvel and we
wonder

Why life is iife? And then we fall
asleep-—

Not understood.

Nut understood. We gather falsc impres:
sions,

And hug them closer as the years go by,

Tiil virtues often ceem to us transgressions,

And thus men rise and fall, and live and
die——

Not understood,

Not understood. Poor souls with stunted
vision

Oft measure gients by their narrow
guege;

The poisoned shafts of falsehood and de-

rision
oft impelled ’gainst those
monld the age—
Not understood.

Are who

Not understood.
action,
Which lie beneath the surface and the
show,
Ave disregarded; with sell-satisfaction
We judge our neighbours, and they
often go—
Not understood.
Net understood.  Tow trifles often change
us!

The thoughtless sentence or the fancied

slight

Destroy long years of {riendship, and ost-

range us,
And on our souls there falls a freezing
blight—
Not understood.
-
Net understood.  How many breasts are
sching
For lack of sympathy! Ak, day by day
Low many cheerless, lonely hearts ae
breaking!
How many Nyble spirits pass away—

Not nnderstood.

O God! that men would see a little clearer, -

Or judge less lharshly where they can-
not zee;
) (rod! that men would draw a little
nearer
Tv one another; they’d be nearer Thee—
And understand.

—Thos. Bracken.

The secret springs sf .
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POTTING THE WHITE. -

It may be safely said that by far the
greater number of ordinary players--and
hy ordinary players I mean those who oc-
casionally make a 20-break or so, but who
varely get beyond a 30-break—have very
strong scruples against po'Ltina the white.

When a player has inadvertently potted
hi. opponent, the expression ‘“Very sor-
! or some similar remark, will often
thau not be heard. A great deal has
been written on this subject of potting the
rwhite, and invariably to show that when
i it is to the advantage of the striker to do
8ol it is the right imd correct game, and

that the idea that such a course is un-
gentlemanly, is an absurdity which only
exists in the minds of the generality of
novices or inferior players, and which is
not for a moment tolerated by profession-
als or good amateurs.

There are several totally different condi-
tions under which it may be the game to
pct the white, and they may be broadly
classified ag follows:

(1) Potting the white in order to after.
 wards leave a double-baulk.

P {2) Potting the white to obtain posi-
tion for an in-off from the red.

(3) Potting the white, and following
in after it--a four shot—when the red
happens to be weli-placed for an in-off
from baulk,

{4, The same stroke when the red is so

placed that it can be easily potted from :

k., »
i (3} Potting the 'white with the red,
leaving the red in position for a pot or an
in-off,

Of course, it is presumed that in each
of the above cases the balls are, in such
a position that, with the excepiion of
potting the white, they are as regards
the capability of the particular player
quite safe,

The most common object in potting the
, white is to leave a double-baulk after-
"wards. In order io ensare this, it will
sometimes be the game to play a four-shot
even when the red, though in a safe posi-
tion, is out of baulk.

i
" FOTTING THE WHITE TO OBTAIN
POSITION FOR THE RED,

The striker should pot the white, when,
hy doing so, he can leave hig ball in good
"position for scoring from the red ball—
“preferably, of course, for an in-off—which

fromr his previous location was quite safe.
| An example of this. The cue-ball is
rea. the side cushion, about six inches
frcm the object white, which is near the
_mcuth of the pocket, and in such a posi-
‘tior ihat there is no in-off on—barring
the difficult jump-shot. The red is half
:.a yard or so from the side eushion, and a
‘few inches above the centre pocket,

Two other positions, the red being on the
spot in each ease, and the object white
on the very edge of the top pocl\et or
centre pocket. - The cue-ball is in each
caze about iwelve inches from the object-
ba'l, Under ordinary circumstances, the
'gsme is to pot the white and remain in

position for an in-off from the red.
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A 4-SHOT WITH A VIEW TO AN

: IN-OFF AFTERWARDS.

{ is the game to pot the white when,
with the balls otherwise safe, the striker
will, by making a four-shot, have good
poeition from baulk for an in-off from the

red.  Positions like this constantly occur,

THE RED AFTERWARDS.

A position with nothing else on except
potting the white, which is on the brink
of the pocket. By playing a four-shot,
however, the red is in good position for a
pat from baulk, and that, moreover,
should leave an easy in-off--red on the
spct—to continue with.

POTTING THE WHITE WITH THE
RED.
Positions pretty frequenlly cceur when
the balls are in a line, or nearly so, with
tha object white on the brink of the poc-

ket, and quite covered by the red. When-
eve: this occurs, and there is no other
‘easy score on, the red ball should be
piayed on to the white with gentls
strength, so that after potting the white
it will itself remain over the pocket, and

 tlaos leave good position for further scor-

m3

Whether the red is left over the centre
or top pocket, it can afterwards be potted
in such a manner that an in-off is easily
left.

In potting the white in the first instance
,‘it may sometimes happen that through
not hitting the red ball quite correctly, or
_thrcogh not playing slowly enough, the
Pred will not remain in a position for a
"pt  In this event, there will nearly
always be an in-off left. In fact, the
stroke must be played very badly indeed
to leave nothing on afterwards, ‘

H

POTTING THE WHITE INSTEAD OF
PLAYIN(G: A CANNON.

Iv. the cases so far described, the three
balls 2hve always been in such safe posi-
“tions that any score, except by potting
tle white, was most unlikely. Instances
however, often occur when, notwithstand-
in,, the fact that there is a simple ball-to-
bail cannon on, the game is most undoub-
tedly to pot the white instead of playing
the cannon.

ROWING.

The Railway R.C. has won £109 prize
meney to date, the second best season the
cieb has had. In 1901 £150 was won but
nuwadays prize money bas dropped, the
‘same year Railway represented Southland
in the interprovincial race which was won
*y Railway, the names of the winning
vrews were as follows: Messrs D, Rodie.
stroke, B. Basatian 3, A. M. Cameron 2,
[. Broad bow, H. Christophers coxswain,
Mr A. H. Stock coach.

" At Riverton on December 26th, 19190,
Railway crews secured 5 firsts and 3 sec-
onds. £27.

At Bluff, 1st January,
and 3 seconds. £25.

At Invercargill, on 2nd February, 1820,

1020, 5 Airsts

A 4 SIIOT WITH AVIEW TO POTTING

[7 firsts and 6 seconds. £33,

At Dunedin, on 13th Februzry,
2 firsts and 5 scconds.  £14.

At Wanganui Championship Rezatla, e
215} February, 1920, 1 first. £10.

The Railway crews have been handicap
ped in getting training for (J,ueenbtovn.
Regatta on 3rd of April, 1920, owing t
their cars going astray on homeward jour
rey from Wanganui Regatta, being retura-
ed to Wellington.

Crews will be in sclid training from now
is rowed off on 3rd April, 1920.

Club races have been very popular dur-
ing the season. In the Trial Fours, 12 crews
compebing to win the set of gold medals
which are yearly given by the Club, the
wirning crew were C. R. Baker stroke
W. Axtken 3, J. Marshall 2, ¢, MHamil
~bow.

The Club Pair race was also of keen
interest and some hard rowed races result
ed In the final out of 10 crews, A. G.
Aitken stroke, W, S. Sparks bow, wor
easily thus receiving two gold medals pre
sented by Mr W. Robinson.

A single scull race is also in progres
and some very good. racing has so fi-

1920,

| been viewed, the winner receives a go!

medal presented by Mr G. Munro, Jnr.

This class of sculling 'has been lack
for some considerable time, and mem?t-
are becoming fond of the single boata. ¢
casionally a fall out is observed, buf {
member is no time before he iz omtt
go again and none the worse for the duc
ing.

M E. R. Latham, club captain, has th
best record in the boathouse this year, an.’
the best for some considerable time past.
having secured 10 firsts.

Mr G. G. Webb, deputy captain, is sec
crd with @ firsts,

WINNINGS OF INVERCARGILL ROW-
ING CLUB’S CREWS AT REGATTAS.

SEASON 1919—-1920.

Youths Fours.—J. Hamilton, J, Brown,
G. W. Kidd, W. 8mith, gecond at River-
ton and Bluff.

Youths Fours.—W. Adamson, J. Hamil-
ton, C. R. Baker, . W. Kidd, second at
Invercanzill and Dunedin.

Senior Pair.—S. Shepherd and F. Pad-
gek, second at Riverton.

Maiden our.—8. Kuight, P. Garrett,
R. Dizon and M. Lyttle, first at Riverton
and second at Dunedin.

Maiden Four.—S, nght P. Garrett,
S. Adamson and M. Lyttle, second at In-
vercargill and Dunedin.

Junior Four.—G. G. Webb, A. White,
W Robinson and E. R. Latham, first at
Riverton, Bluff, Invercargill and Dunedin.
Maiden Pair.—8. Knight and P. Garrett,
first at Riverton, ‘Bluff, Invercargill, and
second at Dunedin,

Junior Pairs.—G, G, Webhk and E. R,
Latham, first at Invercargill.

Maiden Pair.—M. Lyttle and R. Dixon.

second at Rivertou.

Junior Pair.—G. (. Webb and E. B

. Latham, first Riverton, Bluff and Dusedir:

Junior Pair.-—-S. Webb and A. Whit. .

i second at Invercargill,

Maiden D. Sculls,—G. Munro and -
Webb, first at Riverion, Bluff, Inverc .
gill and second at Dunedin.

Junior D. Scalls. T, Findlay and !
R Latham, first at Bluff and Invercargi’

Junior D. Sculls—F. Padget and !
Knight, second at Invercargill,

Senior Four.—L, L. Padget, L. Coc!
roft, T, I*m&lay and F. Padget, second .
Blnﬁ

Senior Fom-.u\v. Adamson, R. Gal
braith, P. Rice and (. Munro, second at
Invercargill.

Youths Pair.—W. Adamson,
Hamiltom, fiest at Invercargill,

- Senior Pair.—8. Shepherd, and F. Pad-
ger, first Invercargill.

Senior Pair.—-L. L, Padget and T. Find.
lay second at Invercargill,

Youths Pair.—W. Adamgon
Hamilton, second at Dunedin.

Money won at Riverton, £27; Bluff,
£25; Invercargill £33 ; Dunedin, £14.

Junior Pair.—Wanganui Championship

tegatta.—G. G, Webb and E R. Latha,m,
ﬁrsr £10.

E. R. Latham, captain, 11 firsts,

G. G. Webb, deputy captain, 9 firsts,

and J.

and J.
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GRAKD BILLIARD SALOON.
NINE TABLES.

Silence, Civility and Attention.

For your Garden Seeds,
Plants and Trees, go to

TINY DANIEL

Southland Floral, Plant,
and Seed Supply,

Albion Buildings, Dee Street, Invercargill.
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