THE DIGGER, FRIDAY, MARCH 26, 1920.

YOU WILL
FIND IT
. T0 YOUR ADVANTAGE

170[} WILL ALWAYS FIND

IT TO YOUR AD-

VANTAGE TO DEAL WITH

US. WHATEVER YOUR RE-

QUIREMENTS ARE WE CAN

SUPPLY YOU WITH
FURNITURE,
HARDWARE,

CROCKERY,

TIMBER,
HOUSEHOLD AND FARM RE-

QUIREMENTS.

WE STRIVE TO MAKE A

SATISFIED C(CUSTOMER OF
YOU AND GIVE PROMPT SER-
VICE AND BEST VALUE.
START WITH US TO-DAY.
CALL ON US OR RING TELE-

PHONES 634-635 or 2.

BROAD, SMALL & GO.

UEE, TYNE, LEVEN STS.

Private 'Phone—883.

Phone--343.

ALEX. PETERSON,

PLUMBER AND GASFITTER,
45 Tay street,

INVERCARGILL.
NIA.NT.’:FACTURER of Spouting, Down-

pipes. Ridsing Tanks, Baths, Hot
and 77 (. Apparatus, etc,

- work too large or too small,

ASANUFACTURER OF IRON LADDERS,
Ete.

SOLE SOUTHLAND AGENT FOR
WIZARD LIGHTING SYSTEM.

.

DRAEE, DEE STREET.
{Near Club Hotel}.

V

CHOICEST———
FRUIT, and
CONFE(TIONERY

ALWAYS OBTAINABLE.

Everybody's Fruit Confectioner,

The
——PEOPLE’S BOOT SHOP,~——
Corner YARROW and McMASTER
STREETS,
KAST INVERCARGIL,

BOOTS AND SHOES

Ab lowest prices combined with best
possible quality.

Cuomspare my prices with town,

REPAIBS A SPECIALTY,

ALEX. KIDD,

Bootmaker,

~ Fln the course of & conversation with
Madame Campan, Napoleon Bonaparte re-
T marked: ‘The old system of instruction
: seems {0 be worth nothing; what is yeb
wanting in order that the people should
=0 properly educated? Mothers,’ replied
Madame Campan, The reply struck the
;E_mperor. ‘Yes!” said he, ‘here is a system
‘i edacation in one word. Be it your
i <are, then, to train up mothers who shall
know how to cducate their childrené =

Almb Martain,

PRESENT DAY FILMS.

SOME WONDERFUL PRODUCTIONS.

The world’s output of films is rapidly

approaching that of priuted fiction. Am-
ong ihem are good, indifferent, and frank-
ly bad, the two latter categories vastly
predominating. So far as real merit goes,
many are no whit superior to films made
ten years ago, but so lavish is the expen-
diture on scenery and costume, and so
perfeet are the photographs, that the un-
critical part of cvery audience, practically
ninety-nine persons in a hundred, never
dream of cavilling at the story.

This type of picture-play serves but to
giorify the superior craltsmanship of the
stage-manager, the dressmaker, the car-
penter, and the photographer, and, were
1t really the best the screen were capable
of giving us, then indeed would the out-
Ik for the cinema be black. Fortunately,
th:s is not the case. The possibilities of
exploiting what is, after all, an invention
of yesterday were soon realized by many
hard-headed American business men.

BY LEAPS AND BOUNDS.

They todk wp the manufacture of films,
as they would aoything else which held
ou’ a promise of luceralive returns, and
their expectations have not been belied.
Ncthing has yet occurred to convince
these wholesale film manufacturers that
they may not march on indefinitely from
suceess to success.

In spite of the sneers of the “high-
brows,”” the demand for their wares has
gore on increasing by leaps and bounds.
There appears as yet no limit to the pos-
sible extension of enterprises, at the head
of which are men who would, probably,
be genuinely surprised were they told that
olcgraphs executed with sufficient dexter-
ity are not equal to old masters.

But these men are pot the only ones
engaged in what they themselves signifi-
cantly describe as the “film game.”’ Thers
a‘c others who see in the screen not a
game, but a medium for interpreting a
new conception of the highest form of
drematic art, and a few have proved that
they are right. In ‘““The Birth of a
Nation”” and ‘‘Intolerance’’ the American,
David Wark Griffith, made two great
films, which immediately convinced all
whe had eyes to see thut the ‘‘silent
drama’ was a new force with which eivili-
sation would have to count, Both these
films, though not the final word, are stup-
endous creations which genius alone
could have conceived and carried out.

D. W, GRIFFITH'S TRIUMPH.

Quite recently, no later than a few
weeks ago, in fact, Grifith has shown in
New York a film, called ‘“‘Broken Blos-
soms,”’ which has put the final seal on
his reputation. It is based on a brief
sketch, “The Chink and the Child,” in
“Iimehouse Nights,” by Thomas Burke,
which were published in London a few
years back, but passed almost wn-noticed,
except by the elect. It is as unlike the
ordinary screen-story as could be imagin-
ed, yet it has had a longer consecutive
run than any film before. ’

Another comparatively recent American
film, which may claim to be a milestone
in the evolution of the cinema, js *'My
¥our Years in Germany,” by Mr Gerard,
ex-American Ambassador in Berlin. This
visualised chapter of contemporary history
was the most effective propaganda film
ever made. Another extraordinary good
picture thai interests and educates at one
and the same time s *““Adventures among
the Cannibals,”’

America, however, notwithstanding her
enormous output, has no monopoely of the
films that count. 8he ha#, it is true, in
Devid Wark Griffith, Thomas H. Inee,
and Cecil B. de Mille three directors, as
they are called, who are probably un-
equalled. She has also a number of screen
arlists, both men and women, who are
comparable to, if they do not surpass, the
ost lalented on the legitimate stage.

TWO GRIEAT PICTURES,

“Quinneys’ is another English produe-
iion that is worthy to live, Henry Ainley’s
impersonation of the chief part is a mas-
terpiece of acting.  Perhaps, howerver,
the English film bas reachoed its highest
point in two picture-plays which will not
boe seen by the public for some months,
“Faith”’ and ‘“Hope,"” or, as they have
been rechristened, “In Bondage” and
“‘Sweethearts.”

Both the theme and treatment of these
eritics, while the acting of Miss Sidney
twe plays should satisfy the most exacting
Fairbrother, in the first, and Miss Isobel
Elsom, in the second, is beyond praise.
Tach has created a part that may well be
recognised as a classic. The most signi-
ficant and enconraging aspect of these two
picture-plays, bowever, is that the man
wha is responsible for them should have
had the discriminating courage to geb
away from. the beaten track. It is note-
worthy, in its way, as David Wark Grif-
fith’s choice of '“The Chink and the
Child,” o o

STORIES FOR ALL M0O0DS.

WIT IN WIG AND GOWN.

Judicial humour may, as Lord Loreburn
once said '‘proverbially occupy a low place
in the classification of wit,”” but at least it
serves a ugeful purpose in relieving the
dullness of our Courts of Law; and cer-
tainly no humour, however clever, is more
assured of its tribute of laughter,

Probably no man has a more deserved
place “‘on the list”” of judicial humorists
than Mr Justice Maule, whose Bfashes of
wit illumined many a dreary case in Vic-
torian days. On one occasion, a witness
whose evidence was so doubtful that the
judge bad been obliged to cantion him,
protested, “My lord, yon may believe me
or not; but I have not uttered a word
that is false, for I bave been wedded to
truth from my infancy.” “That sir,”
answered Maule, placidly, "I am prepared
to believe; bubt the question is—how long
have vou been a widow?”’

On another occasion, when a prisoner,
who had been found guilty, exclaimed,
“May God strike me dead, my lud, if T
am not innocent,”” Maule paused for a few
moments, and then said, ‘‘Prisoner at the
bar, as Providence has not scen fit to in-
terfere, the sentence of the Court is—"’

KNEW MORE TIHAN THE JUDGE.

When a little girl once appeared in the
witness-box, Mr Justice Maule proceeded
to ask the nccessary questions to discover
whether she understood the meaning of an
oath and believed in a future state. ‘Do
you kmow what an oath is, my child?’ he
asked, ‘“Yes, sir,”” was the answer; “I
am obliged to tell the truth.”,"And if you
always tell the truth, where will you go
when you die?’ “Up to heaven, sir.”
“And what will become of you if you tell
Lies?”' I shall go to hell, sir.” ‘‘Are
you quite sure of that?’ “Yes, sir, I am
quite sure.” “Let her be sworn,” said
Maule, ‘it is quite clear she knows a
great deal more than I do.”

MR JUSTICE WIGHTMAN'S WIT,

That My Justice Wightman bad a pretty
wit is proved by many a story, of which
the following are iypical. When a witness
once described a man as “forty or forty-
five years old, and an independent gent,”
the judge inquired: ‘Do you mean a
gentleman?’ ‘A gent, my lud,” repeated
the witness. ‘““Ah,” said Wightman, ‘I
see. That's something short of a gentle-
man, isn't 67’

On another occasion a counsel, notorious
for his long-windedness, had been explain-
ing his arguments at prodigions length to
& Kentish jury, when Mr Justice Wight-
man interposed: “I think you have told
us that before, Mr-——"" “Have I, my
lord?’ said the barrister, “I am very
sorry. I had forgotten it.” ‘Oh, please
don’t apologise Mr——," was the smiling

answer, “‘it is quite inteiligible—it was

such a long time ago.”

THE UNCONVENTIONAL BRAMWELL

Probably no Judge was ever more un-
conventional in his judgments and sum-
mings-up ihan Lord Bramwell. In an
Equity case in the Court of Appeal be de-
livered himself thus: “I agree that it is
not necessary to reserve judgment in the
matter, for I have listened attentively to
the learncd and lucid arguments of the
very emineft counsel without, unfortun-
ately, being able to understand one of
them ; and 1 have just listened to the most
profound and lumunocus judgments of my
learned brethern with still greater atten-
tion; but, I regret to say, with no better
result. I am, therefore, of the same opin-
ion as they ave and for the same reasons.’”’

PRISONER. AND VERDIC?.

It was Lord Bramwell, too, who is cred-
iled with the shortest and also the most
startling summing-up on vecord.,  He had
been trying a prisoner on a charge of
stealing a ham. The day was cppressive-
ly hot; counsel had been provokingly Jeg-
wacious; the very ham was perspiring in
the crowded, stuffy court, and the Judge's
patience had reached b aking-point.
When at last it was his twrn to address
the limp and exhausted jury. he epitom-
izsed the case thus: “This gentlemen, is
the prisoner; and there gentlemen, is the
ham. Consider year verdict.”

When a member of the Bar cure re-
marked to Vice-Chancellor Bucon that a
certain barrister, who was commenly said
to have o twist in bis mind, was veyy
claver, “Yes,”” dryly remarked the Judgs,
“he’s a very clever young man. If he
swallowed a nail he would vomit a screw.”

A TIIOUGHT FOR TO-DAY.

Tiet us {ry to be sensible, let us iry to
be good-natured; let us try to be fair—
Dickens.

joutlay on the old coul engine, bemng &

SCIENCE NOTES.

TUREFUL TELEPHONE DEVICE.

There are times when one or two extra
hands would come in very handy, bub
none so much as when telephoning and
trying to jot down facts and figures,
Numerous devices have been developed
to free both hands while telephoning, and
one of the latest consists of an adjustable”
arm for holding the receiver to the ear.
The receiver is left permanently in the
clamp, so as to be ready for instant use.
When the telephone is net in use, the
atm is turned away and back from the
user, which act pulls down the receiver
hook.

DRIVING TRAINS WITH OIL.

The silent war upon Old Kilg Coal
continues with astsnishing fervour. One
of the Eanglish railway companies has now
perfected a locomotive on the internal
combustion principle, with fuel oil for
powcr, just like a mofor-car, a submarine,
or an acroplane. Already the new model
has hauled a heavy goods train at thirty 1
miles an hour. This loco is quite difi-
erent from tihe oil-fuel engines of the
Yankee lines, It will cost barely half the

crude oil-fed Diesel, or an adaptation of
thai' type.  Britain is wading intc fuel
oit at a great pace. Even in the Argentine
wkere scores of millions ef English money
are invested, the British-owned railways
ave beginning to nse petrclenm in their |
engines, instead of coal at £6 a tom.

FARMING BY RLECTRICITY.

It is wellknown that in Canada, elec-
tricity is comparatively cheap and is used
extensively on farms. One of the most
complete electrical services om a2 farm in
Ontario is to be found just outside the
ci*y of Peterborough. Water is pumped
t) house and barn by electric power,
separator, churn, and wasbing-machine,
are operated in the game way, and in the
hcuse there is an electric-range; ironing
is done electrically, a vacuum cleaner is
operated, and there is a fan te cool the
roems, with lights all over the house in
addition., The most remarkable feature is
ths low cost at which all these convenien-
ces are obtained. The highest monthly
bill in the year was a trifie over 24s, with
the general run of about £1. The electric
current is developed from the splendid
water powers of the province, mnotably
Niagara Falls, and is supplied by a de-
partment of the provincial goversment,
which has constructed and operates long-
distance transmission lines apd trans-
forming stations.

——

SIMPLE BLECTRIC PROCESS FOR
CLEANING SILVER.

In these days, when servants are most
diflicult to get, housewives will welcome
auy expedient which reduces fine tak-
en to keep the house and i o .
crder. One of the jrksowe ooy
ahiont a house is cleaning the. .o |
process we are about to esio.
lessens the time and the T:b.i i
The new method is a vor, ple one,
and  without explanation wziy people
would never realise that electricity enter-
nd into the process at all. The only article
needed which will not be found in every
household is an aluminivie bowl. Into
such a bow!l pour a quart of volling water,
and add a teaspoonful each of
salt an washing soda. Then dip
tha tarnished silver articles into this solu-
tion, and leave them in for a few seconds;
after which the articles can be wiped, and
then polished with an crdinary polishing-
cleth.  With this process it is quite un-
necessary to use any powder or paste fur
polishing, What really happens is that the
alumivium bowl, the silver article, and the
galt and soda solution form an clectiic
battery, and the tarnish, which the silver
sulphide, is taken from the silver article
and deposited on the side of the bowl. The.
action is similar in principle to that whick
takes place when the prowss of electre-
plating is carried on, j

“The prosperily of a country depends,
not en the abundance of its revenues, nor
the strength of its fortifications, nor the
beauty of its public buildings; but i con-
sizts in the number of its caltivaled cita-
zens, its men of educaticn, enlightenment,
and character; here are io be found its
true latevest, its chief strengih, iis resl
power."—Aartin Luther,

“Character is moral order seen throngh
the medium of an individual nature . .
Men of character are the conscience of theq
society to which they beleng.”—Emerson.,,

i

ADVERTISING
ADVERTISING.

This is an Advertise~
ment. Nata very long
one, to bz sure, but an

Advertisement.

It has a most onusual
purpose—to Advertise
Advertising.

The me:sage is this :

Don’t miss the Adver-
tisements in the pages
of THE DIGGER.

They make good read-
ing just from the news
and educational stand-

point alone.

But more than that :—

Advertisements  keep
you in touch with the

world’s progress.

They point the path
to comforts that were
unkoown in the old

days.
They help you to save.

They protect you fram

fraud.

Don’t miss the adver

fisements.

They are guide-posts
to better buying.



