
The
southland floral, plant
and seed supply,

TINY DANIEL

(Late with Lennie and Sons),

Begs to state that he has takon over
the

Southland Floral Plant and Seed Supply,
Albion Buildings, Dee street, Invercargill,
and hopes by strict attention to business
to merit a fair share of public patronage.

BEED MERCHANT, FOREST TREES,
FRUIT TREES, ORNAMENTAL
AND FLOWERING SHRUBS AND
TREES,
SUPPLIED AT THE SHORTEST

NOTICE.
A II kinds of Seeds and Plants in Season.

Note Address—
ALBION BUILDINGS,
Dee street.

P.O. Box 332. Telephone No. 30.
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" DIQGERS,"

WE
wish you luck and every prosperity
with this new journal of yours.

Lyon's Ari Gallery,
DEE STREET.

The Soldiers' Picture Framers and Art
Dealers.

Standard Fish Supply,
Tay street.

FRESH
Supplies of Fish and Oysters
Daily. Cleanliness and attention

assured. Give us a trial. 'Phone 907.

GEO. M. FLETCHER,
Praprietor.

APOSTASY.

I've run about iately with folk iniellec-
tual,
Minds that are flashing
And clashing
In strife,
Making me feel like a worm meffcctual,
only much slower
And lower
In life;
In such a rarified air I've been terrified,
Reft of opinion,
A minion
So smail
That—-it is risible — I ara not visible
Under the eyehrows
of highbrows
At all.

So I am liomesick for lowbrows
Oi nobrows,
Averago people of standard design,
Down with snpernal minds!
Mix me with vernal minds,
Ladies'-IIome- Journal minds
Somcthing like mine !

I am exhausted by flights conversational
Wearied by phrases
Like blazes
0? fire,
Take me away from these tests cerebra-
tional,
My brain is spinning,
Beginning,
To tire;
Perish such vertigo ; back I prefer togo
with those who sbine not
And pine not
A jot,
Dull, unsulphitic folk, non-analytic folk,
Minds of the kind that
I find that
I've got.
Yea, I am joyously spurning
Ali learning,
Gaily forsaking the heighs I've becn
shown,
Farewell to super-minds,
Come, let us group our minds,
We who are frankly bromidic in tone;
All us stagnating folk
Non-coruscating folk
Talking of comrnonplace things we liavc
known.

G i ve me benighted minds,
Harold-Bell-W right-ed minds,
Sluggish and static minds,
Cairn and phlegmatic minds,
Unacrobatic minds—just like my own !

Berton Braley, in "American Life."

It is customary in Siberia for a girl
who has accepted the suitor she favourg
to present him with a box of matches and
a pair of slippers, as a sign that he is to
he the masher in the hotne.

Agriculture.
Pasture Notes.
(BY E. BRUCE LEVY.)

ASSISTANT BIOLOGIST, WERAROA
STATE FARM.

GKASSING OF FERN LANBS.

The above mixtures aim at permanent
grasslands on this type of country. They
are fairly expensive (at least £2 per acre),
and will not produce a large bulk of feed
soon after sowing, and when late autumn
sown as little stocking as possible sbould
be give n in order that a good sward be

produced so that heavy stocking can he
carried out in October.
If it is not possible to put on the above
mixtures in view of the high cost the foi
lowing two alternatives are—-

(1) Reduce the area to be sown.

(2) Use mainly Ryegrass in the first

year's sowings and when this is thinning
out surface sow seed of the other species
mentioned in the mixtures to be sown :—

251b Pc-rennial Rye
*61b Crested Dogstail
21b White Clover.

followed in subsequent years by surface
sowing with Cocksfoot. Poa Pratensis,
Danthonia, etc.
This method should he successful in a
moist climate bnt in dry areas the surface
sowing of seed later may not prove suc
cessful.
INDUCED FERN COUNTRY.

These areas are of receiit origin and re-

present a type of succession to which all
bush land in New Zealand is prone a few

years after the forest has been cleared
and burnt. In dealing with this type c4

country therefore the utmost endeavour
should be made to so regulate the factors
of seeding and subsequent farm manage
ment that the reversion to fern is prevent-
ed. Just so long as a sole of grass is

maintained, so that the area is capable
of can'yin.g stock there is little danger of
fern coming in, but so soon a-s hare

ground appears or that the feed so
diminislies that but few stock can be car
ried then fern will inevitably come in
and it being of such an aggressive nature
soon overshadows and crowds ont what

little grass has persistcd, resulting in but
a few years in a complete covering cf

forn . .

Owing to the steepness of the country
and logged state ploughing is impossible,
and owing to the poor fern undergrowth
the area will not carry a fire. Some years
of fern must elapse before sufficient dead j
undergrowth of fern has accumnlated in
order that a saiisfactory burn can be

secured. The aim certainly should be to

secure a good sole of grass from tlie forest
fire for on induced fern country, eve.i
after a saiisfactory burn, the young grass
has a very seiuous ccmpetitor in the re-

appearing fern more so than has that grass
sown on the original forest burn.
Induced fern country must be looked 1

upon, therefore, as dihicult country to ;
tackle without experience and a fair bank- |
ing acconnt. The disability of failure is j
fairly great and certainly this class of

country should not be tackled by the
sma.ll man without at least some level

country that can be ploughed.
If the ploughable area is in the rough
logged state tlie foilowing approximate ex.

penditure would be incurred in order to
aecure a crcp
Stumping and logging up, £15 per acre

(fairly heavy bush).
Seeding, £2 per acre.
Ploughing and cultivating £1 10s pcr
acre.
It is owing to the high cost of stumping
that a great deal of our more level
bush country has remained in fern and

such vegetation until such time as the
fitnmns have more or less rotted out.
The grass-seed mixtures reoommended
for natural fern land apply also to induced
fern country, and must be varied accord-

ing to nature of country to which applied .
The renovation by the surface sowing
of seed of much of our country now in
the stage of transition. should be undcr-
taken, the roughish patches of fern etc,
being burnt previous to seeding. The

species of grasses and clovers likely to be

of most value for this surface sowing are ;
Crested Dogstail, Poa Pratensis, Dan
thonia, Chewings Fescue, Fiorin, White
Clover, and Lotus Hispidus, If a good
deal of birrning is done then other

grasses and clovers conld be added and a
mixture similar to that rccommended for

fern burns could be used.
The mere surface sowing of grass and
clover seed on to a more or less turf is
really needful of much experimental work
to determine whai species actually are the
most reliable to use and the time and
quantities to sow. Those mentioned above
have, however, been tried to some extent,
and the times of sowing most likely to be
attendant on success are early spring or
after the first rains of autumn.
It is quite possible and probable that
Crested Dogstail alone wonld prove quite
a satisfactory grass to employ sowing
down from 10-181b per acre plus 21b
White Clover.
Wlxether the heavy cost of sowing truly
permanent mixture on this class of coun
try could be spread over a period of years
requires experimental proof and depends
on how successful surface sowing of grass
and clover seed is when applied to tlie
already cxisting turf.
There is little doubt but what Paspalum
should be valuable in many fern infested
areas. A sward of Danthonia and Pas

palum, even if the fern did get away,
would ensure that the area could readily
be fired without injury to either of these

grasses. However, where winter feed is
the necessity, Paspalum will be of little
value, as this grass is essentially a sum
mer one.
The value of Danthonia is not fully ap-
preciated by many of our second and
third-class bush burn country farmers. It
is considered not good enough for the land
of any one particular farmer. The en
deavour is made to grass with grasses land
that is just a little too poor for those
grasses satisfactorily to estahlish and hold.
If one takes, for instance, a typical mix- j

j ture
used on this hiii-side country : — [

61b Perennial Rye
s 31b Italian Rye

61b Cocksfoot
! 11b Crested Dogstail

11b Poa Pratensis

^lb Chewings Fescue.
21b Danthonia Pilosa
11b Waipu Brown Top or Fiosin.

21b White Clover
21b Cowgrass.

It will be see-n that the permanent ele-
ments amount to 13-glb per acre, which
amount is expected wh.-u sown on steep
hillsides, where the loss is considerable by
wasting away, etc., to give a satisfac
tory soil. Agaiii the binding clement as
represented by Poa Pratensis and Chew-

1

ings

Fescue

(lJ,ilo
per

acre)

is

quite

use-

less, which means that even the Cocksfoor
cannot rightly be looked upon as a per-
marient con%tituent.

MARAUDING DOGS.

A IIE.M ARKABLE AUSTRALIAN
MENACE.

Mr A. S. Kidman told the New South
Wales Minister. of Lands in Sydney that
wild dogs had pulled down 50,000 sheep
in the properties he controls in New

-
South W7ales. He stated that tlie nian-

agement had been paying £5 for every
dog destroyed, but tlicre was no a.ppreci- j

1

able check in the numbers
of the killers.

| This
statement was made when a deputa-

i tion waited on the Miniister to urge

that tlie Government should assist in

adopting measures to check the depreda-
tions of the dogs which would be in

keeping with the magnitude of the dis-
aster which threatens shecp-owners in

parts of the western division. An enor-
tpeus extent of country was represented
by the deputation, and the representa-
tives wero all thoroughly conversant
with the conditions in the back country.
Mr G. Jeffrey, the principal speaker,
saii that unless the dogs could bo

j
checked the West Darling

would have to

| go out of sheep. It is frequently
said

i that the holders of the country would

have to give up sheep and go in for
cattle, hui the greater extent of the

country is, as is well known, unsuitable
for laxge stoc.k. Other speakers said
that dogs had come in as far as Hillston,
ani there was 110 limit to the country
that was threatened. The Government
was askcd by the deputation to erect
about 150 miles of dog proof fence, and
to repair about 180 miles of existing
fence, and make this dog proof. The
brfier fence would extend from the Dar

ling above Wilcannia to the Queensland
border. The estimated cost of the fence
is £50,000, paymentg to be made in the
course of three years. The Minister was
asked to find this money, and was in-
fcrmed that the lessees coneerned had

spent £20,000 ori 200 miles of dog-proof
fei ling, which was now costing them
£1000 a year for maintenance. It was
estimated that despite this the country
had lost £1,300,000 a year in eheei J
wooh The Minister proved very sympa-
thetic; in fact he stated that the Gov
ernment was prepared to go on with the
fence immediately.

PROFITEERING IN LAND.

HOW THE SOLDIERS ARE BLED.

EXTORITONATE PRICES ASKED FOR
PROPERTIES.

It is but a short cry to tlie time when
recruiting meetin.gs were being c.d in dif-
ferent parts of Dunedin anu i.. nery cen-
tro in Otago, and it is not diiiicult to
remember how stalwart young men, fired
with patriotism, in response to appeais
made to them to rally round the "good
oid tiag" and help to turn back the on-
rushing Hun, doimed the King's uniform
and nobly helped to defeat the enemy of
civilisation, believing that the promises
made to them—that they would be pro-
] tected and cared for upon their return —

|

would bo carried out. It is true that a

great many of the promises made to our
soldiers have been kept and doubtless will
continue to be kept. There are many
mt.n to-day who had had opened up for
them a life entirely diflerent from that to
wliieh they left to go to the front, and,
judging from information gleaned by a
"Eaiiy Times" reporter last week, others
are embarking upon ventures which are
doomed to failure at the outset. This
applies more particularly to the purchase
of property. Instarices of the high prices
which are being extorted from returned
soldiers desirous of settling on the land
came before the Otago Land Board at a
recent meeting, and which leaves little
room for doubt that profiteenng in lana
is being carried on to an abnormal degree.
What would appear to be a particularly
bad case is that concerning a small farm
situated north of Dunedin, which was
sold to a returned soldier for £630. Two
valuations of the property were made sub-
sequently by Government officials, and
each of these disclosed the fact that tho
value of the farm was considerably belovr
£200. The soldier occupant applied for
an advance on his stock, but in the cir-
cumstances this was refused by the board.
Auother case is connected with the sale
of a resideneo for which the owner paid
£625, but which he had tried to sell to a
returned soldier for £880, but subsequent-
)v he reduced his price to £845. This
latter price. according to the reports of
tii» valuers, was absolutely excessive, and
rn application by the soldier to the Land
Board for an advance of money against
this property was declined. Ihis soldier
is a man who suffered severely during the

war, and is permanently disabled. In the
South Otago distriet there has beeii dis-
covered the sale of a farm to a soldier
for a sum between £3000 and £4000. The
soldier applied for an advance of £2-500,
and the proposition on paper looked all

right, but the Government valuers as-
sessed the value of the property at £1977,
?nd, therefore, the application f.or the ad
vance was declined by the board.

KIA ORA.

One incident interesting to New
Zealanders occurred on oue of the
Prince's days in New York. Lieutenant
J. Ross Duggan, of the New Zealand
Field Artillery, was in the line forming
part oi the guard of honour of British
war veterans, when the Prince paid his
visit to the Columbia Yacht Club. As
the Prince passed down the line of the
guard of honour he shook hands with each
member of the guard in turn. When ho
reached Lieutenant Duggan he was greet-
ed with the "high sign" of tho Anzacs,
"Kia Ora." Like a fiasli the Prince
halted. He had never been to New Zea
land, but he recognised the signal im
mediately, and although the New Zealand
uniform did not differ materially from
tho uniform of the other British officers
in line, the Prince was quick to detect
tho metal badge on Lieutenant Duggan's
lr.nel.
"New Zealand Field Artillery," said
the Prince. "I was with you at Col-
ogne."
Lieutenant Duggan aslted the Prince
when he was going to New Zealand to
which the Prince replied :
"Just as soon as 1 can; when are you
gnng back?"

A singular feature to be seen in Japan
on New Year's Day is a grass rope run-
ning from house to hcuse, with symboli-
cal decorations. It is believed to ward
off evil spirits during the year.
The oldest and most freouently-tapped
rubber trees produce the ricliest sap, and

j some treei which are tapped every
other

day will yield sap for more than a score
of years.

Economic Egg Crates.
'

T INDSAY AND CO., Tay street, Inves

Jj cargill, have been appomUi
Southland Agents for this well knoWi
Crate.
The Economic Egg Carrier hag »o*
been on the market for twelve years,
Crates made as far back as 1908 are sti1
giving gcod service.
Suppiied in the foilowing sizes—
No. 1— Holds 20 Dozen.
No. 2— Holds 26 Do7.cn.
No. 3—Holds 10 Dozen,

Also Separate Trays to fit petrol cases--
4£ dozen.

Price on application

—FORr-

yOUR NEXT SU1T CALL^ AND SEE US.

WE WILL GIVE YOU EVERY
SATISFACTIGN.

J. H. Geddes & Sons,
HIGH-CLASS TAILORS,
Dee street,
INVERCARGILL.

FOR SALE.

5 ACRES, Waikiwi with good 8-roomed
house; ideal situation, The price is
right.

10 ACRES with brick dwelling close to
town. This is a good place. Price
£1750.

132 ACRES ,Edendale, with ncod dwell

ing; handy sitnation. Price £1300.
Terms easy.

16 ACRES, Lorne; good six-roomed house.
etc ; all been cultivated. Price £1500

30 ACRES, Kennington. All in young
grass; six-roomed house ,etc. Price
£1600.

30 ACRES, Gore ; all in grass ; six-roomed
house, etc. Price £1200.

62 ACRES, Mataura; all in grass; good
seven-roomed house ; 5 mile from

township. Price £40 per acre.
73 ACRES, Makarewa; three-roomed
house and hut ; part ploughed. The
lot for £900.

132 ACRES, Makarewa ; no buildings ;

part cleared, part sown and part Lc
stumps. Price £20 per acre.

T. D. A.~M0EFETT
Land and Esfcate Agents,
Grain, Seed, and Hernp Broker,
Athenaeiun Buildings,
INVERCARGILL.

SOME GOOD LAW STORIES.

Judge Parry has many amusing stoiiess
to teil of the various people wTho have
been brought before him. Some time
ago he was hearing a case in which a
poor woman was coneerned, and he an-

I

nounced that the trial would have to be

adjourned.
1 "What does that mcan?"

asked
the

woman.
"Put off," replied the judge.
"Oh, when till?"
"Till next Monday."
"Oh, I can't come on Monday," ex-
claimed the woman indignantly. "Mon
day' s my washing day. But I tell yots
wbat : you'd better come and see me,

your Honour. That' II be much better
than troubling me to come to this ere
court."

Lord Morris was conducting a trial in
which a gentleman sought damages from
a veterinary surgeon for having poisoned
a valuable horse. The issue depended
upon the question of liow many grains m
a certain drug could be safely adminis-
teied. The dispensary doctor proved that
be had given eight grains to a man, from
which it was to be inferred that twelve
lor a horse was not excessive. "Docthor,
dear," said the Judge, "niver moind yer
eight grains in this matter of twelve, be
CMise we ali know that some poisons are
accumulative in effect, an' ye may go ihe
edge of ruin, with impunity. But tell
me this : the twelve grains

— the twelve,

moind ye—wouldn't they kill the divb
himself if he swallowed them?" "I don't
know, my Lord," said the doctor, pomp-
ously drawing himself up ;

" I never

prescribed for that patient." "Ah, 110,
docthor dear, ye niver did, more's the
pity. The ould bhoy's alive still !

One of Mr Pett Ridge's stories con-
cerns a London police court.
One rnorning the magistrate recognised
one of the visitors to the court as an old

cluhman,. and invited him to talce a soat on
the bench.
The newcomer accepted, and whisporcd
to the magistrate that this was his fmst
visit to a police court, adding, as he look>

i ed round the
apartment,

"Bnt
I notice

yo 1 have a remarkably tough lot of eus-

tomers to deal with this rnorning.'
"Hush!" replied the magistrate in an

agonised vvhisper, "those are the
ors !"


