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EXCELLENT VARIETIES.

UNSURFASSED VALUER

WE
IMPORT DIRECT.
BUY IN BEST MARKETR.
SELL AT MODERATE PRICES.
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WILL FIND IN OUR STOCKS OF

APPAREL AND SOFT GOODS

Price & Bulleid,

LTD.
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TAY STREET,

INVERCARGILL, and BLUFF,

EVERY DIGGER

HOULD Enshrine in his home these
records of those imperishable deeds
which made New Zealand’s fame.

VOLUME I—
“The New Zealanders at Gallipoli.”
By Major Waite,. D.8.0., N.Z.E.

VOLUME 11—
“The New Zealanders in France.”
By Col. Stewart, C.M.G., D.S.0.,
M.C.

VOLUME III.—
“‘The New Zealanders in Palestine.”
By OLieut.-Co]. Powles, C.M.G.,
bB.8.0.

VOLUME 1V,—
The War Effort of New Zealand.
Mesopotamia, etc.
ORDER RIGHT NOW,
Price 6/- Vol. Posted 6/6.

HYNDMAN’S,

INVERCARGILL,
AGENTS.

THY “DIGGERY ——
Bays that
McNEE ANXD CLARK,
94 Dee street,
are the Leading OLOTHING
- snd MERCERY OCGUYFIT-
TERS in Southland.

Try them for——
SUTLS, HATS WOOL TUN-
DERWEAR, SOFT COL-
LARS, TIES, SHIRTS, Ete,

M<NEIL& CLARKS
> SUITS To MEASURE <

RABBITSKINS

OUR PRICES ARE:
EARLY AUTUMNS 1OSD per Ib,

HEAVY RAQCKS ... 921) per lb,
LIGHT RACES .. 821: per 1b.

SMALL SKINS ... K pex

NO COMMISSION CHARGED.
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LABELS ON APPLICATION,

e vea.

AETURNS POSTED BY FIRST MAIL.
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J: H. KIRK & CO.
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It was not altogether the fault of igna-
tius ("Hara that he had an exaggerated
udea of his own importance. He bad heen
suffering from that royal disecase }nown
as swelled head, practically {rom the ifune
when he had first possessed a head at all
From the moment when he had Leen able
to walk about with any degree of steadi-
ness, péeple had been in the habit of
measuring his prominent brow and throw-
ing out dark allusions as to the possibility
of scme such thing as braing being con-
cealed behind the broad expanse of fore-
head.  Which threatened wave of intel-
lectuality had caused Mrs O’Hara, his
indulgent mother, to bring up her pro-
mising son according to the light and
pr.vileges of a family genius.

It ever there was the case of a man
having greatness thrust upon him, that

case was the case of Ignatius O'Hara.

Lot him do his best or his ‘worst, it was
all to the same purposze. His grand re-
putation, travelling in front of him al-
ways, made hig path difficalt, and raised
hopes which there was no possibility of
fulfilling.

That he was not a brilliant success at
school, or that the teacher had great
difficulty in driving anything into his
wonderful head, Mrs O'Hara put down
tc the vagaries of geniua, She would
have him a genius, and nothing bat a gen.
ius.

When Ignatins had arrived at an age
when he might be expected to chooss
some trade or profession, his ebief in-
tellectual stock-in-trade consisted of an
accurate and exhaustive knowledge of
cock-fighting and horse-racing. With
such brilliant endowments, Mrs O'Hara
decided that the extraordinary talents of
k:r son demanded nothing less than the
study of medicine.

So Ignating was seni to the city and
entered at the university as a student of
medicine. He spent some seven years
there, during which time he exerted him-
self mainly in getting rid of his mother’s
money, conbracting debts, and securing
infallible racing tips. At the end of that
period, Mrs O’Hara being on the verge of
bankruptcy, and Ignating receiving the
gentle hint that a vwniversity was for the
purpose of supplying learning and nob
brains, that incorrigible geniug retired to
his mother’s farm, presumably to com-
plete the ruin of her fortunes.

I. was at this stage that the peeuliar
genius of Ignatius sought an entirely new
field for the purpose of its development.
Ignating entered the lists of love. As
ho had always lived en borrowed reputa-
tions, laying claim to ‘what was pot his
own, it was not to be expected that Ig-
natius in love would be materially dif-
ferent from Ignatius in school, In shert,
when he looked for s sweetheart, he pro-
posed to steal one from a friend,

His despised cousin, big John Houli-
han, who lived on the side of a mneigh-
bouring hill, had modest ambitions, which
did not go much further than ploughing
sowing, and reaping, but which, in their
narrow scope, aimed at the hand of the
local beauty, Kate Carney.  Ignatius,
with his fine airs, had always affected to
treat his big comntry cousin condescend-
ingly, so it wae something in the nature

1oif a humiliation to him when he had to

plead his sait as the rival of a plough-
man.  O’Hara’s modesty, however, was
not hiz most decided characteristic. Al-
87, there was a dowry at stake, and he
needed money badly.

The country micd, being little exercis-
od. is slow to perceive or draw conclus-
ions Ignatins O'Hara had already insinu-
ated himself into the good graces of Kate
Carney, before Jehn Houlihan, her recog-
niscd lover, became aware of the fact.
Even ihen, it was his friend, Phil Brady,
whe apprised him of the fact.

" Tis a terrtble shame, so it is,”’ gaid
Brady, as he met Hounlihan on the road,
“the way that insignificant little body
Ignatius O’Hara, does be carrying on.
‘What would you think he'd be doing now.
No less than setting his cap at Pat Car-
ney’s danghter.” )

“The presumptuous little spalpeen!”
said Houlihan. “But sare, I'm thinking
if he makes no more headway at courting
thar. he does at book-learming, he won't
do anyone much harm.”

“John Houfihan,” said Brady, “T've
geen as purty heads as Kate Carney’s

turned by fine airs before row. Do you
know that it’s sendmg her presents he
s

“I did not,’”” said Houlihan, with some
warmth.,  ““The dirty little individual!
It’ll be that ould mother of kis that will
be putting him up to thiz, Sure, i it’s
not one thing she has iim at it’s another,
and if he can’t erin maoney by any means
he can marry it.”

“And a brave genny it is, I'm told,”
said Brady.

“Three hundred pounds,” said Houlihan,
“and more besides. She will have five
of the best heifer calves shout the place
ths day thai she goeg %o the altar.”

““And what, 1 would like to Lknow,”
demanded Brady, who was evidently burn-
ing to see a fight, “has this little spoiled
doctor done to deserve it -

“Nothing at all, then,” said Houlihan
feelingly, unless it be inm giving impud-
ence.

“I'm thinking,”’ said Brady, “that it
wag small notice the same . boy took of
Kate Carney when he was playing the
doctor in the city. But sure, her money
will come in very handy for gelting up
the remains of a scapegrace in a respect
able way.”

“It will not, then,” said Houlihan de-
terminedly. ‘There are those who have
a better right to a girl with three hun-
dred pounds and five heifer calves. Whe
was It that stuck to her through thick
anl thin, when she was down with the
fever, and her beautiful hair came out
that she was so proud of 7"

“Who but you, t¢ be sure,” said Brady
promptly. “And it's prond I am to see
that you don’t intend letting your hone
go with the dog.”

“You may depend on it,”’ said Heuli-
han. “He will never put a finger on that
money, even if I should never enter Pat
Carney's door again.”

“Tt is left a fit subject for the hospital
he ought to be,” said Brady.

“I will never touch a hair of his head,”
sail Houlihan, “for I wouldn’t know
where to hit the little spalpeen to save
bis life. And, besides, it's taking the
law of me for assanlt he would be any-
way.”

“It would bs a mortal pity to let him
go unpunished,’”’ objected Brady. ‘‘Sure,
La has been working for something all
these years, and-it would Le a sin to let
the opportunity pass.’

“I'll lave that to somebody else,”’ said
Houlihan,  ‘“For sure, the littls fellow
haan’t enough brains to bless himsclf
with, and if T can’t beat him wifh brains,
I'm not worth my salt.”

“And what are you for doing, then,”
ssked Brady, somewhat crestialien at gee-
ing the fight falling through, ‘i you’'re
not for giving him a licking.”

“Sure, I haven't just settled it,” said
Houlihan, “‘but I promise you ohe thing,
thut I will put O'Hara from troubling
Kate Carney.”

“1 believe you,” said Brady, contem-
plating his friend with admiration, ‘‘as
if 1t was done already, I'll keep my
eye on that playboy O'Hara, and if you
don’t bate him with your fists or your
head, my name's not Brady.”

Phil Brady was as good as his word.
His activities for some time econsisted
chiefly in following the movements of
Igratiuvs O'Hara. Where there was the
possibility of a fight you could always
depend on Phil being in the vicinity, and
he had not altogether given up hope of
bringing Houlihan and O’Hara together
in an exhibition of the manly art,

The immediate result of Brady’s ob-
servation was something which astonished
k'm not a little.  Appearances pointed
to the fact that John Hoalihan and Ig-
natius O’Hara had discovered a sudden
liling for each other, and had become
fast friends. Brady, who judged appear-
ances to be deceptive, guessed that this
portended no good for O'Hara, and de-
cided to follow close on the scent of mis-
chief. That two friends should be con-
staotly together is natural bui that two
relations should be friends is contrary to
] experience.

Wherever Ignatius O'Hara went, Jehn |

Houlihan was with him like his shadow
or family ghost. They adapted them-
selves to each other’s habits wonderfally,
and made the most of the short tims at
their dispesal. They talked on every
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thing but ene subject, and yet there was
a suspicion that that subject wag the im-
plied object of all their conversation. The

name of Miss Carney was never mentjon-

ed between the two friends,

It seemed as if Ignatins, with bis city
breeding and general air of refinement,
had made certain of his conquest of the
lady. His natural and hopelessly blind
conceit would not allow him to accept
the idea of defeat even as a possibility.
Houlihan, on the other hand, behind a
rough and simple exterior, was evidently
playing a cautious game, trying to glean
all the information he could get hold of,
awtl taking good care that his rival took
no undue advaniage of him.

This novel and umnatural companion-
ship did not, as might have been expect
ed, affect the course of true love which
T2n between Ignatius and the lady. That
egotistical gentleman still performed his
devoirs daily at the home of the Car-
neys, and continued to use up his sub-
stance—or rather his mother’s— in inun-
dating Kate with all sorts of presents.
He did not even trouble to hide from
Houlihan the nature of these presents,
for he had the effrontery on one or two
occasions to take his cousin into a drap-
erv emporium, in the market town, to
kelp to choose ‘‘something for his sweet-
heart.”

Whatever inward pangs these circam-
stances may have occasioned John Houli
han. they did not appear to affect his m
timacy with O’Hara, which geemed to fe
come closer every day.

Phil Brady, whose system of espionage
left  nothing to be desired, could make
very little out of the carefully camouifl-
aged intentions of Houlihan. The latter,
who now spent all his leisure moments
with O'Hara had practically dropped his
former acquaintances for the time be-
ing. He even became relicent towards
Brady, who could extract no mformstion
from him beyond an exhortaiion to pat-
ience. He was evidently laying a doep
scheme for the undeing of O’Hara, whizh
admitted of no accomplice.

Thig stage of things had continued in-
intcrruptedly for about the space of une
calendar mouth, when the fair at Killy-
bracken came on. Houlihan and O'Hara
were together as usual, pald their nsial
visit to the drapery emporium, drank
ratler much together, it is to be feared,
ana returned home together with every
token of good fellowship.  Phil Brady
who met them on the road, could scarcely
decide which was the worse case, {1l
Heulihan, by a well-caleulated stagusr,
caught him by the arm and pressad
something into his hand.

This proved to be a piece of paper,
which, by steiking & match ard making
a laniern of hig coat, Phil found to con-
tain the following, written in a ~very
illegible hand : “Meet me at Pat Car-
nev's to-morrow evening, abowt the swume
time as Ignating ('Hara doeg be in the
babit of calling.”

The following evening, at the time sib-
sequent to the hour at whick he was duve
t¢ meet Brady, John Houlihan was sill
busy in his own farmyard, Appazently
he had forgotten all about the appoint-
ment, Then, ag the first faint shadows
¢f night began to fall, Phil Brady i a
high state of hilarions excitement entered
the yard hurriedly,

“I'm not sure,” said Brady, “but what
I shouldn’t tell you, seeing that you ought
to bave been there to ses it for yonrsel?.”

“What is it at all, at aliP’ said Houli-
han.

“L's the downfall of Ignatius O’Hara

"ander the hedge to let 0’Hara get through .

I'm after witnessing with my own twe
eyes,” said Brady breathlessly, *‘andhim
heing kicked out of the house like any rab
by Pat Carney.”

“How did it happen?” asked Houlthaa,

“It was all because of the appoint
ment,” said Brady, ‘‘and following O Hara
to Carney’s meaning to see yourself thers,
If it hadn’t been for that, and me hiding

the door first, I might have missed the
fight, which with the grace of God [ did
not.”’

“What fight?’ said Houlihan impat
iently.

“Well, to be sure,” said Brady, “i
wasn't exactly 2 fight, being more of &
massacre, but it was good value while i§
Iasted all the same. I don’t know what
happened, but O’Hara had got the length
of the door, and I eounld see Pat Cazney
standing in  the doorway  eyeing
hir: with a face like & thunderclond, asd
Kate looking through the window, ne
much better. O'Hara was about to speak
ks before he could open his mouth, he
received Pat Carney's fist belween ihe
note and the chin, There was some
losd talk that I couldn’t make head of
tail of, but I conld hear Kaie's voict
urging her father to kill O’Hara. Wel
after O’Hara's back had made the acquaizh
tance of the ground abount a dozen (imes
it wasn’t much of a fight, He &V
seem to enjoy much heing knocked dowd
Lut after that it was ag fine a foot-race
you conld wish to see.” ]

“T knew it would do i,” said Houlk {

han,
“You knew what!” asked Brady.
“I knew,”’ said Houlihan, “‘that th

Yittle preseni I sent Kate Carney yeste
day would do the trick.” ;

“T can’t mes,” said Brady, ‘‘what thd
has to do with Pat Carney kicking Ign#
ius O’Hara ont of his house.”

It has everything, then,” said Houl§
han. ‘“Hawe you ever heard of K
Carney baving the fever?”

“I bave surely,” said Brady.

“And of her losing her lovely batl'g
said, Houlihan.

“I've heard something of that, teoy!
returned Brady.

““And of her wearing a wig?” continud
Houliban.

“1 have not,” said Brady. :

“Well,” said Houlihan, “it's Ks¢'}§
sore point that she has to wear & "
but she doesn't like anyone to know
sent her one yesterday from Kiltyhis
en"’ N )

“But, surely—"" began Brady.

“It’s how it happened this way:
Houlihan, ‘‘O’Hara bought 2 ¥
in the draper’s yesterday for Kate Cof

iy

—Gloves, and brushes, and combs, I";;:
- I heard him telling the gitl MY
we had got outside, I told bim ko¥ '

left my pipe on the counter, which ¥
uo word of a lie. I went back W #
shop, and gave the girl the Wi§ fo
in with Mr O'Hara’s parcel’. L,
thinking, Ignating O’Hare will not
visiting terms with Kate Camney 0
time to come.” e
“He will not,” said Brady, “fof
took him as I came down the D03 M
his fine Tinen collar hanging b7 * f
to the back of his neck, and be
as if a steam-roller had pﬂs'sed ovg”
and solemmly swearing to have "y
of Pat Carney for maliciots damag®t
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There was no xex pmﬂm’f’n :: v

Age. Primitive man fooght 1oF ¥

won, and subdwed hex. o



