A

DIGGER,

FRIDAY. APRIL

l

-4 THE 16, 1920. |

o - . _‘—'—h""""*--..‘“" é
' ‘ RABBITSKING,

5 T coming the stiffness of his limbs, he rose ature Co}umn. !

[‘A;QX Peﬁ & CO Ltd- by DEST!NY' to hisbfeet. At once ko missed the clergy- The N RABETTSKINS. .

Continued from 1'age Two.) man. : :

LEET STREFT, INVERCARGILL, | also a third fignre—a blackeoated fignre | " (00q heavens!” he exclaimed. e (BY “STUDENT.") RABEITSKINS. RABBITSKINg

who had h.en thrown by Fate against this . ;

- {Alex, Leslie)

. {Alex, Peat)

Sole Scathland Agents: &llen, Maxwell,
and Oldsmokile Cars,
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"F’;\VT;I vou seen the 1920 Maxwell 7 It's
g. an engineering treat to look it over
and an eveut that will linger in  your
mcmory %o vide a few miles behind the
wheel.  The new Lemoine type frout axle
gives you a castering effect in steering that
will surprise you. A heavy gear axle
makes you hug any kind of road. Fuil
oval fenders express the rhythm of motion
and two types of brakes bring you to a
halt in a very decistve way—tlic number
of fine developments seem endless,
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IﬂI\bR‘} BOYCE AND FLEMING
wish 1o announce that their
VULCANISING PLANT has arrived
from‘Americm and is now in full work-
ing order, and tha-t they can REPAIR
ANY MAEKFE and SIZE of MOTOR
TYRE and MOTOR TUBE.
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WHERE THE BEST OF MEAT IS
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Successor to Anchor and Co.,

SANITARY HEATING AND VEXTI-
LATING ENGINEER,
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Sole Agent in Soutbland for Ward's
Patent Ventilating Skylight.

Supreme Petrol Light Installations on
shortest notice, '
Certif. Sanitary Science.

Tnspector.
All work done by competent tradesmen.
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very raft to scramble upon it in the dark-
nesy of the night.

For fate is wont to puzy grim jokes at
times—thengh we try to pretend that the
workinys of Destiny ave mere -accidents
by calling them coincidence. .

And so it was that Pastor MacKeunzie
found himeelf on a rait in mid-ocean with
Nellie Shannoa and Dick Fenton for com-
pany.

When the light of dawn had come, the
clorgyman had recovered from his pocket
his inevitable smoked glasses, and had
domned them to prolect his eyes from the
tropical sun.

Presently the girl sticred slightly, and
opened her eyes.

But. her consciousness was slow awaken-
ing, and a long while passed before she
realised where she was and what had
happened.

An hour passed.

In ihe afternoon both Neilie and Dick
were awake. The raft contained a small
water-keg, and from this the two drank
greedily.

MacKenzie looked on with anxivus eyes.

“We must take care of the water,” he
ventured mildly. = “That’s all we've got.”

“We shall be picked up svon,” said
Dick,

“We're bound to be.”

“I hope s0.”

“Js there any donbl about €7 asked
Nellie.

The clergrman shook hig hoad dubious-
ly. .
“T was only advizing caution,”” he said,
“in case the storm had blown us off the
usual shipping route,”

“I see,” said Dick. HTn that case
we'd betler ration the water straighta-
way, How much do you cstimale we've
got?”’

"MacKenzie inspected the keg.

“Two days' supply at the outside-——
He paused. *‘For two people, that is.”

“Well, there are three of us,’” said Nel-
fie, her pale, drawn features relaxing
momentarily into the ghost of a smile.

“Yes,” said MacKenzie thoughtfully,
“Tf there were only two it would last
a day longer.,”’

The evening passed slowly, Toking
watches in turn, the three survivors
scanned the horizon about them for sigus
of a ship.

Then with tropical suddencss day gave
way o night.

With the derkness came lowered spirits
and depression. Dick and Nellie sat close
together on the raft, talking in low ear-
nest tones with his protecting arm about
her shoulders. MacKenzie kept somewhat
aloaf, }
“If we're not picked up by the day al-
ter to-morrow,”’ gaid Dick presently, “‘we
——* He left the senience unfinished.
“Never mind, Dick,”’ said Nellic brave-
ly.

Dick squeezed her small hand reassur-
ingly.

‘““You two are very fond of cach other,”
camo the voice of MacKenzie from the
darkness,

“We were to be married when we
ed in India,” said Dick.
dearly, Miss Shannen?”

“And you love this young man very

“Dick is the only man 1 have ever
loved—or ever could love,” replied Nellie
soitly. :

“Do you realise,” said MacKenzie,
“that I am a clergyman? I could marry
you even here if you wished it. 8o tah if
anything were fo happen, you can go to
meet you Maker with the comfert of
knowing you are man aud wife.”

Thus it came about in the darkness, on
a raft in mid-ccean, the marringe was
solemnised between Dick Fenten and Nel-
lie Shannen,

Around them the sea glowed phoshores-
cent; above them the sky gleamed with a
million jewels.

The night drew on, and presently Nellie
and Deik fell into a dreamless sleep.

But the hunchback clergyman did not
sleep.  Ile sat crouched up with his face
Letween his hands.

Then ke took a small note-book from iis
pucket, extracted a pencil, and with slow,
lahorious care commenced to wrile.

¥or a long while he write steadily till
at last he had finished.

Then, tearing the pages from the book,
he carefully {olded them, and «fter a
moment’s thought, slipped them wunder-
neath the raft-strap that buckled
about Nellie’'s walst,

He gazed for a few minutes at the stars
then very quietly dived into the water,

He swam some distance from the raft
with swift, vigorous strokes, never kuking
back.

And thus he swam on and on, vutil at
last exhaunstion over cam. him. )
Then he ceased his efforts and
never to rise to the surface again.

SBoon afber daybreak Dick awoke. Over-
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must have fallen overboard in the night.”

But before Dick had time to realise the
Jull meaning of his discovery, the smoke
of a siteamer on the horizon caught his
eye.

Excitedly he seized a stray piece of sail-
clothi from the raft, and began to wave
it.

“Nellic!”  he ecried, “‘we’re saved.
There’s a ship in sight.
At the sound of Dick’s voice, Nellie

opened her eyes. She unbuckled ihe strap
about her waist.  As she did so, her
hand encountered a few folded shects of
paper.
Wonderingly, she unfolded them,
“Pearest Nellie.”” the note ran, “I am

to you before I take my long farewell.

“My oue thought through life has heen
of your welfare and happiness. That is
why I realeased you from an engagement
which I realised was the outcome of fam-
ily pressure. and not from the true dict-
ates of your heart.

“I realised that you never really cared
for’ me, but for Fenton, I realised that
youth atiracts youth, and that you looked
on me as a friend and not as a lover.

“T thank Heaven I took thut step, for
the next day I was hit,

“I lay for twenty-four hours before 1
was picked up, and was reported ‘missing
—Dbelieved killed.:

“1 expect you read this in the casualty

After eighteen mounthg In hospital, I
was realeased-—the broken man I now am.

“My spine is permanently injured, and
my sight affected. My hair has turned
quite white—I am but a shadow of what
I formerly was.

“Of course, in my profcssion T was a
finished man.  Fortunately the Church
was open to me, and [ became a mission-
ary. i

“Iwill not weary vou with the depress-
ing details of my broken, ghattered life.
Raffice it {0 say that [ have never ccased
to love you with all my heart.

“ I have little more to say. What
worldly belongings I possess, dear, have
long been assigned to you in my will. I
pray Heaven that you will be picked up
safely by a passing \»'esscfl,‘ that you may
live to enjoy the life of happiness I wish
you.

“God bless you, dear. When I have
finished writing this, I am going to give
my useless, txoken bedy to the sea for
good.

“With every geod wish for your last-
ing happiness, I am taking this Jast good-
bye. From your devoted friend, John
Grant.” )

As Nellic was reading the last words of
the letter, Dick cslled her excitedly.

“Look, Nellie! They’ve scen us!
saved-—saved!” }

But Nellie’s eyes were brimming with
{ears, and a dull pain tore her heart, for

Were

ous as life itself—the love of a gallani
gentleman.

‘Lhe End.

BATTLEFIELD MEMORIALS.

NEW 7ZEALAND'S MONUMENTS,

A correspondent recently wrote to
‘the Wellington “Evening Post” point-
ing ou that . while Australin was atl
work  erecting war memorials at DPoi-
zieres, - Polygon Wood, Mont St. Quen-
tin, and 'elsewhere, the Rew Zealand
Government apparently was doing noth-
ing. The writer wanted to know what

fields where New Zcalanders fell, and
what sleps had been taken towards crect-
ing Memorials,

This eaquiry drew a reply, from which
it is learnmed that New Zealand has been
allotted four sites in France and Belgiom,
by a Military Advisory Committee acting
under the Imperial War Graves Commit-
tee. These sites are: At the Somme
«{IFractory Comner), Messines {The Square),
at the Cravenstafel Cross-roads, and at
Lo Quesnoy. Other nominated places
ac and Palestine, fthough it is
nob known what transpived in this Jatter
respect.  The Belgian Government has
generoucly wndevtaken that certain places
shall be reserved for this purpose without
restriction.  The ¥rench Government has
not undertsken to acquire the sites but
will approve what is requested, and pass
a decres giving them the status of public
memorials, but leaving it to the com-
mittee to acquire the acinal properties,

No mention is made of a Memorial in
Ypres, but all must agree that 4there
| should be a memorial erccted in that ruin-
| ed city, besides one ab Gravenstafel, to
commemorate the New Zealanders who
f’ell at Passchendaels and who gave their
lives in boldirg the trepcnes at Glencorse
and Polygon Woods,

were

serawling this little message of geood luck |

she kuew she had losi something as preci-

Pground had been secured on the hattle- |

Mr Jules Tapper who is a keen nabure
student, has lately returned from a trip
to ithe Tili or mution-bird islands.  He
supplies us with some welcome and inter-
osting notes in regard to some of the
native bitds which are becoming rare.

On the islands to the South of Stewart
Island he found that rare Dird the
Saddleback quite common,  The bird is
so tame ibat it may be caught in the
hand without great difficulty. = It seems
to be more or less of a ground bird and
feeds either on the grass or small insects
in the grass. Mr Tapper says the maroon
coloured saddle was very prominent on all
-the birds noticed by hirn. ’

The friendly little robin, once so plenti-
ful around Invercargill and now found in
only a few isolated localities in Southland,
ig also in numbers on the islands, The
Parakeetg are numerous and somelimes
guite a pest to the mutton-lirders, as they
settle on the lines where the mutton birds
are drying and eat the fat. s this bird
trying to cmulate its distant velation the
Kea?

I connection with the Parakeets Mr
Tapper mentioned that on the islands to
the South of Stewart Island the Para-
keets were all yellow heads and those on
the islandz off llalf Moon Bay wcere all
red-headed.,

Apparently thess  islands--landing  on
which is forbidden witheut leave-—-have
beeome nuniature sanctuaries, and every
effort: should be made to induce the native
owners to respect the bird-iife found on
them.

The land birds apparently have an en-
emy in one of the sea birds which 1s des-
eribed as a fierce hungry brute.

“The Saddizback was repurted from Stew-
art Island some years age but nothiug has
been heard of it since. “Student” would
be pleased to hear from anybody who has
scen this or any other rare bird ihere of
late years )

A few weeks ago the writer Lad the
privilege of an afternbon round Invercar-
gill withvone of the Dominion’s foremoest
geclogists, A visib to the heap of gravel
from the bores al thé Water Tower elic-
ited some facts which should prove of in-
terest to those takiug an interest in the
recovd of the rocks, This gravel which
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DEE STREET. -
IS THE
DIGGER'S GARAGE.

IGGERS, bring your REPATRS along

—%“Large or Smell’”-arnd have them
exeecuted by an “Expert Digger.” The
more complicated it is the better 1 like it
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", §. TRILLO,
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extends to somcthing like 1201t in depth,:
is practically all quartz. Many years ago
when people were more serious, and a
branch of the N.Z. Institute fourished in
Invercargill, the oginin of this gravel was
discussed. There are no mountains round
the Southland plain wiih any quantity of
quartz in ihem, and local scientisls were
unable to explain where the large masses
of quartz gravel came from. A Mr Ham-
ilion put ferward the ingenious theory
that the quartz came from silified liguile,
the carbon having echanged places with
silica, He tabled several specimeng part-
Iy lignite partly silica. This theory how-
ever has not been gengra]ly accepted.
The geologist on examining the gravel,
stated, that in his opinion the quartz had
been in masses and had come from a
schist district. The only country around
here that is schistose is Stewart Island.

!'In all probability therefore, the rivers in

ancient days flowed from the direction of
Stewart Island towards Imvercargill,
which is oppesite to the direction now
maintained.
tion of flow iz not uncommon. The geol-
ogist instancing South Australia where the
rivers of present day flow in a contrary
direction to the old watercourses. At a
ahout 80ft in the bore iz found a strab-
um of pure milky white gravel. This is
‘probably the same as the outcrop in Bluff
Harbour, and which {orms one of South-
land’s rather unique cxportz. This white
gravel would make a fitting facing for
ovr goldiers’ memoriul,

On 1he same afternoon a visit was paid
to the outerop of roek which occurs at
the junclion of the Makarewa and Oreti
rivera.  This outcrop which is not very
widely ¥nown 1= not wmsrked on any geo-
logical map. Examinetion of the rock
showed that it was in a slate of decom-
position, lhis being shown by tho little
green erystals appearing in it. It was
very difficnlt {o decide whether the rock
was sedimentary or igncous in composi-
tion.  Specimens were taken and in due
time miscroscopic sections will reveal the
origin. It is probably an igneous rock
for from the Blufl o the Takes District
rocks of this character outcrop.

The Ruapuke graunite of which mention
has been made lately in the newspaper
is somewhat similar to the Bluff Mill
granite—Nwhich a plutonic rock,
ie, an igneous rock which has cooled at
a greath depth. The proper name for
the Bluff rock is novite. At some future
time I may give a few notes on the Bluff
hill, and the interesting rocks adjoining
it at Greenhills, ' ’
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Thig reversal of the diree- |

LAMD HO!

HEN the sailor on the look-out makes

ths welcome cry frem the crow’s
nest, he has just caught sight of the fp
of a mountain, but he has disceraed the
land and it is welcome news, no matker i
it be a bleak and barren mountain

But let us get down to the plains. Bew -
we find the real land that will yield upith « ..
hidden treasure to the man who seeksib §

To the sailor, whether mountain ot plan, & -
it is merely land, guality not concernif”
him. But the practical landsman wal -
quality, and Le will recognise the followiy.
as the right stuff.

235 Acres in Eastern District. Sixty aa,.
turnips, 9 acres oats, balance gmd' ™
£16 per acre. :

1000 Acres tusscck country: three mi
from Gore. Carries 1000 .ewes &

snip at £7 per acre.

We have a very fine selection of fu
far and near.

Your enquiries will be appreciated w
no pains on our pact will be spared ¥
you preperly suited. a

TOWN PROI'ERTIES.

Wo handle large numbers of Town P"w; :
perties and invite you to call o0 ®
make known your wants.

MEEK & QUCHTOI
LTD.

T.and Agents,
ESK STREET.
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Anglo-American Candy Sht

AYSON’S
72 DEE STREET.
Our Toffees Sweet
Ars hard to beat;
In any line,
At any time,
i And especially now
For a Soda Drir.nk,
1 do not think

You can surpast
A delicious glass
Of our aesortments




