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you muri learn to totter a bit and spcak
i • a

squeaky voice.
"

Ai that moment theaai v*®# ft discreet

tap at the door.

"Come in," said the actress, . .

A neat little maid appeared.
"Three geritleir.cn to see. you, ma'am,"

she said demuieiy.
"Three?"

"Yes, ma'am."
' 1
Who are

they
? What do

they
want?"

"i don't know, ma'am. But they eome

from London, and they say they must see

you."

"Oh, tell them to write or to call in the

mc.rning. I cannot see anyone at this

hour. If they come from the Press, and

want to interview me, you can give them

a glass of wine and a biscuit, but I can't

see them — not to-night."
!

"Yes, ma'am;
but

—
"

Before she could say any more she was

gently pushed aside, and three men sidled
into the rbom.

Clara Clarke drew herself up to her full

height.
"What is the meaning of this intrus-

ion?" she demandgd.
Her tone was that of a tragedy queen.
The leader of the three men, a solid,
thick-set fellow, with a square, bulldog

face, did not permit himself to be over-

whelmed, liowever.

"I'm sorry, mum; but business is busi

ness and dooty is dooty. "We are looking
for Riehard Foster, an escaped convict,
ara we have reason to believe he is con-

cealed in this house!"

(Ari other thrilling instalment next week.)

SOUTHLAND R.S.A.

ANNUAL REPORT.

In submitting the report for the year

ending Mareh 31, 1920, it is gratifying
lo record the great increase in member-

sbip, which has grown from 583 financial

inembers to 1710 financial members, and

though the New Zealand Expeditionary
Force has ceased to exist, and all those

who served in the great war have returned

to Kew Zealand, there are problems con-

nected with repatriation, pay and allow-

ances, pensions, gratuities, land, etc.,
that are still to be faced, and it behoves

all returned soldiers to concentrate their

united efforts towards the sucCessful solv-

ing and adjusting of these subjects.
The policy of the R.S.A. has always
been sound and has followed a line of

action, which while recognising the claims

oi returned soldiers and their dependants

upon the country has also studied the re-

sources and ability of the country to meet

the claims put forward, and by this means

tlu Returned Soldiers' Association has the

corifidence of the public.
The Association is not in any way con-

riected with party politics, and is non-sec-

tarian, and thus its views are not nax-

rcwed by following any particular shade

of political thought.
MEMBERSHIP.

Owing to the great increase of member-

sliip, in the early part of the year this

Association decided to form what were

termed country sub-committees, and im-

nrediately sub-committees were formed at

Tuatapere and Lumsden. At the Annual

Conference held in May a new scheme of

organisation was in augurated and a Dis-
trict Organiser was appointed for Otago
and Southland. He immediately visited

Southland and formed sub-associations at

Winton, Orepuki, Bluff, Otautau, Night
caps and Dipton, while representatives
from this Association formed sub-associa

tions at Woodlands, Wyndham, Edendale

and Fortrose, making a total of twelve

sub-associations throughout the district,
with a memhership of 683 members.
The total number of unfinancial mem

bers in the Association is 131, 66 of these

being unfinancial for the years 1918-19,
1919-20. The amount of subscription due

from these members represents the sum

of £98 10s. A great number of unfinan

cial members are men who have evidently
le.'t the district as notices sent to them

have been returned through the post as

un-found.

PRESIDENT AND EXECUTIYE.
As you are aware at the last Annual

Meeting, Dr. Garfield Crawford was elect-

ed president, but owing to the press of

professional duties he was reluctantly com-

pelled to tender his resignation, and at a

bi-monthly meeting held on Septemher
29th., Mr R. B. Caws, was elected presi
dent in his stead.

Of the original committee elected six

members have resigned at different periods

during the year, and for the last two

xucnths there have been two members short

on the committee. Owing to the difficulty
that has been experienced in getting suf-

ficient members to hold a General Meet

ing these two vacancies were not filled,
and a suggestion is being put forward by
the out-going Executive, that vacancies

on the committee caused by resignation,

may he filled by those nominees next in

order in the ballot at the Annual I.Ieet-

ing, thus ensuring that members of the

Executive will be as nearly as possible
elected at the Annual Meeting.

During the year Mr D. J. B. Seymour
hf ld twenty-s,even meetings, and eight ex-

traordinary general meetings have been

held, one of the latter being called by re-

quisition.
"THE DIGGER."

At an extraordinary general meeting
he'd on October 10th., 1919, it was decid

ed to publish a weekly paper called "Tlie

Digger," and a Board of Management

consisting of five members with the presi
dent ex-officio, was elected. As you are

-aware -this paper has been launched and

the editor, Mr F. G. Blake, will, during
the course of the evening report on the

progress made.

GENERAL SECRETARY.

During tln year Mr D>. J. B. Seymour

resigned the position of general

secretary at headquarters. My Sey
mour filled this position for a number of

years, and there is no doubt that his re-

tirement has been a great loss" to the As-

sodations through-out the whole of New

Zealand. Nevertheless it is gratifying
to know that Mr Seymour intends to still

keep in touch with executive matters. The

position of general secretary has been fill

ed by the appointment of Lt.-Col James

Pow, of Dunedin.

REPATRIATION.

The appreciation of the R.S.A. is due

to the Repatriation Board and its staff

for the good work they have done during
the year. This department is in full

sympathy with the returned men, and it

is safe to say that no other department
carries out its duties more sympathetic-

ally than does the Repatriation Board.

During the year Mr S. B. Crawford who

w«s first elected R.S.A. representative on
this Board was transferred to Dunedin,
anci tendered his resignation Mr L. S.
Graham being elected in his stead, and a

report will be submitted during the even-

iag by your representative.
LAND SETTLEMENT.

The Association has devoted a great
an.ount of attention and time to the qu.es-
tion of Land Settlement. It has lost no

opportunity in pressing the importance of

opening up more land under the Discharg-
ed Soldiers' Settlement Act, and there is

no doubt that a bold land policy is re-

quired to enable those lands which now

lie idle to be cut up for closer settle

ment, and grazing lands to be stocked to

their full carrying capacity. This action

will not only settle more returned soldiers
on land, but will be advantageous to the

country as it will considerably increase

tho production of tbe Dominion.

The N.Z. R.S.A. are preparing a Land

Roll, that is a roll of men requiring land,
and all those men who want land have

been requested to furnish the Associar

ticn with the particulars of the^class of

land required, i.e., whether dairying or

pastoral. The object of preparing this

ro I is to ascertain, if possible, the exact

number of soldiers' requiring land, so that

the R-.S.A. may be able to support the

pclicy presented to the Government' urg-

i'sg the necessity of acquiring more land

for settlement. Although up to the pres-
ent time the Association has not been suc-
cessful in having a representative on the

Land Board, yet during the year we have

obtainod representatives on the newly
constituted Land Purcha-se Boards of the

Dominion.

GRATUITIES.

The questkm of gratuities is one that

affects vitally every returned man. In

very many cases owing to anomalies exist-

ing under the regulat-ions governing the

gratuity, hardship is imposed. The R.S.A.

have pressed the Government repeated-

ly to set up a Gratuity Appeal Board.

This has now been done and all cases of

anomalies existing in connection with the

gratuities are heing forwarded to head

quarters and placed before this appeal
board. Where it is proved that such cases

are cases of hardship the Board will re-

commend to the Minister of Defence that

payment he made.

PAY AND ALLOWANCES.

L is satisfactory to record that during
the year the following adjustments have

been made in connection with pay and al-

lowances. Payment of retrospective

separation allowance and children's al-

lowance is now being made from the date

of entry into camp, thus soldiers' wives

are receiving 3s per day separation al

lowance from their husband's entry into

camp, and the guardian of the children
is receiving ls 6d per day for each child,
from the date of the father's entry into

camp. It is even more 'gratifying to

know that widowed mothers are now be

ing paid 3s per day separation allowance
in place of 103 6d per week. Retrospective

payment at expeditionary rates of pay is

aho being made to the members of the

N.Z.E.F. whoreceived the lower rate of

4s per day, on their entry into camp.

Payment of tha difference between the

j
Imperial and New Zealand rates is now

\ being made to those nurses and soldiers

who enlisted in the Imperial Army, and

to members of the Motor Boat Patrol wbo

were resident in New Zealand before the

war.

PENSIONS.

The question of pensions also demands

careful consideration. There is no doubt

whutever that the pension at present grant-
ei! is inadequate, and the A/Ssociation has

pressed for .an increase of pensions by the

addition of plus percentages up to 150 per
cent (i.e.) £3 per week, supplementary

pension and attendant's pensions being
over and above such rate, and the de-

pendant's allowance to be assessed at the

present rate.

The Association has also asked that leg-
islation should be altered to allow in tbe

cass of the death of a husband as the re-

sult of war disability, his wife or depend
ants to be eligible in every case for pen
sion. This applies particularly "to men

married subsequent to a disablement.

The Association also asks that a pension be

paid for war disablement at any time

aftev discharge, and that the present leg-
islation restricting the, period to seven

years' be amended. That examination

fcr T.B. and nerve cases be made by

specialists; that no soldiers' pension be

reduced without the soldier appearing be

fore a medical officer preferably before

a medical board and that a Pension Ap

peal Board be set up and provision made

to assist applicants to put their own cases

before the Appeal Board.

It is gratifying to note that the Pension

Board are now paying pensions on hehalf

of those men who are in mental hospital,
and that the wife or dependants of those

so unfortunately placed, now draw the

full pension as laid down in the case of

death. On the man leaving mental hos

pital the amount of full pension is made

retrospective for a period of two years,
ari :i the wife or dependant then draws a

pension according to the man's disable

ment.

MEDICAL.

The Association have also strongly urg-
ed that men suffering from T.B. shail not

receive less than five months' hospital
treatment on the one hand, or on the

other hand should not be discharged ow

ing to laek of sanatorium accomodation,
or be discharged at his own request.
That the allowance for limbless men prd-

ceeding
' to centres for limbs, should be

increased so that such men would in ad

dition to the actual expense incurred re

ceive an amount equal to the wages lost

during their absence.

SOLDIERS' FINANCIAL ASSIST-

ANCE. .

The Association have pressed for the

administration of the Soldiers' Financial

Assistance Fund to he handed over to the

Repatriation Board. At the present time

the administration of this is far from sat

isfactory, or sympathetic and it appeajs
that unless this request is acceded to,
there is little charice of men receiving as

sistance from a board which was sup-

posedly set up to grant assistance.

GENERAL.
In view of the fact that the general
eleetions occurred during the year the As

sociation decided to hold public meetings
anl place the case of returned soldiers in

A clear and consise manner before the

general public. With this object in view

-public meetings were held and the ques-
tions vitally affecting returned soldiers

and their dependants were dealt with in

such a manner that those present could

plainly see that all was not as it should

be.

When the names of the candidates for

Parliamentary honours became known, a

series of questions which dealt solely with

returned soldiers' affairs were drawn up,
an i submitted to each candidate for his

answers. .These questions. and answers

being published in the columns of the

local press without comment of any kind,
a d as a result of this action there is no

dcubt that the attitude of the candidates
towards returned soldiers generally was

brcught clearly before the pvblic.
ANZAC DAY.

We are on the eve of what is to the
soldier the most sacred day of the year,
that is Anzac Day, Anzac Day does not

represent to us simply the day on which
we entered the great adventure as a fight-
ing unit. It has grown to be a day of
far- greater importance, it bas grown to
be a day on which we soldiers pay a sil-
ent tribute to those of our comrades who
have "gone west," and who amongst us
hi>s not lost relations or comrades during
the last five years.
I, is proposed on this Anzac Day to
hold a memorial service, a service in
which the returned soldier will pay a
tribute to his fallen comrades. I feel
sure thero is no need to ask all returned
soldiers to be present at this ceremony,
which is to be held in the Municipal
Theatre, at 3 p.m., on Sunday next.

(Sgd.) R. B. CAWS, President.

20/4/20.

Balance-sheet Published on Page Ten.

ORIGINAL.

AHMET.
A TVue Story of Life with the N.Z. Divisioa

ia Egypt.

(By 11/1275.)

HE DESSERTS.

"
CHAPTER 6.

When the news that Mahmoud had

brought to the Gommandant at Ismailia

proved to be correct, be was released
from

custody, and allowed to go after receiving

bucksheesh. He made his way to the

Arab town and joined up with the local

moghassils, who, seeing him well pro-

vided with money, made him extremely

welcome.

He sold the camel which he had ob-

tained by tbe means related in tbe last

chapter, and the proceeds, togetber with

the handsome reward he had received from

the Gommandant, made him seem a

wealthy inan.

When he heard of the fi'ght at Tulul,

and that the authorities were requisition-

ing all the native carts for use as ambu-

lances, he at once offered his services,

as a driver. These carts were to be used

for the conveyance of the wounded prison-

ers, and the wily moghassil at once

ttought that there might be an oppor

tunity to obtain some plunder . !

Thus, it came about that the youthful

Ahmet saw his father driving tbe am-

bulance in which was the wounded Abu

Sulieman.

Ahmet stood still, being overcome with

suiprise at the sight. Not so Mahmoud who

although he had not seen his son for many

weeks, had yet heard of his every move-

ment through that mysterious brotherhood

of the moghassils.
He made a sign to Ahmet to follow,

and drove his mules off to where the rest

of the carts were drawn up ready to de-

part. Ahmet, stealing a look at his

comrades, saw that they were all too

cusy to trouble about him, so he followed

tha cart.

Mahmoud, squatting on the ground be-

side lxis mules, made no sign as Ahmet

approached, till the latter salaaming

deeplv, said: "Naharak Saied Abu Mah-

ir oud (greetin ! or good-day to you, 0

my father, Mahmoud), when Mahmoud

made answer (Saida Walal Ahmet Ben

Mahmoud), and embraced him. Mah

moud listened eagerly to all that Ahmet

had to tell him of the events of the last

few weeks, and all that Ahmet knew of

the dealings of Abu Sulieman, he man- j

aged to extract by means of cleverly put 1

leading questions. Then, to Ahmet's query j

as to whteher the old man was alive still, |

Mahmoud replied : "He yet lives, but if

it should be the will of Allah, that there

be no moon this night, he will have join-
:

ed Eblis in Gehenna by the rising of

the sun."

At sunset came the order to march,
and Ahmet, forgetting his new friends,
the "Umpteenth Aussies," in his joy at

being with his father, went with the am'bu-

lances.
j

Across the creaking swaying pontoon

bridge went the long .serpent-like liiae of

native carts, each with its groaning

freight,, whilst ever it became darker as

the short Egyptian twilight, so short as

to be practically non-existent, drew to a

close. The black night clouds hovered

overhead, as if inipatiently waiting their
turn to cover up the sky and put the world
to sleep. Cart after cart, came down the

steep eastern bank of the canal and cross- j
ed the bridge, the drivers hasteriing their 1

unwilling beasts with cries of a-a-a-a-a-a,
whilst staff officers tried to hasten their

passage in order that the crossing should
|

be accomplished before darkness set in. !

By mearis of clever manoeuvring, Mah
moud had arranged that his cart should
not make the crossing before the darkness !

bad set in. He had too much ^ense to ■

wait till the last, as he well knew tliat
1

ue would then be in the full view of the
j

rear guard, and observation from British '

troops was not what he desired at that .

particular time. As his team began to |
cross the bridge he said to Ahmet: "Re- j
member my. son, that thy father is a mog- I

hassil, and that none may spy on that
which he shall do, lest the evil eye may
rest upon him. Take thou heed therefore
that thou shalt not tell any man, that
which thou shalt see." By this time the
cart was halfway across the bridge, and
Mahmoud dropping off, made his way to
the back, and grabbing hold of the groan
ing Abu Suliemaji, incontinently and un- '

concernedly heaved him over the bridge

into the canal, and then resumed Lis seat

by tbe astonisbed Ahmet, as if
nothing

had occurred, and a few moments lafii
was belabouring and anathematising bia
team as they breasted the slope of the
western bank.

Now, be did not tliink it worth while to
mention to Ahmet the reason for his ac

tion, and thus the boy sat and shivered
with dread all through the long night
journey to Ismailia, which place, they
reached at sunrise. Mahmoud having
delivered the _ other patients over to the

Egyptian military hospital, where all
wounded prisoners were sent, and hav

ing received the payment for his services,
betook himself to the abode of his brother

moghassils, taking with him Ahmet. Nor
in the confusion that occured, was Abu
Sulieman missed, and it was not for some
two days later that enquiries were set on
foot with regard to him. When he could

not be found, it was concluded that he

had made his escape during the journey
to Ismailia.

Later it was ascertained that the body
of a Haj had been found floating in the
canal near the Bitter Lakes, and that it
had been buried with all the marks oi re-

spect that were due to a Sidi ( saint) , by
the Arab fishermen, who had found it;
this gave colour to the supposition that

Ab'1 Slieman had been drowned whilst

trying to escape.
The true story of that night's happen-

ings were known only to Mahmoud the

moghassil and his son, Ahmet, who did not
dare to say anything.
When the "Umpteenths" had finished
their unsavoury job of cleaning up the

battlefield, they were ordered to camp
at Ismailia, and it was not long before

they were over-running tbe town, and es-

pec-ally native quarters, chiefly for the

reason that the latter had been placed
"out of bounds."

Mahmoud had found congenial compan-
ions in the Arab town and had left the
small Ahmet to his own devices, Ahmet
had lost his cherished rifle and as his* nni-
form made him an object of derision to
the small boys of Ismailia, he was ex

tremely unhappy, and he often wished

himself back at Helmieh with his small

companions, or more often, back again
with the "Umpteenths."
One day he saw coming down the street

a party of soldiers, and at first he made ,
as if to run towards them, for he recog- i

msed the badges of the "Umpteenths." ■

Then suddenly, he remembered that he

was a deserter. He had heard enough
to know what that meant, and he started

to slink away. He was too late, however,
for a voice called out: "Halt there, Sergfc.
McKenzie." With the eyes of the Is

mailia boys on him, Ahmet halted and

stood to attention."

He made a pathetic little figure as he

stood there. Gone were the neat little

brown boots and leggings, gone was the 1

rifle and the little haversack and water-

bottle,- while his buttons which he had

been used tokeep so bright, were now dirty /
ar.il dingy. The stalwart Aussies surround- ;
ed their mascot. They rained questions ■},
on him which he declined to answer,, j

simply saying that he was their prison£r :•

and asking to be taken to the C.O.. :

"Bli me," said the Sergt. who happ«n- |
ed to be the senior of the party. "But

he's a game little cove, my oath if
h®

aint."

"Still," with a wink at his mates, "its
|

ther clink fer 'im this time, and
110

error."

"D'yer think they'll shoot 'im, sef'

geant ?" said one of the others.

"Betcher life!" said the sergeant j
"Think what a horrible example 'e

is-

To all this Ahmet made no answer, but

strode along with his captors till
tb*

guardroom was reached, when he was
wi :

extreme gravity, handed over to the
sergt-

of tho guard, who made out a crime
sheet, .

and placed him in a cell.

When he was left alone, Ahmet
s coUt"

age deserted him. He wept.

Next Chapter— (The Court Martial).
!

India is the largest sugar-p
u

country in the world, and is als0
tie

est sugar consuiner.


