
Beauty i n GSasses.

TWO
factors go to maka our Spectacles
and Eyeglasses the perfect article
they ara : First, the skill in making and

fitting to exactly suit the sight and ap-
pearanco of each client; and second, the
beaufcifully light, daintv yet durable work-
manship which makes them unobtrusive
yet an actual improvement to
appearance.

There is that superior look about people
wearing our Spectacles which cannot
t>e overlooked.

Charges, including sight testing strictly
moderate.

NEiL'S DISPENSART.
DEE STREET - INVERCARGILL.

G, H. BROWN, Chemist by Exam.,
Manager.

COPELAND'S,

NO. 36 DEE ST.

^yHERE
RELIABLE goods ARE

stocked

—For—

men'S, youths* and boys' wear.

TpOR every thirsty occasion try onr
| celebrated

HOP SHANDIES' AND SODA FOUN-
TAIN DRINKS.

Tliey Gladden.
Save nioney by buying your sweets direct

irom the manufacturer.

WOOLLETT & GO.j

Confectioners and Soft Drink Specialists,

30 TAY STREET, INVERCARGILL.

DIGGERS

LOOK !

RICE'S,
ARE STILL MAKING THEIR

DELICIOUS

TOFFEES

And

CANDIES.

ALSO SPLENDID SELECTION

OF

FANCY BOXES OHOCOLATES

IN STOCK.

» A GENUINE reduction in
Jewellery

can
j

H be obtained by making your pur
chascs from —

A. E. ARTfiUS,
Watchmaker and Jeweller,

,(TAY STREET, INVERCARGILL.

I My business is run at a minimum ex-

pense, therefore I am enabled to give you
the benefit. I specialise in DIAMOND EN-
GAGEMENT RINGS, which cannot be
8urpassed for either quality or price. I
attend personally to the wants of all my
.. customers and guarantee to give every

•atisfaction.

GENERAL BIRDWOOD.

By "X," in the Sydney "Mail."

Unless in secret, Generai Birdwood
never smokes. Ho has never been heard
to swear. Ile drinks so little that it
would be not unjust to call bim a tee-
totalier. No one in the A.I.F, has. ever
seen him angry or even excited. h.is
cairn and easiness are his inost natural
cbaracteristie. Ile is instantly sensitive
to an impression , and he has remarkable
natural intuition. He can select men,
and is free from all jealousy towards
thein ; inside that circle of his choice he
trusis all men implicitly. Ile has an abid-
ing faith in the essential good of human
nature, ready to believe, against any
hasty conclusions, that every man does his
best, inore or less energetically. He has
no sympathy with politicians, and quite
probablv does not really understand
politics. The "push-and-go" sort he
loathes. What he might have been in any
other v/alk of life than the arrny is hard
to say. The army has contributed a
good deal to his character, for that has
been moulded, a little here and a little
there, with every years of his life. It
gives a touch of youth and versatility to
him even at the age of 55 years, which
is saying a lot for a full Generai, risen
by steady promotion, of the British Regu-
lar Army. Many other Sahibs—and he
is still unmistakably a Sahib — have be-
come hard and bigoted. "Birdie" could
never possibly become either if he lived
for a thousand year3. His unfailing voca-
tive at the opening of an address to the
Australians Was "Well, boys!" What he
proceeded to say after that might not
always have been eloquent or enlighten-
ing, or wortb repeating— inaeed, it was
generally hard to find afterwards anything
of "Birdie's" address to repeat—but he
always manifested, sornetimes conveying
with rather too much sentimentality, per-
haps, that simple, enduring affection for
the "Diggera" which, even when ihey
scoffed at it, never faiied to please them.
This method became easier for him as his
acquaintance with them lengthened. That
same genuine affection made him ap-
proachable by any man, able to taLk with
any man, among them ; and, though at

tiines these unorthodox soldiers took ex-
traordinary liberties with him in the mat-
ter of casual speech and address, he never
gave any sign of noticing it. What sense
of dfgnity he has is always weil under
control,

Generai Birdwood came to the A.I.F. at
a difficult time. The men had grown res-
tive under tedious training in Egypt,
awayi fi'om the sound of the war which they
wished to take parfc in, and there had
been several high-spirited riots in Cairo.
This was before the time when the mettle
and discipline of the Australians had been
put to the test ; it would have been easy
for Regular Army .generai to take a wrong
view of this decidedly new and inde-
pendent type of soldier, It is to be
eternal credit of "Birdie" that, coming
from such an environment a3 the Indian
Army, he sized up the situation, took
careful rneasures (and good advice) of the
men he had to deal with, and with his
natural facility made the right decision.
He perceived at once that in the Aus
tralians and New Zealanders he had such
raw material for soldiers as few generals
must ever have had before, that an effec-
tive army could be made of it only if it
wero trained and developed along its own
natural lines, and that any other plan.
would meet with nothing biit disaster. The
unruly element he must have felt in that
raw force could not have pleased him as
commanding olBcer; but with his experi-
ence of men and things, and of soldiers,
white and brown, the superb manhood and
the high level of intelligence throughout
those rough coloniai ranks impressed him
at once. Not a captain of all the great
ones in history hut would have given his
private fortune for such an army.

He took them to Gallipoli, and there
"Birdie" and the Australians first got to
know each other. "Birdie" saw his in
tuition confirmed at once on the day of the
landing ; the fame of the (later) Anzacs
was being flashed all over the world after
that first grim day : they wero a new mili-

tary wonder. And the command of them
was h is, Birdwood'.?. If "Birdie" ever
said to himself in a private moment at
that time that the leadership of these
wonderful Cominion troops was his golden
clianco to wiri great personal fame, who
can iJarne him.? The ecsta.-y oi such great
mcments is not for any man io analyse
afterwards in cold blood. His sensitive-
ness to impressions is so keen that some
such thought cannot have escaped him ;
he would not be human if it had. What-
over he thought, his actions spoke clearly
enough. War is fame, perhaps ultimately,
but it is life or death in its present, and
great-hearted exaltation in the swift gusts
of crisis. "Birdie" made up his mind
(though he never said so) that if he had to
die on Gallipoli there could fc© no nobler

death than in such company. To that
first little force at Anzac he felt and be-
havtSl as a father or a close br other. He
lived as much in the trenches as in his
camp. He is a gallant little man natural-
ly, and here was every incentive to gal-
lantry. The men respocted him at once,
and grew to intimate affection for him.
The stories of "Birdie" on Anzac are
legion. No ordinary generai preserving
the more normal headquarters habits could
have written such a message to the Aus
tralians as "Birdie" wrote after the An
zac campaign was over. The very in-
timacy and comradeship of his words tell
their own tale : —
"Our eight months at Anzac" (he said)
"cannot help stamping on the memory of
every one of us days of trial and anxiety,
hopes, and perhaps occasional fears, re-
joicings at success, and sorrow —very deep
and sincere—for many a good comrade
wborn we can never see again. I firmly
believe, though, it has made better men of
every one of us, for we have all had to
look death straight in the face so often
that the greater realities of life must have
been impressed on all of us in a way
which has never before been possible.
Bitter as has been my experienc in Iosing
many a good friend, I personally shall al
ways look baek on our days together at
Anzac as a time never to be forgotten,
tor during it, I hope, I have made many
fast friends in all ranks, whose friendship
is all the more valuable because it has
beer. acquired in circumstances of stress
and often danger, when a man's real self
is shown."
If the Generai who wrote that had not
himself gone as a regular habit into every
post of danger to proclaim those great
sentiments he describes, and to win for
himself a reputation for th© same courage
and enduraiice which he perceived so
clearly in his troops, he could never have
addressed those words to his command.
They indicafce how mutuai were the
esteem and affection between the ' com-
mander who moulded the A.I.F. into a
fighting force and the force whose exploits
made the fame of their Generai. . Those
bonds have never been broken. Even after
the original force had expanded into an
army five or six times its size, Generai
Birdwood still strove to maintain his
achievements of knowing (or believing that
he knew) nearly every man in it. Men
were sornetimes astounded in the trenches
at hearing "Birdie," walking along to
wards them, suddenly address them by
their correct names, and with every ap
pearance of having come there speciaily to
see them. The Generai occasionaily hon-
estly did rcmeniber their names and a
previous meeting with them—his memory
fo ' the pames belonging to the f aces whicn
Ire photographed in his receptive brain
was phenomenal —but where he did not it
was always easy to ask an officer before-
hand. The little subter fuge would raise
a smile later, but always with it a com-
ruent of the most generous affection, for
no one ever doubted that "Birdie's" heart
was in its right place. To speak to his
men by name, with a most easy informal-
ity and with genuine personal interest,
was one of the earliest habits in the
A.I.F, He trie'd to keep it up to ihe eod,
and he must in kindly appreciation be al-
lowed some occasional recourse to oufcside
aid.

Generai Birdwood left the command of
the Australian Corps in May, (L913, hut
retained the office of G.O.C., A.I.F.,
where he superintended the higher adinin-
instration of ail Australian military forces
in France and Palestine. As each batcii
of men left for homo, in early repatria-
tion on long leave of 1914 and 1915 men,
he made a point of bidding them fare
well on parade, and of speaking to them
right from his heart.

TO THOSE WHO SLEEP IN
FLANDERS FIELDS.

(A Canadian Response),.
Heroes, sleep on ! in that long row

Of graves where Flanders poppies grow ;
The larks, with hearts undaunted sing.
And, rich in hope, their music fling
Where guns have scattered death below.
Men call you dead ; ye are not so,
For you the Unsetting Sun will glow;
Yrour deeds will kindred souls inspire
And fiil with patriotic fire ;
Gricf on your graves her tribute lays,

; And Gratitude her
homage pays,

And Love, with proud yet wistful eye,
Keeps v'igil, where ye sleeping lie
In Flanders fields.
Still more now is your fight our own ;
The torch that from your hands was
thrown
Shall not be quenched, but held on high
The faith ye teach us shall not die.
Then take your rest in slumber deep.
Douht not that we the tryst will keep,
N or dream that ye in vain have died :
FREEDOM shall not be crucified ;
Through summer shine and winter snow
Sleep whero the drowsy poppies grow
In Flanders fields.
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MUSINGS OF A CYNIC.

It's a long head that has no turning.

Mauri age is serious only when it's for
life.

The egotism for women is always for
two.

Without money all is vain ; with it, all
is vanity.

If you want to make light of trouble
keep it dark.

He who lives without i'olly is not as
wise as he fancies.

Some women's motto —It's never too
iate to pretend.

Worry is the interest paid on trouble
before it becomes dne.

Always pay dehts and compliments and
you will always suoceed,

Love makes the world go round, and
that's what makes us giddy.

All easy ways are downhil!. You don't
notice it till you try to clim'o back.

The man who does what he pleases, 13
seidom pleased with. what he does.

Don't marxy a saint. They're better to
try to live up to than live with,

A snapshot photograpk often demon-
strates that truth is stranger than fiction.

If politeness cost3 nothing, why is it
that so few men give any of it to their
wives ?

At a wedding a bride weeps hecause its
hers, and her friends becauae it isn't
theirs.

lixperienc© is what a wise man gets at
the expenso of others, and a fool at his
own.

A bridegroom is iike a microbe on an
elephant— about the most insignificant
tliing there is,

It is difficult for any grown man to
realise that he was once the prettiest baby
in the world,

In the game of life the handsoine we-
man scores hy honours, and the plain
woman by tricks.

Love is like deht—the satisfaction of
falling out is only less than the fun of
falling in again,

A widow's advanfcage is that she can
give reference which cannot de disputed
by the departed.

Every cloud has a silver lining, hut that
is poor consolation when you can't see
through the cloud.

No one really understands how to man-
age a man except a spinster. That's why
she so often remains one,
j

Women give to men the very gold of
their lives ; but they invariably want it

back in such very small change.

The only difference between a grass wid-
ow, and a Teal one is that tlre foriner
is in clover, and the latter in weeds.

Some women regard their husbands as
they do the Ten Commandments —some-
thing to be studied, but not obeyed.

Women are always finding each other
out, whieh accounts for the appalling mor-
tality among feminine friendships all the
world over.

Never believe a woman can't do without
you—she can ; but if she does, she's afraid
you'Il find out you can do without her
too.

^
LITTLE CIHLD IS

VERY OFTEN

FASTTDLOirS

m his tastea.
I

THOMSQN'S

CARBONATJED

i . .

Waters and Oordialr

WILL always please the,

most exacthfg palate.

pdser or better drinks
than

THOMSON'S
|

are ijnprocijrable.

RABBITSKINS
RABBITSKINS

Send
your consig nments 1
us.

HIGHEST PRICE'S GIVEN .

WE ALSO BUY .

WOOL

HIDES

CALFSKINS

SHEEPSKINS

HORSEHAIR

tallow,

Srowa Bros,,

spey street,

INVERC ARGHJj,

Telephone—192. P.O, Box *■

labels on appucation,

TO MR. RETURNF.D SOLDIEa.

QEB as about PAPERTNG and l'AIlW,
INC that new house you hatr^

bought. We have a niee range of new

Wallpapers. Remember that we Frajo^
PICTURES cheapiy and well. 'Phone 42?,

i J. Strang & Co,,

tay st., invercargill.


