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When

You
have anything

to sell - anything from a

section to a sewing
machine serrJ it to OUR
MART.

WE HAVE BUYERS FOR
100 Tons Prime Chaff, Ladies'

and Cents' Bicycles, First-class
Furniture.

Also—

DAIRY FARMS of 60 to 130
acres. Consult us any time.

MCKAY BROS.
AUCTIONEERS AND LAND |*

AGENTS.

EXCHANGE MART.
INVERCARGILL.

Box—17. 'Plione — 15. f
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OUR STUDY THE EYE!

WE
have made a life-study of the human
eye—especially eyes that are affected

by weakness and are remediable by
Glasses.
How well we are able to advise and help
you, you can readily imagine. Why put
up with eye troubles when our first-class
knowledge and . equipment are at

your

6ervice ?

GONSULTING & MANUFACTURING
OPTICIAN,

DEE ST. (Opp. P.O.), INVERCARGILL.

SPEND

THAT £50 TO THE BEST ADVANTAGE

J^Y spending
a pound here and a pound

there you cannot buy to the best ad-

vantage.

Make out a- list and buy from the ONE

reliable firm,

ATHENAEUM BUILDINGS,
INVERCARGILL.

Our stocks include Household Iron-
mongery, Glassware, Cutlery, Tools for all
irades—in fact everything in the house
hold line.

Do you know,
"y^E

STOCK STATIONERY ?

THE ORCHID WRITING PAH, in
good value; 100 sheets for 1/6.
THE DAFFODIL BLOC'K, is also service-
able, 1/3.
THE WILLOW BROOK is clieap, l/-only.
GUM, 9d and 1/3 bottle.
NIBS—The ever popular R.elief, 1/- doz. ;
Waverleys, 1/- box; "J" 9d doz.;
Scribblers, 1/3 box.

LEAD PENCILS, 4d, 6d, 9d each.

COPYING PENCILS The Venus is the
jbest.

EN VELOPES—6d, 9d, 1/- packet.

BUY HOW. STATIONERY IS GOING-
UP!

Bible Depot,
ATHENAEUM BUILDINGS,
INVERCARGILL.

. PROFESSIONAL.

W. Macalister, B.A., LL.B. ; S. Morell
Macalister, LL.B.; Horace J. Macalister,
LL.B.; Alan B. Macalister.
MACALISTER BROS.,
Barristers and Solicitors,
INVERCARGILL.

Money to Lend on approved security at
current rates.

JP
G. HALL JONES, B.A., LL.B. (late
Rattray, Armstead and Murray, and
late James Harvey).

P.O. Box 48. Telephone 36.
RATTRAY & HALL-JONES,
BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS,
ESK STREET, INVERCARGILL, N.Z.

MR
CHARLES DUERDEN, Pianist, is
open for engagement at private

parties, dances, socials, etc. Address —
25 Princess street, Georgetown, Invercar
gill.

QTGUT & LILLICRAP,^
SOLICITORS,
Esk street.

MONEY TO LEND
On Freehold Security at Current Rates

of Interest.

J7
E D D E L L & HEWAT.

BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS,
72 ESK ST. (Opp. Times Office),
INVERCARGILL.

Money to Lend on approved
security at current rates. Solicitors
under Discharged Soldiers' SettlementAct.

QOUTHLAND SCHOOL OF HIGH-
^ LAND AND CLASSIC DANCING.
Rooms over Wesney Brothers, Dee street.
ALEX. SUTHERLAND, Principal.
Miss Melba Lipscombe, Assistant.
Box—41. Telephone — 1410.

"The Digger."

- FEIDAT, JUNE 4, 1920.

T.B. KEW.

Ihe amount of tlme spent by conference
in discussing the position of T.B. men
throughout the Dominion will meet with
universal approval by all returned soldiers'
associations and those who are anxious to
see that these men receive proper treat
ment under favourable conditions. The
wai' is now to some extent of passing note,
and this is followed by a certain amount
oi a.pathy by returned men, and in par-
ticular the general public. It is not be
cause the public are disinterested and are
not anxious that these men receive proper
treatment. It is because we becorne im-
mersed in the conditions of other en
vironment to such an extent that we are
apfc to forget now that the question is
again in the limelight it is essential that
public opinion coupled with the united
efforts of the R.S.A. he a force behind the
essential requirements of these men as in-
dicated by conference. The deputation
which waited upon the Prime Minister and
the Hon. Wm. Guthrie, received a veryfavourable reply and it hoped that there
will be no delay in effecting some
machinery of a concrete chara-cter. The
number of men who are now requiringtreatment must he considerable and it is
reasonable to suppose that their ranks are
being supplemented from time to time bymen who are now beginning to feel the
effects oi standing in water and various
privations associated with standing on the
fire-st-ep. In the interests of these men, and
the public health everything possible must
be done to restore them to health. The
sugg.estion for the establishing of small
farms for fruit and poultry beeping, etc.,
is a good one. If these farms are estab-
lished in a suitable locality and good cli-matic conditions it will be a great helpto them and make them self-supporting.A good deal has been done in the past,hui it- seems essential as far as possible to
couple treatment with repatriative meas-
nies, and this would be done by the small
t'arm system. As the Prime Minister
s-ated, there are real difficulties associated
with repatriation, .and naturally enough
they will exist possibly to a greater extentwith T.B. men, but Mr Guthrie's assur-
ance will be a big factor in minimisingthem providing they are carried into prac-tical effect. The Minister has stated that
T.B. rhen or otherwise who are sufferingfrom disabilities are given concessions.
Rents, for instance, were postponed with-out mterest, and after a man got on hlsfeet one of three things was done. Post
poned rerit would be taken in instalmenks

over two to five years, or the amount ow-

ing would be capitalised, or, in special cases,
the amount would be remitted. Altogether
this is very good as a piece of machinery
|
to henefit these men, but the

difficulty
is

that those who adm'-ister these provisions
do not always act in" the true

spirit of the act. The conference decided
to ui-ge the following recommendations : —

That T.B. men on being discharged
from a sanatorium shoukl be provided by
Ihe Defence Department with permanently
suitable shelters, properly furnished with
bed, bedding, ctc. That where the patient
owns a house having a vevandah the De
fence Department defray the exp,enses of
having the verandah glassed in and fur
nished with bedding, etc. That the per-
sonnel of all sanatoria should, where pos
sible, be ex T. B. men and that eompul-
.gory examination be made every six
months of T.B. men, out-patients and dis-
charges (not for pensions) by a specialist
or by the specialists who treated the men's
cases, and that the Defence Department
1 e responsible for the transportation of

patients to the specialist. That it be re-
cornmended to the D.G.M.S. to send a
chest expert througli New Zealand to ex-
amine all chest cases from N.Z.E.F.

THE DIGGER'S LETTER BOX.

In a previous issue we stated that we
were not responsible for opinions express-
ed by our~ correspondents. If at any
time, anything is incorrectly stated, or the
opinions are not agreed with, these col-
umris are open for a statement of the
case. No one will receive any informa-
tion, by calling at this office, as to our
contributors or their contributed matter.—
Editor.

ARRIVAL OF GENERAL BIRDWOOD.

General Birdwood has kindly accepted
the invitation of the loca.1 R..S.A. to the
smoke concert on the evening of the 15th
inst.

A HOLIDAY VXSIT.

WELLINGTON, June 2.
General Sir William Birdwood arrived
in Wellington from Sydney this evening,
accompanied hy Lady Birdwood and Miss
Joan Birdwood. An official party, includ-
ing the Minister for Internal Affairs,
Major-General Sir E. W. C. Chaytor, and
Brigadier-General G.

"

S.
Richardson,

boarded the Manuka in the stream from a
motor launch, and extend-ed a welcome to
General Birdwood on behalf of the Gov-
ernment and Defence Forces of the Do
minion.
The President of the Returned Soldiers'"
Asscciation (Dr Boxer) also welcomed the
General on behalf of the returned men,
and extended to him an invitation to at-
tend the conference now being held in
Wellington.
Sir William Birdwood makes it clear
that he is paying merely a holiday visit
to New Zealand. He hopes to meet as
many as possible of the Anzac men, but
he is not making in any sense a formal
tour. A civic reception will be accorded
him to-morrow evening.

OTAHUTI NOTES.

The Otahuti rugby team journeyed to
Drummond last Saturday and met the local
team, the game ending in a draw, A. S.
McCrosbie scoring for Otahuti, and A.
Crichton for Drummond, both tries being
unconverted.
The hall was dry and the gi'ound in
fair order, with the result the game was
fast from the kick-off. McLeod and R.
Chilton of Drummond, held the baeks
together, amongst- whom there was a fair
amount of speculating, which must be rec-
tified if the team is to be efficient, also a
failing with Drummond is the incessant
talking which goes on, and at a distance
soimds like a mixture of Gaelic and
French, without the gestures oi the
latter.
Tlie Otauti team did not play up to
their usual standard, although some fine
individual work was done, but unless a
team learns the true meaning of combina-
tion, it can never be proficient in the art
of playing first class football. Undoubted-
'y this team has more players within its
ranks who would be an acquisition to anytown club than most country teams have,
and if that niost important work, practice,
were indulged in to a greater extent, then
w.e could look forward to something specialm the football line. C. Donald made
many energetic attenipts to cross Drum
mond s line, but fat-e willed otherwise, and
although of herculean strength he couldnot withstand the combined efforts of the
eighi. opposing forwards, who all seemed
desirous of boarding his broad back, andhe was invariably brought down within a
few inches of tlie line ; A. S. McCrostie
played a hard game, and stood out prom-
inently among the forwards from start to
finish. Mr Frank O'Connell gave greatsatisfaction as a referee.

RETURNED SOLDIERS'
CONFERENCE.

*WTE SHOE.TAGE OY HOUSES.

WELLINGTON, June 2.
At the Returned Soldiers' Association
Conference to-dav, the remits passed on
the subject of land included the follow
ing :— That the Government he urged in

land ballots to give preference to men
j

who proceeded overseas as against those j

who did not; that discretionary powers
be given to Land Boards to grant applica-
tions for sale after the expiry of five
years ; that the Government be urged to

remit stamp duty on transfers to soldiers
who ohtain loans under the Discharged j
Soldiers' Settlement Act ; that Tegislation
be passed for an immediate classification
of lands; that district secretaries of the
Association be supplied hy the Land De
partment with a list of all Government
leases failing due within the next three
years; that the maximum advance for the
purpose of felling bush on soldiers' sec-
tions he increased in all cases to cover the
actual cost of felling; that the Returned
Soldiers' Association be represented on
all Land Boards, and that Boards be em-
powered to aPDoint loral roTnrr!if,t.pifts; +.n
deal with Returned -Soldiers' Association
a-pplications for land ; that Boards have
power to make final decisions without re-
ference to the Minister in order to expe-
dite the business; that attention he called
to the ineffectiveness of Land Purchase
Boards, and that a clear statement be
asked of the Minister regarding their dut-
ies and powers.
The following resolution was carried : —
That this Conference is of opinion that
the time has arrived when the various
patriotic societies should earmark a por-tion of their funds for permanently totallyand permanently partially disabled sol
diers, and for men who are breaking downfrom time to time as a result of their
military service.
Tlie Conference affirmed the principlethat returned men should be given protec-tion against ejectment from rented dwell-
mgs for a further period of twelve months.
The Christchurch branch submitted the
following remits on the matter, and its
adoption was recommended by the Land
Committee: "That in view of the aeute
shortage of houses, this conference urgesthe Government to continue the protection
given to retumed soldiers by the War Re-
gulatioiis Act of 1914 against ejectment
from rented dwellings for a further periodof twelve months as f.rom August 2 next."
Mr W. Perry (Wellington) said there
was a great feeling against the protection
being extended to returned soldiers, which
found its expression amongst land agents
and larrdlords. They all knew how acnte
the house shortage was, and from his own
knowledge he could state that every
Thursday morning the business of the
Wellington Magistrate's Court was taken
up with tenement cases. He submitted
that instead of soldiers being protected
for a period of twelve months they should
be protected so long as the house shortage
existed. "If there is any individual in
this country who ought to have a roof
over his head and who is entitled not to
be ejected from his house so long as he
pays his rent and does not knock it about,
surely it is the returned soldier who,
during the last four or five years, has
been standing up to his knees in mud in
the trenches, wnile the owners of houses
were lying in bed," declared Mr Perry
amidst applause.
Mr W. Leadley (Christchurch) remark-
ed that since the principle had been put
on the Statute Book the protection to sol
diers had been a bugbear to land agents
and landlords, but to the majority of the
returned soldiers throughout the country
it had been a veiitable godsend. He
hoped the conference would realise the
importance of the remit, and see it was
put through with no uncertain voice. He
knew of a case where a man who left
wife and children behind when he went to
the war returned to find that his home I

was without gas and water. About six
months before the man returned his wife
was told to quit the house, which had

(

been sold over her head. The landlord
|

said that unless she got out within a cer- I
tain time he would have the gas and !

water cut off. This threat was carried
out. Mr Leadley said he interviewed the
landlord and told him that unless gas andwater were laid on immediately the whole 1

case would be published in the press, and
!

the result was that next day the gas and
w ater were reinstated. This was one 1

instance which proved that protection was
necessary to prevent returned men from
being "bluffed ' out and giving up their
houses.
Ihe Rev, W. Walker (Christchurch), in
supportmg the remit, mentioned the caseof a Christchurch woman whose husband

'

was in hospital awaiting an operation.
|

This woman had been ordered tr 1house by the Court, the grcur,/'^landlord' s application being that, th
^

mises had not been kept in prop
>e
pr«-

All she had omitted to do was n i
gardea in order.

° %
Mr D. S. Smith (Gore) opposed tL
mit, because he thought that returneddiers might have an unfair advanU

, over civilians.
After

all, the
ret

j
soldiers were now

civilians and

|

could be
ejected now if

they failed to

^

|

their
rent, committed a

nuisance
^

!

neighbour,

or allowed
their

houses
t-o

fajinto disrepair.
The remit was carried.

ADYANOES TO SOLDIERS.

WITHDRAWAL CAUSES CONSTRRxu
TION,

WELLINGTON, Jaile 2. '

j The
Returned Soldiers' Conference t«.

| day passed
a resolution

viewing wit-h coj

I st-ernation
the sudden withdrawal

by the

|
Government of loans to returned

soldiers

under the D.S.S. Act and urging: (a)That immediate provision be made
byParliament to deal with all applications

f V loans which were lodged with Land
Boards before April 25, 1920 ; and (b) that
in view of the large number of applica-
tions declined by Land Boards since the
Government's withdrawal of loans Par-
liament should authoi'ise the eontinuacce
of these loans at the earliest possible
moment during the coming session.
It was decided also to call upon thi
Prime Minister to redeem the promise
j made by

him to the last conference that

|
the Act will remain in operation until

j every returned soldier is aettled on the

land.
|

It was resolved further to ask all local

1
Associations to

place
their case before

|

their district members of
Parliament; also

j that the Prime Minister a,nd Minister oi

j
Lands be invited to attend the Conier-

I ence, failing
which the Conference wait on

them with the object of obfcaining satis
faction.

NEWS IN BRIEF.

The Anstrian Peace Treaty has "been
l'atified by the United States.

J
It is understood that the Rev, Hector
M-cLean, M.A., M.S.c., B.D., has received
call from St. Andrew's Congregatiem,
Dimedin.

"The Otago Daily Times" reporis that
strong phrases were used by the Port
Chalmers Council to condemn profiteering,
This is about the only tliing that is being
done to stop profiteering.

The St. Kilda Borough Council have
decided to cut off the water supply owing
to non-payment of rates. The Council

;
must

expect
a

drought
to

inipose punisb-

ment.

A Sydney message states that the aut-b-
orities have promised a further iriquiry
into the Father Jerger case pending his j

deportation. The first inquiry rnust be
like our Royal Commissions, "inefiective,"

The Londondei'ry Gorporat-ion has re-
moved Lord French's name from the Free-
nian's Roll. The mayor described himas
a discredited politician.

"The National News" states that gen
eral warships are being fitted out at .
Shcerness to proceed to Ireland, where tk
situation is regarded as more serious than
tli * repoi't-s indicate. It is helieved tlial ;

an atte-mpt at rehellion is inuninent.

The International Labour Office of the
Leagne of Nations resents New Zealand s

nou-representation at the Genoa eoniei'
ence.

An Auckland message states that- a ;

postal official at Runciman was aocoste
by a man with a revolver, who
a sum of money and rode away on

t')6

postman's bicycle.

Dennis Gunn has ben sentenced to death
■

for the inurder of the post-master at P°" i
sonby. Finger-print evidence pln.yci

■»

j

prcminent part in the prosecution.

The Soldiers' Conference passed the

lowing remits : "That a Bill be 'ntr°

^

to Parliament next session providing \

Anzac Day be a st-atutoiy holiday;
t ia
^

the opinion of the Association the

shortage of house property ; the
1 Xl ■'

^

prices thereof, and the scarcity
o
J ^

ing operations are largely the 1>e^uj]d-
sult of the wholesale exportation o

ing timber hy most of the, lang1
:

co-operations throughout h evs £(Cp
and that the Government be urSc ,T $
such exportations and commaii
available building material for ' to
of homes." A resolution P

the effect that an efficient do
is essential to New Zealand-


