
f Seed

Pofatoes.

all tiie best varieties
4 of early and late seed
potatoes in stock and
can giye immediate de-
liyery.
w

If you have any Seed to dispose
of consign to us. AVe can get you
highest price going.

KEW FURNITURE.

Splendid showing of all hinds of
Furniture at wholesale cash

prices.

'
MCKAY EROS.
auctioneers and land

agents

exchange mart.

invercargill.

Box - 17. 'Phone— 15. 1

ilYCLES and all Cy ele Sundries for The
V Digger.

sewing machines for Mrs Digger.

PRAMS? PUSH CARTS, and PUSH
CHAIRS for Tlie Little Diggers..

Repairs to Cycles, Prams, etc., by Expert
Mechanics,

Give us a trial and we will do our best
for you.

Thomas Bird,

THE PRAM AND CYCLE SHOP,

122 DEE street, invercargill

Telephone ,862.

01'
r wholemeal digestive

BREAD

IS winning new friends

every day.

A. c. m1llabs LTO.

SPEND THAT £50 TO THE

BEST ABVANTAGE.

J>Y
spending a pound here and a pound

there you cannot buy to the best ad-

vantage.

Make out a list and buy from the ONE

reliable firm,

VERNON SMITH & G0.
ATHENAEUM BUILDINGS,

INVERCARGILL.

Our stocks include Household Iron-

mongery, Glassware, Cutlery, Tools for all
trades — in fact evervthing in the house

hold line.

PRGFESSIONAL.

W. Macalister, B.A., LL.B.; S. Morell

Macalister, LL.B. ; Horace J. Macalister,

LL.B.; Alan B. Macalister.

MACALISTER BR03.,

Barristers and Solicitors,

INVERCARGILL.

Money to Lend on approved security at
current rates.

"P
G. HALL JONES; B.A., LL.B. (late
*
Rattray, Armstead and Murray, and

late James Harvey).
P.O. Box 48. Telephone 36.

RATTRAY & HALL-JONES,

BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS,.

ESK STREET, INVERCARGILL, N.Z.

MR
CHARLES DUERDEN, Pianist,
is open for engagement at Private

Parties, Dances, Socials, etc.

FULL ORCIIESTRA SUPPLIED.

Address —

25 Princess Street, Georgetown,

Invercargill.

p
RIC M. RUSSELL-, SOLICITOR,

Hallenstein's Buildings,

ESK STREET,

INVERCARGILL.

Money to lend on freehold security.

HTOUT & LIL1ICEAP,
^

SOLICITORS,

Esk street.

MONEY TO LEND

On Freehold Security at Current RaieST
of Interest.

J£EDBELL&
HiSWAT.

BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS,
72 ESK ST. (Opp. Times Office),

INVERCARGILL.

Money to Lend on approved
security at current rates. Solicitors
under Discharged Soldiers' Settlement
Act.

Q OTJTHLAND SOHOOL, OF HIGII-
U LAND AND CLASSIC DANCING.
Rooms over Wesney Brothers, Dee street.

ALEX. S UTHERLAND, Principal.
Miss Melba Lfpscombe, Assistant.
Box — 41. Telephone — 1410.

FOR THE EMPIRE'S CAUSE.

IN MEMORIAM.

E\ ERETT. — In loving memory of our
dear brother (Jack). Trooper John

Everett, 58994, wounded July 25 and
drowned in the Hospital ship \A7arilda

(torpedoed in the English Channel), on

August 3, 1918.— Inserted by those who
love and sadly miss him. 3662

"The Digger."
*
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THE LAND QUESTJON.

The assurance of the Hon. Minister of
Lands, that tlie Government is doing its
best for returned soldiers, is no doubt an

expressiori propelled by honesty of pur-
pose. Nevertheless, the Governmcnt's
Land Policy has been reproductive of a

iarge measuxe of disappointment. Not

long
1

after the

Discharged
Soldiers' Set

tlement Act came into existence, . there

gradually .grew a widespread opinion that
too high a price was being paid for the
land, furthar, that there was a .class
of landowner who eould forsee what leg-
islation made no effort to cheek — an op-
portunity to accelerate the law of supply
and demand with the natural corollary,
an infiation of values. The small farmer
who joined the land gamble merely took

advantage of an already existing set of con-
dilioijs whioh hacl its origin with the class
of land-owner previously referred to.
At the same time, this action of the
small farmer made an automatic contribu-
tion on pre-war values, and recent activity
provision is made for compulsory acquisi-
tion of pre-war values, and recent activity
has raised the consideration as to whether
tliese landowners are prepared to be taxed
on the price they are now asking for land.

However, the present set of conditions is
due to economic law. Quite so ! When
the disintegrating factors of justice are

given free plav, instead of providing an
effective check to them, and directing
economic activity along channels which

will produce an effective and effieient land

policy. In'addition to its economic re-

sult there is also another phase to be

considered.

We nave passed through troublesome

times, a period when German aggres-
sion crossed the threshold of Belgium un

der the guise of "Kulture." Had this

aggression been successfully prosecuted,
there would have been a disastrous de-

preciation of values instead. But what.

prevented tliese conditions from existing?
What kept land values up ? The soldiers

who stood on the fire-step and suffered

privations, and who, at any moment, may
have made the supreme sa-crifice in pre-

serving for future generations "the things
that matter for a. nation," and as re-

lative to our theme the preservation of

land values as a natural consequence. This

enabled an era of prosperity to take place,
for which, to be gxiilty. of repetition, the

soldiers were daily making the sacrifice.
Can the R.S.A. be considered guilty of

going to the extremes for asking that

tliese considerations be associated with the
evolution of economic law, and a"sk that

they should be enabled to purchase land

on the 1914 valuation. It is fair and

reasonable request and will appeal to all

thoughtful persons who do not place
sliekels of silver before common- justice: lt

was shown at the last Annual Conference,
that there were" st-ill 6,000 men who were

in search of land. They too must pay
the penalty of the Government's neglect.
The R.S.A. have always been doubtful of

the operations of Land
Pprchase

Boards

anch-have consisteiitly asked the Govern

ment to create the maehinery frequently
asked for m the columns of this journal.
The cash transaction of the Government

leaves it open for pressure being brought
to bear upon the Bohrd, and cannot be

regarded as an effective piece of maehin

ery, and the high price being paid for land

will have a reaction upon the soldier set-

ler when land values hecome more stabil-

ised. The small farmer, and principally
the small dairy farmer, is not doing so

well as generally believed ; if you deduct
the price he gets for his produce and tne

amount which may reasonably be eredited
to his family, then the high price paid,
makes it more difficult for him to preserve
a reasonable margin of profit after rent,
and interest, etc., have been paid. The

position as indicated in the Waitara

"Mail" recently, seems to satisfactorily
express the position :—

"It is not ai all certain that when the

Government buys improvel land at £100

per acre for the returned soldier to dairy
on, they are acting kindly by him. By
the time the man is ready to make the
area productive his yearly output for, say,
50 acres of the presumably high quality
soil would be-in the region of £600, and
it is hard to see how even with the best
herd and the most skilful management,
his revenue will be very much beyond that

figure. A Waikato case cited the other

day showed that a practical farmer earn-

ing £924 from 164 acres had to outlay all
but £98 of that amount without allowing
anything for the services of himself, wife,
and three children. The man worked from

daylight to dark, and his wife had broken
down through work. He was only able
to make both ends «neet by the fact that
he bought his sfarm ten years ago, when
the price was much below the present
Government valuation. His improvements
capitalised and the unearned increment

ought to give him a good margin "should
he desire to. sell, but possibly he wants a
place to bring his children up on ; and if
he sold and rebought, he probably would
have to part up with all that he had made,
so that a change in that respect would be
of no advantage. Tbe speculator pure
and simple/ however, has in most cases
made a heap of money during the boom."
This speculative activity has been oue of
the greatest disintegrating factors in the
operations under the Discharged Soldiers'
Settlement Act, while the speculators
themselves have been carried on the ban-
ners of patriotism as

haying contributed
(somet-imes by compulsion) to the various
war loans. These contributions have lost
the quality of sacrifice owing to the rate of
interest involved.

OF INTEREST TO FARMERS.

Attention Ls drawn to an advertisement
appearing in our casual columns. Messrs
^hiels and Jenkins have removed from
the buildings recently occkpied by them in
Dee street to more convenient ones at the
rear of the Ciub Hotel, with entrances
from both Dee and Leven streets. The
firm are now in a more favoured posi
tion to deal ,with the

ever-expandii^ de
mand for the famous Storrie Improved
Milking Machine. The last year's out
put of this machine has increased eight
fold, which shows that the machine is
very popular among farmers. The" prin-
cipals,of the firm will always he ready to
give a demonstration , and farmers should
see this demonstration before purcbasmT
elsewhere-

FOOTBALL NOTES.

EASTERN DISTRIGT (12) V. COM-

j
BINED WEDNESDAY (11).

(Blue). (Blue and Black).

The teams were :—

Eastern District : Backs : Moore, Scully,

Robertson, Holmes, MacGihbon, O'Kane,
Johnson ; foiuvards : Barrie, Duncan,

C'hristie, Macalister, Scott, Crombie,

Adamson, Mclntyre.

Town : Backs : Lilley, Brown, Lyttle,

Coakley, Arial, Cleland, Davidson~ for-

wards : Smith, McKenzie, Roche, Sparkes,

Whyte, Strang, Millar and Fougere.

A good crowd watched this game, and

the merits and demerits of players were

freely criticised, the supporters of South-

land Rugby wondering whether the pro-
vince could get a tea,m to stave off a

crushing defeat from Canterbury on the

11th August. Gore began well, but their

first attempt at passing found them un-

certain of foot, and that plus a high
punt put Wednesday on a-ttack, Spaxrs
being jersey-held while dribbling. A try
should have Ibeen awarded. Lilley made
it three. Wednesday 3. Gore were still

uncertain, and Holmes and Scully, win.rs
of the visitors let Wednesday into posi
tion, Lilley, full, getting across. Wc^lne^-

day 6. Local forwards took a hand,
Roche appearing. Bad tackling of first-
five O'Kane brought Eastern into the last.
stretch. Here a free, a fine cross of Holmes
to the other wing set up a pretty transier

movement, four ba-cks handling, Mr.c-
Gibbon ending like a flash. We-Jnesdav
6, Eastem 3. The local forwards brcke
the visitors' line and headed by Roche
Miller and Fougere ,backing, the team
moved up to the line, and on the ball

being thrown out from the -comer, Smith
took cleanly and dived across. Lilley goal-
ed. Wednesday 11, Eastern 3. From this
on only the Wednesday forwards, Brown
and Davidson backs, and the
Eastern team were in the game. The Town
ba-cks neve^, looked dangero-us, they weri
tossed about like nine-pins, their passmg
was slow, and they, did not look to be m

any way aggressive, though the first-five

cut in well a few times. The backs seem-

ed feeble in comparison with Eastern rear-

guard. Any attack of merit came trom

Wednesday forwards, who over-kickad re.

peatedly. Moore full, and Mailey centre,

put up a fine record of taking on the full

and of defence kicking, while O'Kane and

MaeOibbon turned defence into attack

several times with unpleasant results to

Wednesday backs, Eastern scored two

more tries in the first spell, the last ten

minutes of which the game was theirs.

The lock, McAllister, dived for one, and

the winger, Mclntyre, received in-feed for

the other. The ground defence of the

Wednsday backs on tlreir
'
own line was

shockingly weak. The first spell finished

wit-h Wednesday 11, Eastern 9.

The most of the second spell was East-

ern's, if we except the forward rushes.
The visiting scrummers were most le-
soureeful on the line though their packing
was not so solid as that of their oppon-
ents. Twenty times they broke through
the lines. \AThat forwards were failing to
taclde their man? Sparks bashed through
a line and headed on lone-headedly, but
he couldn't prevent his over-kick losing
him thirty yards when Mailey got it. The

Wednesday forwards certainly lacked

finish, and if Smith hadn't got the ball
for the backs, what would Eastern hare
done to the backs opposed to them? For
their winning try Eastern got amongst the
confused home backs and were penalised.
Then a poor kick brought Scully through
a line, with centre Mailey to receive and
dive over. Eastern placing for goals was
weak. Eastem 12, Wednesday 11.

SOUTHLANB TEAM.

The selectors have chosen the following
representative fifteen to play Canterbury
on August 11th:—

Eull-back :

I. Brown (Otautau).
Holmes (Pioneer), Giimour (Banks and

Law), Fortune (Service).
Stead (Banks and Law) Capt., MacGib-

bon (Eastern).
Davidson (Invercargill).

Forwards :

Smith (Star), Barry (Eastern).
Sparkes (Atheltic).

Roche ( Athletic) , AVhyte (Waikiwi).
Cockroft (Union), Millar (Invercargill).

AATinger: Potter (Bluff).

Emergencies: Backs— O'Kane (Eastern),
J; Dalgleisli (Service). Forwards— Lang-
bien (Service), Duggan (Western).

The
following team will play the repre

sentative team on Saturda.y ;—

Lilley.
Lyttel, Coakley, Brown (Star)

J. Dalgleish, Vial
Dawson (Waikiwi).

n ForwardS; |

L-ameron, Mr,rr

Toda
'
1

Snuth
(Union) TW, n

Spr^t
(Service), ^ »■!):

Wruger: AgM%
Emergencies: Backs o
George, -

prain.
ForWo^ W i

Murray (Union), Stol0;
A

AU players ]isW _
Gymnasium Frid,,s ,tl1

£o„„,wsh;^
The Western man was chnS»
as he was against a Saturdav?
the Wednesday effort
out-takes and

clearly
W,ng-ihree Holmes (Eastern? J""even though he did not sh„w ,

'
H

on Wednesday. Has foot
Wmg-three: Fortune (Satnva }'
(Westem). ^

Fortune' s condition and hic • ,

punfcing puts him behind Eni, 2excels m erperience. McDo,,: , ?!
able, should put either out.

'

Centre :
Giimour, rival

Robefq0B J

ern), if sound, and Mailey (]?asb ,
attack and

detencedonot^: )that rival Gilmour's brillianre
Brown

(Wednesday) is a fine ceV
may be brilliant late- ^

Second-five : Stead (Saturda' r,V u
Gibboli (Eastern), who pUyod ^ 1,
five on

eWdnesday has ali Steads
'

with tackle and rush-stop en inMW |
erior. The positions have been .miu
to get in the Stead — Giltnour corrbina^ii i
for that end two non-doiou lers hnve |(,
included in the team I'at voa ii,Biti
attack. 1

First-five : D. MacGibbou (EastenJ
0 Kane (Eastern). As a

combiniiti^l
their own places, these two ieh
backs standing. MacGihbon js
less, and plucky. His skill was evideit
even on tbe wet groqnd. His tac®]
w'ih cover some of the weakness of ii's M.
low-backs.

Half-back : Davidson
(Wednesday), rival

J . Dalgliesh (Saturday). After the'gm
played by Dalgliesh. in front of St&J,
Giimour, . and Fortune, when he dnl J

the defence, and opened up is much at
tack as his wretched pack would Aka,
it must remain a mystery why he is out
of the combination. Davidson did nll
in the Eastern — Wednesday match; ti
he is not to be compared with DaJglii
in any department of the game ; and kt
did get softie protection from his pack.

'

Winger : Potter (Saturday), rival Agnw

(Wednesday). Two good sound men, with

Agnew more versatile.

Front Row : Smith (Wednesday), no

rival. His hooking in tbe Stai— Blue final,

and in the Eastern— Wednesday matcl

set-tles any doubt. His general forward

play is excellent for a man oi his buili ,

Bai'ry (Eastern). We know little of ia

front row work this season ; but he it i

fine forward, and was the younge:t sc»

mer in the Southland team of I® J

Lock : Sparks (Wednesday). \°-*

tion he would do ; but he must not
hodr

fesed to the enemy's backs. ,

Supports : Roche (Wednesday).
Th«»

only one Roche. No other forward ;

Southland has this season shown ,

line work, smothering, and packing.
^

faeds the opposing backs
with over ,

ing. Whyte (Wednesday).
Given a sora

ankle, Whyte is a forward
true to
Wj

line, follow, loose, tackle—
all he eib

in. He must not kick hard unless
Mg
j

or to the line. .
j

Back-row : Cockroft. Given con
i i

this mai should justify b» •*"]
Southland has not seen him at neary

best, and many admirers
wih K

him for a great game against
Can |

Taking, kicking, smothering,
®
^

work, are his strong pomts ;
»
1

company of determined men W

and Whyte, he should satisfy
0

^

are hungry to see him play
his e"' J

J
(Wednesday). In dribbling

^JU
here. Is short for the line

and s

^

body impact. . ,

. The forwards have been picW J

evident intention of training
•

^

A

line and as ascrum, to do this
1 ®

^

1

must have the men here;
ot

I

hara (Western), Crombie anV ^

(Western), might have
had a c

^ ^

selectors have every good
wisn .

team from "The Digger."

^ ^

'

d
^

Tlie Prize Court has
patt]^
^

prize bounty in respect
o

Jutland to the 151 ships enga

So the good folk
at Bluff

have^

tending to xnatters associa ^
"fil^

Bluff Horticultural Society. ^

Press" states, "A strong^
c0
thro0gh ^

also appointed to 'carry ^

social." "Through where •

give date and time
of am


