
Seed

Potatoes.

ALL THE BEST VARIETIES

OF EARLY AND LATE SEED

POTATOES IN STOCK AND

CAN GIYE IMMEDIATE DE-

LIVERY.

If you have any Seed to dispose
of consign to us. We can get you
highest price going.

new furniture.

Splendid showikg of all kinds o|
Furniture at wholesale casp
prices.

MCKAY BROS.
AUCTIONEERS AND LAND

AGENTS.

EXCHANGE MART.

INVERCARGILL.

Box— 17. 'Phone — 15.

C~
YCLES and all Cycle Sundries for The

Digger.

SEWING MACHINES for Mrs Digger.

PRAMS, PUSH CARTS, and PUSH
CHAIRS for The Little Diggers.

Repairs to Cycles, Prams, etc., by Expert
Mechanics.

Give us a trial and we will do our best
for you.

Thomas Bird,

the pram and cycle shgp,

122 DEE STREET, INVERCARGILL.

Telephone 862.

SPEHD THAT £50 TO THE

BEST A0VANTA0E,

l^Y
spending a pound here and a pound

there you cannot buy to the best ad-

▼antage.

Make out a list and buy from the ONE

reliable finn,

VERNON SMITH&GO.
ATHENAEUM BUILDINGS^

INVERCARGILL.

Our stocks include Household Iron-

mongery, Glassware, Cutlery, Tools for all

trades — in fact everythin^
in the house

hold line.

QUR
WHOLEMEAL DIGESTTVE

BREAD

,1S .WINNING NEW FRIENDS

EVERY DAY.

r
tLr . ■

tr-
■

' '

| A. C. MHLARS LTD.

s>
ff

professional.

W. Macalister, B.A., LL.B. ; S. Morell

Macalister, LL.B. ; Horace J. Macalister,

LL.B.; Alan B. Macalister.

macalister bros.,
Barristers and Solicitors,

INVERCARGILL.

Money to Lend on approved security at

current rates.

U G. HALL-JONES, B.A., ^L.B. (late
*
Rattray, Armstead and Murray, and

late James Harvey).

P.O. Box 48. Telephone 36.

rattray & hall-jones,
BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS,

ESK STREET, INVERCARGILL, N.Z.

MR
CHARLES DUERDEN, Pianist,

_ is open for engagement at Private

Parties, "i>ances, Socieb, etc.

FULL ORCIIESTRA SUPPL1ED.

Address—
"

Princess Street, Georgetown,

Invercargill.

gRIC
M. RUSSELL, SOLICITOR,

Hallenstein's Buildings,

ESK STREET,

INVERCARGILL.

Money to lend on freehold security.

Stout
& LILLICRAF,
SOLICITORS,

Esk street.

MONEY TO LEND

On Freehold Security at Current Rates
of Interest.

jeddell
& e'swat.

BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS,

72 ESK ST. (Opp. Times Office),

INVERCARGILL.

Money to Lend on approved
security at current rates. Solicitors
under Discharged Soldiers' Settlement
Act.

SOUTHLAND
SCHOOL OF HIGH

LAND AND CLASSIC DANCING.

Rooms over Wesney Brothers, Dee street.

ALEX. SI7THERLAND, Principal.
Miss Melba Lipscombe, Assistant.

Box — 41. Telephone — 1410.

FOR THE EMFXRE'S CAUSE.

IN MEMORIAM.

FLACK.— In loving remembrance of

Lance-Corporal A. Flack, only son of Mr
and Mrs A. Flack, Banefield road, Wai

kiwi, 26th Reinforcements, who was killed
in action soinewhere in France on August
6, 1918.

To-day as I gaze on your photo,
In likeness so faithful and true;
Do you know that my heart is still

aching
And longing dear Alex for you.
God called you home, it was His will,
But in my heart you liveth still ;
Your memory is as dear to-day,
As at the hour you passed away.
There is a link death cannot sever,
Love and remembrance lives for ever.

So lSved so mourned.
— Inserted by his old cobbers.

"The Digger."

FRIDAY, AUGUST 13, 1920.

SOLDIERS LEASES.

Instances where soldiers have given in-

adequate supervision to the provisions of

an instrument giving them a legal status

in relation to the purchase or lease of a

property are being frequently met with.

And the object of this article is to sound

a note of warning to all soldiers who are

endeavouring to secure a home, or farm,
as ihe case may be. It is not suggested
that the. document is delibenately framed

to achieve an undue lipld over the sol-

dier. The case of the Makarewa settlers is

a case in point which will serve to illus-

trate what is intended to be impressed

upon the mind of the soldier. It will be

remembered, that some time ago a number

of soldiers took up land in the Makarewa

district. The men started work and began
to bring the land into a state of produc
tion. A great deai of bush had been

fallen and the time had arrived when the

bush had to be burned. About this time

the attention of the settlers was drawn to

a elau.se in the lease providing for the pro-
tection of the tramway which was the

property of a sawmilling company. The

effect of this was to cause the settlers to

stop burning and meant a considerable

loss of time and which may have in-

volvcd a greater loss of time

than actually happened. In the

event of their proceeding with the

burn it may have cost them a considerable

amount of money. The matter was event-

ually adjusted, but the fact remains that

here was the existence of a lease, signed

by the settlers, which contained a clause

that the men themselves knew , nothing

about. The obvious duty of men dealing

in transactions of this kind is to make

sure that they thoroughly understand

every clause in the lease before signing

it, and the money spent in getting a sol-

icitor to analyse the document is money
well spent. It frequently happens that

an attempt is made to save this fee, but

when it is realised what may result

from a clause in the leas*» it is

eviderk that the wiSe
. r penny

Cnd. pound -Qolisi' policy ]ias nothir;g
to

recommend it. We frequently come ac/oss
men who -o idea what they hi^-

and a number o-f men wha are

purchasing houses on the ^mall deposit

system are daily regretting their hasie.

Men .should not be too hasty in completing
the deal but carefully go into the whole

question, and it many be incidentally men-

tioned that a guinea spent in getting the

opiriion of a p-ractical man to ascertain

whether the house has the borer or not

will save -many regrettable moments after

the deposit is paid. Another case in

point, is that of a number of settlers who

took up land on the Wanganui River;

although in this case the fault was with

the Aotea Maori Land Board. Neverthe-

less it will serve to show the inconvenience

caused by an unrealised or faulty provis-
ion in a lease. In the leases as signed

by all the tenants there was a provision

protecting the improvements made during
the term of the lease, and as there was

a right of renewal for a second term, at

valuation, the protection of the improve
ments is a matter of gTeat importance to

the settlers. This provision to conserve

to the tenant his improvements was ac-

cepted hy them in good faith and was

no doubt given hy the Land Board in good
faith. It wa« discovered some time after.

wards that the Board had no power to give
a lease containing such a clause. The

effect of this was to place a serious handi-

cap in the way of the settlers and place
them at a disadvantage from the stand-

point of finance and roading. The settlers

assumed they would be in the position of

Crown tenants and that they would get the

usual assistance, but discovered, too late,
that they were responsible for the entire

roading of the land. The Prime Minister

is hopeful of making a satisfactory adjust-

ment, and that will no doubt be done.

However, we commend the object of this

article to all returned men, also their

wife or widow, as the case may be.

ROADS.

The question of making and mainten-

ance of the public highway, is one which

no progressive community can afford to

give haphazard attention to. It has been

said that "A nation is judged by its lines

of communications.
" It will ne-ed very

little reflection to at once perceive the

truth of the statement. At the same time,
what is true in the greater degree, is

equally true in the lesser, and that the pro-

gressiveness of any local body and the

community is indelibly raarked in its

roads. Times have changed very rapidly

during the last few years. With the

advent of fast motor traffic, the- problem
of a scientifically constructed road has

thrust itself upon us much sooner than we

could ever have anticipated. Have we

in Southland realised this? If so, are we

prepared to progress with the times, and

go down to posterity as a progressive

community? The old practice of county
councils to make and repair roads with

river bed gravel (which goes down in the
winter time and comes up again in the

summer) is done! The road of the future

is the concrete road, or at least, one which
has its foundation of concrete. Our roads
have no foundation and coupled with the

factor of slipshod formation are a continu-
al source of heavy and ever-increasing
maintenance. It is this maintenance
which is a continual source of encroach-
ment upon the ratepayer's pocket, and is
a factor in the increase of rates, and in the
end there is no road. This continual
drain on the general account or county
fund, as the case may be, is hindering the

progress of other works which it is tne
function of these accounts to pay for, onr

footpaths etc. In the face of these condi-
tions is it not true that w© can put an efiect-
ive check on this "expenditure without re
sult policy!" Can we not save money
and have a good road in the end?
If we raise a loan and put down a

scientifically constructed road, will the sav-

ing effected provide interest and sinVing
fund? Ye6.' and a further saving !
Jf my memory serves me

correctly?

the Dunedin City Corporation reconstruct-

ed George street about the year 1905.
The

foundation was concrete, and jarrah blocks

were placed upon a cushion of sajid and

then covered with a tliin coating of asp-

halt. The cost of this work was 16s 9

per square yard, and
the cost of main

tenance fell to about 9d per square yard,

whereas before it was somewhere about

ls 7d, if not more. Tbe same result was

obtained in Auckland. Queen street main-

tenance was very heavy, but the
council

adopted a progressive policy and made a

good road which cost 17/9 per square yard,

and the company which carried out the

work actually guaranteed the first two

yearg maintenance at 6d per square yard.

Proof of this policy is found in the fact

that Auckland has consistently pursued

this policy ever since, a thing which
would

not have been done had the venture proved,

a failure. The most defective piece of

work existed whare the council used local

t-imber imj2*-*-' '/ , ;+h creosote as
..gnated x"*v-

Ui^ -.iocks. We can rJ iM&€r regard the

question of good roa£
35 one e»birely for

a local body to cons>frer aua conceive of

no giV^ier magnif j.d,e than that of our

own local environment. It must be re-

viewed from the standpoint that as local

authorities we are mutually dependent

upon each other, and with this enlarged
vision of our sphere of activity, the road

becomes a national concem and to the

country as a whole, we are entitled to look

for the effective formation and mainten

ance of the main lines of communication.

To further illustrate the position of mutual

dependency, were it not for the back coun

try, Invercargill would be the proverbial

"pub and a blacksmith shop." However,
much we may dislike the facts, Invercar

gill is dependent upon the back country
for its existence. A mutual dependency
is established. The opening up of the

back country by effective roading is a

factor in our progress and is of national

concern, in so far as it is a factor in in-

creased production, and a creator of wealth

for the country as a whole. We have

now suggested that the Government take

over the main roads from North Cape to

the Bluff. This rneans that the utmost

pressure must be brought to bear upon the

Government. Here a very difficult task

begins, but supposing the Invercargill

Town Council were to frame a resolution

embodying these suggestions and that

every- local body throughout the Dominion

be asked to snpport it, the services of all

leagues and other machinery crea.ted for

the advancement of the country, farmer's

unions, etc., should he asked. The Muniei-

pal Conference and Count-ies Association

should support it, and it would at least

pave the way for propaganda of a more

extensive character. A further considera.

tion in the roading problem is the neces-

sity' for all local authorities

to conserve certain of their raw mat-

erial as much as possible, and in this con-

nection we quote a paragraph from the

report of the Invercargill Town Council's

gas engineer :—

RES1DUALS AND BYE PRODUCTE.

"Coke, the principal source of revenue,

finds a ready sale in Invercargill and dis-

tricts, and increase of output will be easily

disposed of on remuneration prices. Tar

is not so easily disposed of, the local con-

sumption being small ; oonsequently out-

side markets have had to be found and

freights and railage have had the effect

of keeping tbe price comparatively low.

The recovery of bye-products from tar ^i
a commercial basis is Unpraeticable in In

vercargill on account of the small qnantity

available, and the costly nature of the

plant required."

The particular section that we desire to

draw attention to, is that which deals

with the disposal of tar, and the necessity
for finding an outside market for the sale

of tbe surplus. Although we have em-

phasised the use of the concrete road, we

must realise that, so far as we know at

present, tar must always play an import-
ant part in road construction and main-

j.
tenance. Of recent years tar has been

presented in many ways, but always cio-se-

ly ailieJ with the problem of "dustless
roads and tarrcd macadam." The distilla-
tion of tar, which dispels its injurious in-

gredients has rendered valuable service to

the loCal authoi*ities who have used it.

Should we not, therefore, use all avail

able tar on the roads instead of sending it

away. Futhermore, in view of the scien-

tific treatment of tar and its use on what

we may for purpose of simplicity call the

"tar spraying method" as an essentiai

condition of this method, would it not he

advisable to have our own plant for the

distillation of tar from our gas works
which would then be available for roads,

footpaths, or any other essentiai work. If
we sell any of our tar, then it means that
our policy in dealing with roads and foot

paths is too limited, and the roads are so
nrach the worse off. The use of our
tar on public works which make for the

progress of the town, is a much more valu
able asset than the actual cash reeeived,

and in addition to this/lT^5^
the standard of comfort is hvoS**must then enlarge our sphere U'

%
works activity to use this *„,! Hli«
This prepared tar is

extensiveW^'
England. It has been llsed

-

^i[>

Zealand, and gave satisf action Jk :

tilled tar was in its infancv a
^

of local bodies have the necessl^and a few have the
sprayillg

I

Wanganui, which is tht same size t
Invercargill, has one, and there T*
ample justification for us to •

]

consider the question. At least, ZT*
could be done by the Council conside? J
a report from the engineer. It

• §

sible the Council may have con^d!! I
these suggestions before. There 1
valid reasons why it is not carried' J!1
effect. However, this article is an } J
tempt at construction and not destro cti0 I

and if we can raise comment by the peoti'of Soutliland, and a wider vision upen£
-11-important quaation, we shall q

hi»ve aecomplished scmething, and weH ^

tfeat the matter v.'ill at least haviuiJ
thoughtful cqirslderfttipp §f all local ^ | '

in Southland.

THE DIGGER'S LETTER BOX.

8/1762, Mancfeville.
— VV e shall he piease(j 1

at all times to publish your country notes,
We have posted you stamped envelopes fot
return of copy which should reach us fej
nesday afternoon if possible.— Edt,

Margaret, Oreti Plains. — Your inkrest 1

ing little story arrived too late to k pub-
lished in this issue, but will nex{

week. Wc are glad to welcoBa ^ ^
the Children's Column, and hope ^

from you again. We would like some mu

of the boys and girls from your district to

write to us. — Mater.

To the President and Members oi the

Otautau Racing Club.
— In the recent issm

of this journal, the dates of racing iixtunn

were published. The date of yourdiB

mecting was omitted quite accidentallj. 1 1
private letter pointed out the error and I

am greatly indebted to the writer for i(
*

and trust this explanation will be satis- ■

factory. The list was compiled in flus

office and did not emanate from any out

side source. The fixtures will be pub- -

lished again and we shall have pleasrn in

making the necessaiy correction,-fi% j
"The Digger."

"THE DIGGER."

It has beea our custom to forward ti- |

various hospitals in Southland oopies oi J

"The Digger" for the palienk Th

Sanatorium at Pleasant Point and Cash- i

mere Hills, also Hanmer receive them.

There are some SofftMand boys in Cash- ,

mere, who, along with the other inmates, |
have found "The Digger'' a very interest- 3

ing journal, as the iollowing letter will

indicate

(To the Editor.)

Sir, — I wish on behalf of several
South-

j

land boys in tliis hospital
to thank you ,

for forwarding gratis the several cap
ies,

|

weekly, of "The Digger."
Itisthe®//

local paper so distributed here, and

look to its arrival for' local news.

ing your paper every
success.— I

^ j
HARRY J. WEBB.

Military Sanatorium,

Cashmere Hills, Christchurch,

August 4, 1920.

A business man called in t°
'

^

ger" during the week and spo
e ve

|

highly of "The Digger." His son ,

just eome down from Wanganui
an s

that he could always see the journa
;

and found it interesting.

A OORRSOTION

Secretary, R:S.A., Balclutha.
j

Sir, -There appeared :n
the co P

^

J

ence columns of the "Free

August 3, the iollowing paragraph,

your signature.
.
,j,{

"Sir— Recently there appeaxcd

columns of your paper
a Ministeria .

reprinted from 'The Diggei
M '

y
1

the Clifton Settlement. This ,
,

stated to be reeeived by
the Ia?

|

Association, as the outconie o

view which that Association
had .

#
,1

Hon. Mr Coates, and is
identica

^ ^

letter reeeived by the ^lot-
answer to a report on the

se
^ j

warded to the Minister of
^ ^ |

containing certain recommen
a
^

.

ference to conditions as at p

ing on the settlement.''
.
frof»

An inference likely to
be

cargil! j

this paragraph & whiti
j

R.S.A. interested itself m ^ jjl- j
come under the jurisdic

w
^

clutha R.S.A. Such
^

is

no^

the paragraph pubbshed ^ ^
\f

made no reference wbatsoev^ .g ^
g0f

vexcargill R.S.A., an
^ the

gestion in our paragrap ^ ^
jf,

cargill Associatroxi
into u ^

ier. While we deeply W


