DIGGER,

FRIDAY. AUGUST 20. 1920.

15

He

re.

aking snch an exceilent

Ve are now m :
charming

lay of Wallpapers,
wezs to match.

with

UR PATTERN BOOK is at Your Ser-
s, If you are unakle to czll in and
. and

wet the papers, write fer this book
shall send it Post Freeo

.DUR COLOURS AND DHESIGNE are
trancing and Our Prices lonviting, so do
b paper those rooms until you have in-
- peted Our Stocks. Nothing better to be
o & either 1 Quality, Design or Price.

AD, SMALL
& oo,

_“OUR CITAIRS AT YOUR SERVICE.

HEN you wam a HAIR CUT or a
SBAVE you want it done well,
1y you
Well go to-

A. E. BUTT’S
HAIRDRESSING SALOON,
ESK SBTREWT.

The place where you aiwuys get the best

attention.
DRAKE, DEE STREET.

* {Near Club Hotel).

CHOICES o

1 ne hesitation in snswering the

state.

Secticns Without Ballot.

——

ALLEGED USE OF INFLUENCE.

The {following information s contained
in a circular from the Avchland Returned
Soldiers’ Assoclation under the title of :
“The Troth about Reparca.”

The complaiut made by the _\txd\imd
Returned Soldiers’  Associaticn about the
alloting of two seclions of the Reparoa

Estate witheut a ballet, has not been
very long in coming before Parliament.

‘tue subject was first introdeeed by Mr
W. . Perry {Auckland Central),
placed a question bearing upon it on the
Order Paper Jast week. Subscquenthy
My TL Poland  (Ohinemuri)
same matter the subject of a question to
tha Minister for Lands, asked
notice.  Mr Poland said that
with other members he had
communication from the association which
recited. the facts, ted that the reply of
the Minister was cousidered very umsatis-
factory, and suggested that political in-
fluence mighs have been at work in effect-
jeg the allotment of the land without a
ballot.  The letter said that in view of
the fact that this was not the first case
where men had been singled out, there
was a strony feeling that the selection of
these two men was due to political in-
fluence. )

The lIor.

who

without
it common

received a

b

H. Guthrie snid he had

question

1.

straight away.,  lle teck great exception
to the allegation of political influence.
Since the heginning of the scheme there
so far as he was
had been

had not been one case,
aware, in which political actic:
used in the settlement of soldicrs. Kvery-
thing that had been done hal  been
straight, equare, and above board. Ix-
ception had hbeen taken in one or two
bhut the explanation had lbeen
accepted.  The Reparoa Hstate consisted
of lund of 2 pecabiar kind, needing special
knowledge.
ctions had been allotied lud received a
special recommendation from Mr [T, I8
Vaile, among others. They knew the dis.
strict, and had been working this class of
Jand for some time. It was suggested
- that they should be secured fop the estate,
in order that their knowledge

[N

keenly and resented keenly the all c’rfmon

of pelitical intluence.

Mr Polland: It is not made against
vou,

By Guthrie: B is against the Depart-

ment, and I resent it. Ife was prepared

tinued My CGuthrie. 1§ there had heen a

and

FRUIT,
CONFECTIONERY

ALWAYS OBTAINABLE

BEverybody's Fruit Confectioner.

The
~PROPLE'S BOOT SHOP,——-

Corner YARROW and MMASTER
STREETS,

EAST INVERCARGIL,

BOOTS AND SHOKS

A Jowest prices combined with bess
POSEJL]Q quahty.

Compure my prices with town,

_ REPAIRS A SPECIALTY.

———

ALEX. KIDD,
Boalmakes,

was the two men woukl be re
would be of use to the district.

made the

The two men to whom the
! accepted,

Mr

Penial By The Minister,

clation but whils it might consist of be-
tween 12,000 and 13,000 mewbers, he was
informed tliat the meetings were generally
attended and the business transacted by
ahout 2 He did not question the right
but he d.d auestion its right to level svd’l
of the association to send out the lette

a charge against the Department, and al-
ways would do so.

THF PLP/\.ROA ESTATE,

ON

SALLOTED SECTIONS.

MINISTER. AND SOLDIERS.

AN AUCKLAND OPINION.

The statmest made by the Hon. D.
H. Guthrie, Minister for Lands, in the

House of Representatives last week, in
replying to questions regarding the Auck-
land Returned Soldiers’ Association’s com-
plaint abeut the allotment of two sections
of the Reparca Estate without a ballot,

was  referred  to by the secretary
of the association, Mr B, F. An-
drews. In peference to Mr Cuthrie’s de-

nial that political influence might have
been at work in effecting the allotmont
of the land without a ballot, Mr An-
drews said that in the letter which, as
secretary of the association, he had for-
warded to the Minister, no charge had
Lraen wmade, but it was stated that there
was strong feeling among returned
soldiers that the allobment of the sections
had been due te political influence.
During the past week, said Mr An-
drews, he had had, on the average, thirty
returned wmen daily to see him on this
question. e denied the accuracy of Mr
Guthrie's statement that in the only two
previous in which exeeption had
been taiken to the operation of the scheme
the TDepartment’s explanation had been
The Minister had stated that
the twe men who were allotted  the
sections had eperial vecommendaticns {rom
H. E. Vaile, the veason given {i;

U

Ca3Cs

_allotting them the sections heing that the

might be -

Reparos Estate consisted of land of a
peculiar kind needing special Lnot\leu?fc
There wera not less than 1500 returned

" soldiers on the look-out for land, but weve

uset for the berefit of tbe dislvict. Per-
sonally he had known nothing of  the
matter until i was dene. and he felt

to back up the action of the board, con-

weak board and a weak Minister the mat. |
| term might have been rescinded, but as it |

,and

This criticism came ouly from a sgection

of the retarmed soldie continued U

Ainister, It was not fvam the New Zen
fand colation in avy case.  but Irom
the Anecikland Association.

Nir Poland : They are a biz bady.

Mr G Between 12. C’:}\\r and 13,000
men, 1 ve, buat this docg ust come
from the whole of them.

My lcm wl: Tt 18 {rom the executive.

My V. H. Potter (Rodkill): ¥rom some

of the excoutive, -

Mr Gutheie repeated thal there was no
pelitica) nfluencs used in the case yuoted,
e svas very glad, he said, that the ques-
tion askod. order that he
might bave a chance to answer it, especi-
ally ax letter had ieen sent
cast. bad beew whsolutely
favearitism,  The board mwizit have been
righs wrenz, but it had acted for what
it thought w Niany
knew the poendier natiare of the o

had been in

ihe wiroads

There ne

G
people
mnd.

s e besi.

and
it was Deeause of this peculinrity that the
men had Leen secured for the district,

Ale Pairy the Minister i
he was prepared to aceept the scerctary
of the Auckland Returned Soldier:
clation as being truly representative
the association.  Were they to take 1t
from his answer that he did not recognise
Mr Andrews as being truly the secretary
of the Auckland Returned Seldiers’ Assc-
ciation? Did he not think the precedent
established by the allotment of these sec-
tions was a dangerous one, and would he
not prevent a repetion of this incident
taking place?

Mr Guthrie said he did recognise Mr
Andrews as the scerelary oi the asso-

theu  aszied

of

i
i
i
]

i the men

the two men who had been given prefer-
ence. he asked, the only men ont of that
nomber who had the special knowledge
to deal with that class of land? If that
were so, was it fair to place on this block
parts of which were much inferior land
to the seciions already allotted, men who
had not the special knowledge necessary
hefore they could hope for success? 1t
certainly secmed bad business en the part
of the Governmant to purchase this estate
if My Guthrie's  contention were corrvect.
If Mr Vaile considered these men
ally cuited, the Departiment  evidently
agreed with him, My Andrews asked why
had taken up sections of
Vaile’s land in the vicinity, voder
of the Mscharged Soldiers’ Settle-

Hud this been done, thers
¢ heen no cause for complaind.
tue associztion’s point “that  when
estules were yurchased for soldier settle-
s every returved soldier likely to make
sertter shoald bave equal opportuntities
for acquiring them. ~

Referring the Minister’s astertion
that the business of the assoclation was
Ta qarrls'} by aboeat 200 oot the mem-
| 12,000, My Andrews suggested
ihat this was mmcorrect, as meetings where
the attendance was in the vieinity of 830
to 1000 had been held during the Jast 12

s Ninely per cenb. of  the ye-
men i the Dewinion were abso
eppased to the alletment without a

speci-

net
Aly
clause 2
mont A
wourld |

wWas

me

o

of come of the hest secttons in
o5 parchased.
Gatheie had also stated that i

ihere hiad heen a wenk loard and a weak

Minisier the matter might have  been
vescinded. Y appeal to Mr Guthrie,”
covcladed - XMr Andrews.  “‘to show the

conntey that lie 1s a strong man, by hav-
ing a searching inquiry made into this
matter, when I am sure he will find that
a mistake has been made, and will have
the matier reviewed.”

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.

REPARQA ESTATE.

Sir,—It is only fair to point out that
this property was acquired 15 months

ago, since when the Department has per-
sistently neglected to throw it open for
settlement, and it ig even stated that a
large part of it bas been leased {or grazing,
Every section would have been taken up,

and some of ithe waiting applicants made |

sach a fuss that at last two soldiers were
allowed to settle upon it.  Of all depart-
ments, the Lands Departruent seems the
most hopelessly fossilised, and it is high
time that 76 per cent. of its officers were
sacked and replaced by men with some
slight rudimentary knowledge of land and

 how it should be dealt with.—I am, etc.,

H. E. VAILE.

COPY OF LETTER FORWARDED T0Q

ALL MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT

REPRESENTING CONSTITGENCES
IN THE AUCKLAND PROVINCE

AND  ALSO TO ALL
MEMBERS,

SOLDIER

REPAROA ] NTATE.

Sir,—With

subject, I am

further reference tc above
eaclosing for your informa-
tion copy of a ietter which appeared in the
"N.%4. Herald” of August 2od. You will
observe that Mr Vaile does not support
the Minister’s statement regarding the
reason for the preferential allotment of
the two seciions.

With regard to the Minister's statemnent
that the letler from ihis Association did
not vefleet the {ruc opinion of the re-
turned scldiers us it only came from the
ARSA, T beg to inform yon that cur
action in sending the ieter
has already received the endorsement of

both. the Auckland Provincial and the
Donivion Bxecotive.—Yours faithfully,
L. F. ANDREWS,
Sccretary,
STOGX FOB SOLDIERS.

GOVERNMENT PAYMENTS.
COMPLAINTS OF DELAY
]{]'L‘LY BY (‘U"vi‘ﬂbﬁl()”\l,h.
Aboul 40 4 uldwm g_,alrur.ed at the Hob-
son County chambers, Dargaville, last
Buturday evening to meet the Commigsion-
er of Crown Lands, Mr R. P. Greville.
The commissioner explained that he wished
& let them knuw the position regarding
stouie lramsactions, with particular refer-

cuce to the recent agitation of the Stock |

Agents and Aucticneers’ Associalion., He
queted figures which he had abtained from
the varions companies that bad been fin-
anclag soldiers, and gave the total in
round figures ay £12.000 at present owing

to these companics.

‘ .7 osaid the commissioner, “‘are
any of these companics afraid of their
morey ! 1o they really ferr that the New

Zoaland O
for £12,0600°

“Nao,™”
“Iy i

rament is uot gosd enough
fu his own question.
af interest on
pPro-

he repliel

L%y

eyely & qu

o e

CONIMISSIoner

had counten-
over a few paltry
iwnd*e" Puuud~ interest.  He then read
i (.\f‘ the diveclors of a farmers’

witalion

Co-

i ueed be weald, finance the
had made, those present among
and would net expect  any

the scl:
transaetio
interest,
The conn er procecded to say that
they voneidered the sacrifice  that
had made those present amang

when

the sol

many ol they  could  rot  speak
cf  ihe  present  agitation  without
emotion.  Me had now made an  aoffer
which the various companies had ac-
:d. He had underiaken thab his De-

He bad wdertaken that his De-

ment wenld pay out withip 34
receipt of the certified schedule

of
He lurther slated i answer 1o &
guestion thut his Department would accept
the valvation of any reputable persam

1t was suggested at the meeting that

stock.

the Retwrned Soldiers’ Associaiien should
at once submit a Hat of valuors for ap
preval.  The connin - stnted thal
theme was po neetssi to huy

their stock through the (ntious companics
They could desl privifely and he suggested
that the local Returned Soldiers’ Assccia-

tion should {orm a comunitlee for
irpose of assisting thely members
fiiliyr their requirements. The com-

ter went on to say that the stock
vbtained & per cent. commission on
the sales and 8 per cent. interest on the
maoney.

In answer to a guestion as to the paliey
of the Department respecting gum-bearing
lands, the commissioner stated that it was
proposed to grant licenses for three-acre
parcels on a If) per cent. royalty basis,
The lLicencees would have the right to
erect gum-washing plants if they wished,
the only stipulation Leing that the holes
should be filled in,  These liceuces would
be available for naturalised Dalmatians.
He was having surveys made almost im-
mediately.

in quesian |

did net think the

. and said any of these directors |

CHEAP MEAT.

ONLY PRIMEST QUALITY,
BEEF AND HUTTON,

AT EVERYBGDY'S
BUTCHERY.

A. CUNDALL,

\ Proprieter.
For several years Managar
City Meat Co.

(Kelvia St. one door fram Esk S1)

\RTHERE_ DID -YOU GET THAT

LOVELY FRUIT?

| THAT HANDSOME BOX OF SWEETS!?

THOSE BEAUTIFCL PALMS AND
ARPIDISTRAS !

WHY AYT——

WELSH'S
FRUITERER AND CONFECTIOSER,
TAY STREET.
THEY HAVE ALSO CLEANEST AND

BEST OF FOUNTAIN DRINKS

A. E. HOBBS,
Proprietor
‘Phone-—400.

IN STOCK . . .

Chocolate Raspberry, Dates, Almeonds,
Ginger, Raisins, Caramels, Monte-
tenant. Also Creams, and a Jarge
assortiment Boiled Confectionery.

Cadbury’s, Fry's Romison’s, Cours,

Auslbrook’s Fancy Boxes.

Ring 1370 and T will have your Sweets
rcady for you.

F, C Jarvis,

“EXCELLA,” DEE STREET
Next Bank N.8.1W.

Boosks to Readl.

LATEST DETYECTIVE NOVELS,
5/0.
BERNARD TREVES BOOTS v(iaw-

rence Clarke)
THE BROKEN FANG (Vel Key).
HON. ALGERNON KNOX (E. Phillip

Oppenheim).
THE HOUSE OF DANGER (Guy .
Thrine).

GUILE (Headon Hill).

THE LOST MR LINTHWAITE (J. 8
Fletcher).

THE CAMP OF FEAR (Leslie Howard
Gordon).

KATE PLUS TEN (Edgar Wallace},

Gardner & Son,

TAY AND KELVIN STREETR,
INVERCARGILL.



