
We can soon

Demoiwtrate the

■
«^;vVisdom of Buying your

■

Wali Papers

Here.

—

,'^1 are now making such an excellent

,'^jaay
of Wai] papers, with charmmg

tezs W match.
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*l!t 'UR PATTERN BOOK is at Your Ser-
f' If Kou are imable to call in and

!Ct the papers, write for this
hook and

shall send it Post Free.

■
I I

^DUR COLOURS AND DESIGNS are

trancing and Our Prices Inviting, so do

l paper those rooms until you have in-

jcted Our Stocks. Nothing better to be

licikp either in Quality, Design or Price.

BRQAD, SHALL
& sov.

"our CHAIRS AT YOUR SERVICE.

I7HEN you want a HAIR CUT or a

SHAVE you want it done well,

you ?
F Well go to

3 A. E. BUTT'S
C'B HAIRDRESSING SALOON,

ESK STREET.

The place where you always get the best

attention.

Y
\J DRAKE, DEE STREET.
VV *

(Near Club Hotel).

CH01CEST

| FRUIT, and

|
OONFECllONERY

ALWAYS OBTAINABLEL

Evervbody's Fruit Corjfectioner.

The

• PEOPLE'S BOOT SHOP, „

Cwner YARROW and McMASTER

STREETS,

■ EAST INVERCARGIL.

I
ROOTS AND SIIOES

-At lowest priees combined with best
possible quality.

Co tupare my prices with town.

Repairs a specialty,

ALEX. KIDD,

Bootmaker.

Reparoa
Estate.

Sections Without Ballot.
i :

AILECED USE OF INFLUEHCE.
i

Denial By The Minister.

The following information .is eontained
in a eircular from the Auckland Returned

Soldiers' Association under the title of :
"The Truth about Reparoa."
The complaint made by the Auckland

Returned Soldiers' Association about the

•alloting of two sections- of the Reparoa
Estate without a ballot, has not been

very long in coming hefore Parliament,

lue subject was first introd uced by Mr

W. E. Perry (Auckland Central), who

placed a question bearing upon it 011 the

Order Paper last week. Subsequently
Mr H, Poland (Ohinemuri) made the

same matter the subject of a question to

the Minister for Lands, asked without

notice. Mr Poland said that in] common

with other members he had received a

communication from the association 'which

recited the facts, stated that the reply of

the Minister was considered very unsatis-

factory, and suggested that political in-

fluence might have been at work in effect-

ing the allotment of the land without a

ballot. The letter said tliat in view of

the faet that this was not the first case

where rnen had been singled out, there

was a strong f eeling that the selection of

these two men wa$ due to political in

fiuence.

The Hon. D. H.. Guthrie said h.e had

no hesitation in answering the question

straight away. He took gre-at exception
to ihe allegation of political infiuence.

Since the beginning of the seheme there

had not been one case, so far as he was

aware, in which political aetk
•
: had been

used in the settlement of soldiers. Every -

thing that had been done had been

straight, sqOare, and above board. Ex

ception had been taken in one or two

case% but the explanation had been

accepted. The Reparoa Estate consisted

of land of a peculiar kind, needing special

knowledge. The two men to whom the .

sections had been allotted had received a

special recommendation from Mr II. E. j
Vaile, among others. They knew the dis- |
strict, and had been working this class of j
land for some time. It was suggested
that they should be secured for the estate,

j
in order that their knowledge might be i

used for the benefit of the district. Per- ;

sonally he had known nothing of the

matter until it was done, and he felt

keenly and resen.ted kee-nly the allegation ,

of political infiuence. !

Mr Polland : It is not made against |

you. ■

■

.

.

|

Mr Guthrie : It is against the Depart-

ment, and I resent it. He was prepared
to back up the action of the board, con-

'

tinucd Mr Guthrie. If there had been a

weak board and a weak Minister the mat-
j

term might have been rescinded, but as it
(

was the two men would be retained, and'
;

would be of use to the district.

This criticism came only from a section |

of the returned soldiers^ continued the

; Minister. It was not from the N.ew Zea-

land Association in any case, but from

the Auckland Association.

Mr Poland : They are a big body.

Mr Guthrie : Between 12,000 and 13.000

men, I believe, but this does not come

from the whole of them.
Mr Poland : It is from the executive.

Mr V. H-. Potter (Roskill) : From some

of the ereeutive. «
Mr Guthrie repeated that there was no

political infiuence used in the case quoted.
He was very glad, he said, that the ques
tion had been asked, in order that he

might have a cha-nce to answer it, especi-

aliy as the letter had been sent uroad-

cast. There. had been absolutely no

favouritism. The board might have been

right or w'rong, but it had acted for what

it thought was tbe besi. Many people
knew the peeuli#r nature of the land, and i

it was because of this peculiaritv that the
'

men had been secured for the district. |

Mr Parry then asked the Minister if j
he was prepared to accept the secretary

of tbe Auckland Returned Soldiers' Assc- !

ciation as being truly representative of

the association. Were they to take it

from his answer that he did not recognise

Mr Andrews as being truly the secretary
of the Auckland Returned Soldiers' Asso

ciation? Did he not think the precedent
establislied by the allotment of these sec

tions was a dangerous one, and would he

not prevent a repetion of this incident

taking place?
Mr Guthrie said he did recognise Mr

Andrews as the secretary oi the asso-

ciation but while ifc might consist of be
tween 12,000 and 13,000 members, he was
informed that the meetings were generally
attended and the business transacied by
about 200. He did not question the right
but he did question its right to level such
of the association to send out the letter,
a charge against the Department, and al

ways would do so.

THE REPAROA ESTATE,

UNBALLOTED SECTIONS.

MINISTER AND SOLDIERS.

AN AUCKLAND OPINION.

The statment made by the Hon. D.
H. Guthrie, Minister for Lands, in the
House of Representatives last week, in

replying to questions regarding the Auck
land Returned Soldiers' Association's com

plaint about the allotment- of two sections
of the Reparoa Estate without a ballot,
was referred to by the secretary
of the association, Mr E. F. An
drews. In reference to Mr Guthrie's de
nial that political infiuence might have
been at work in effecting ihe allotment
of the land without a ballot, Mr An
drews said that in the letter which, as

secretary of the association, he had for-
warded to the Minister, no charge had
been made, but it was stated that there
was a strong feeling among returned
soldiers that the. allotment of the sections
had been due to political infiuence.

During the past week, said Mr An

drews, he had had, on the average, thirty
returned men daily to see him on this

question. lle denied the aecuracy of Mr

Guthrie's statement that in the only two

previous cases in whieh exception had
been taken to the opera-tion of the scheme
the Department's explanation had been

acc-epted. The Minister had stated that
the two men who were allotted the
sections had special recommendations from
Mr H. E. Yaile, the reason given foi

allotting them the sections being that the

Reparoa Estate consisted of land of a

peculiar kind needing special knowledge.
There were not less than 1500 returned
soldiers on the look-out for land, but were
the two men who had been given prefer-
enee, he asked, the , only men out of that

number who had the special knowledge
to deal with that class of land? If that
were so, was it fair to place on this block

paris of which were much inferior land
to the sections already allotted, men who
had not the special knowledge necessary
before they"cou!d hope for success? It

certainly seemed bad business on the part
of the Government to purchase this estate
if Mr Guthrie's . contention .were correct.

If Mr Yaile considered these men speci-

ally suited, the Department evidently
agreed with him, Mr Andrews asked wby
the men had not taken up sections of
Mr Yaile's land in the vieinity, under

elause 2 of the Diseharged Soldiers' Settle
ment Aet. Had this been done, there
would have been no cause for complaint.
hue association's point was "that when

estates were purchased for soldier settle

ment every returned soldier likely to make

settler should have equal opportuntities
for acquiring them.

Referring to the Minister's assertion

that the business of the association was

transacted by about 200 out the mem-

bership of 12,000. Mr Andrews suggested
that this was incorrect, as meetings where

the attendance was in the vieinity of 800

to 1000 had been held during the last- 12

months. Ninety per cent. of the re

turned men in the Dominion were abso

lutely opposed to the allotment without a

ballot of somo of the best sections in

.estates purchased.
Mr Guthrie had also stated that if

there had been a weak board and a weak

Minister the nratter might have been

rescinded. "I appeal to Mr Guthrie,"
concludcd Mr Andrews, "to show the

country that he is a strong man, by hav-

ing a searching inquiry made into this

matter, when I am sure be will find that

a mistake has been made, and will have

the matter reviewed."

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.

REPAROA ESTATK

Sir, — It is only fair to point ont that

this property was acquired 15 months

ago, since when the Department has per-

sistently neglected to throw it open for

settlement, and it is even stated that a

large part of it has been leased for grazing.
Every section would have been taken up,
and some of the waiting applicants made
such a fuss that at last two soldiers were
allowed to settle upon it. Of all depart-
ments, the Lands Department seems the
most hopelessly fossilised, and it is high
tirne that 75 per cent. of its officers were
sacked and replaced by men with some

slight rudimentary knowledge of land and
how it should be dealt with. — I am, etc.,

II. E. YAILE.

COPY OF LETTER FORWARBED TO
ALL MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
REPRESENHN G CONSTITU ENCES
IN THE AUCKLAND PROVINCE
AND ALSO TO ALL SOLDIER
MEMBERS.

REPAROA ESTATE.

Sir, — With further reference to above

subject, I am cnclosing for yovtr informa
tion copy of a letter which appeared in the
"N.Z. Herald" of August 2nd. You will
pbsevve that Mr Vaile does not support
the Minister's statement regarding the
reason for the preferential allotment of
the two sections.
With regard to the Minister's statement
that the letter from this Association did
not reflect the true opinion of the re
turned "soldiers as it only came from the

A.R.S.A., I beg to inform you that our
action in sending the leter in quesnon
has already received the endorsement of
both the Auckland Provincia-1 and the
Dominion Executive.— Yours faithfully,

E. F. ANDREWS,

Secretary.

STOCK FOR SOLDIERS.

GOVERNMENT PAYMENTS.

COM PLAINTS OE DELAY.

REPLY BY COMMISSIONER.

About 40 soldiers gathered at the Hob-
son County chambers, Dargaville, last

Saturday evening to me,et the Commission-
er of Crown Lands, Mr R. P. Greville.
The coRmilssioner explained that he wished
to let them ltnow the position regarding
stock transactions, with particular refer
ence to tbe recent agitation of the Stock

Agents and Auctioneers' Association. He

quoted figures which he had obtained from
the various companies that had been fin-

ancing soldiers, and gave the total in

round figures as £12,000 at present owing
to these companies.
"Now." said the eommissioner, "are

any of these companies afraid of their

money? Do they really fear that the New

Zealand Government is not good enough
for £12,000?

"No," he replied to his own question.
"It is merely a question of interest on

their money.
"
The eommissioner pro-

ceeded to state that he did not think the

directors of the companies had counten-

anced this agitation over a few paltry
hundred pounds' interesL He then read

a list of the directors of a farmers' co-

operative, and said any of those directors

coukl, and if nced be wculd, finance the

the soldiers had made, those present among
transactions and would not expect any
interest.

The eommissioner proceeded to say that

when they considered the sacrifice that

the soldiers had made those present among

many others, they could not speak
cf the present agitation without

emotion. He had now .made an offer

which the various companies had ac

cepted. He had undertaken that his De-

which, He had undertaken that his De

partment would pay out within 14 days
after receipt of the certified schedule of

stock. He further stated in answer to a

question that his Department would accept
the valuation of any repufable persom
It was suggested at the meeting that

the Returned Soldiers' Association should

at once submit a list of valuers for ap-

proval. The eommissioner stated that

there was no necessity for soldiers to buy
their .stock through the various companies

They could deal privately and he suggested
that the local Returned Soldiers' Associa

tion should form a stock coittmittee for

the purpose of a-ssisting their members

in fulfilling their requiremente. The eom

missioner went on to say that the stoek

agents obtained 5 per cent. commission on
the saies and 8 per cent. interest on the

money.
In answer to a question as to the policy
of the Department respecting gum-bearing
lands, the eommissioner stated that it was

proposed to grant licen&es for three-acre

parcels on a jjO per cent. royalty basis.
The licencees would have the right to
erect gnm-washing plants if they wished,
the only stipulation being that the holes
should be filled in. These licences would
bo available for naturalised Dalmatians.
He ivas having trurveys made almost im-

mediately.

CHEAP MEAT.

ONLY PRDfEST QUALITY,

BEEF AND MUTTON.

AT EYERYBODWS

BUTCIIESLY.

A. CUMDALL,

Proprietsr.

For ssveral years MatragiAr

City Meat Co.

(Kelvin St. oae duor froar Esk S5-)

^yHERE.
DID YOU GET THAT

LOVELY FRUIT?

THAT HANDSOME BOX OF SWEETS ?

THOSE BEAUTIFUL PALMS AND

ASPIDISTRAS ?

WHY AT

WELSH'S
FRUITERER AND CONFECTfONFR,

TAY STREET.

THEY HAVE ALSO CLEANEST AND

BEST GF F'QUNTAIN DRLNKS.

A. E. HOBBS,

Proprietor
Thone — 400.

JN
STOCK ....

Chocolate Raspberry, Dates, Abnonds,

Ginger, Raisins, Caramels, Monte-

tenant. Also Crearns, and a large

assortment Boiled Confectionery.

Cadbury's, Fry's Romison's, Court,

Auslbrook's Fancy Boxes.

Ring 1370 and I will have your Swcets

ready for you.

F. C. Jarvis,
"EXCELLA," DEE STREET

Next Bank N.S.W.

Books to Reaa.

LAT'EST
DETECTIVF. NO^'ELS,

5/6.

BERNARD TREYES' BOOTS (law

rence Clarke)

THE BROKEN FANG (Yel Key).

HON. ALGERNON KNOX (E. Phillip

Oppenheim).

THE HOUSE OF DANGER (Guy

Thrine).

GUILE (Headon HUI).

THE LOST MR LINTH W A ITE (J. SL

Fletcher).

THE CAMP OF FEAR (Leslie Howard

Gordon).

KATE PLUS TEN (Edgar Wallace)^

Gardner & Son,
TAY AND KELVIN STREETR,

INVERCARGILL.


