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PBeecham has come a cropper over his
operatic ventare, A Beecham spill, as
‘it were.

A woman dropped dead in a northern
shop o few days ago. Possibly sife had
just been told some of the latest prices,

More newspaper arithmetic. Accorc.]-
ing to the “'News’ the exp'enditure in
connection with Prince Charming’s recent
~isit to Invercargill was £10,962 4s 8d;
various receipts, £1631 1s bd; Dr. bal-
ance, £365.

Another instance  from  the
An acroplave, carrying a pilot and five
passengers  nose-dived o the gronfnd.
“Four were killed,”” and the ouly survivor
terribly injuved. Pethaps the pilot didn't
connt,

same,

The “Olago Daily Thnes —-possibly as
an indication of its opivion of things
rish—always epells the famous hunger-
name “‘McSwiney.” On  his
dietary (water, carbunate of
however, he canuot le con-

striker’s
present
soda, cte.).
sidered as much of a hog.

A gewlng machine man was recently
picked up at Aunckland in & hadly bat-
teved and insensible condition.  'The case
Jf it had been an

is most myslerious.
book,

insurance agent, tax collector, or

fiend we could have understood it.

Bill, my next-deor neighbour, has not
much in the way of looks to thank Pro-
vidence for. About five feet high and
the samo around, wilh a hald bead, red
face, and promiscnoug sort  of whiskers,
but & good fellow withal.  He has many
troubles, which he unfaflingly brings to
me—when I am not successiul in dodging
him, Last Sunday he captured me in my
garden. I noted his gloomy face with
apprehension, bLut there was no escape,
so I set my teeth and preparved to endure,
For a few minutes he smoked in moody
silence, and then suddenly opened oub:
“Look ’ere, Jax, I'm -akout fed up with
hem blanky picture shows,  Tell yeh
‘ow it is, At oue time me an’ the old
woman used to get on well together. [
useter  think a lot of er—an’ so 1 do
still—an’ I know she looked on me as
pretty passable as an ‘ushand an’ a
father. In thuse days things was rvather
vght, so we didn't bother the picture
shows much.  But since T got me rise aw’
bonus, and things "ave heen a bit easier
like, the old wumaw’s taken to goin’ to
the pictures ahout twice a week or so.
T don’t miud that in itself--1 Tike 1o sce
‘er enjoyin’ erself, an’ I can afford
expense now.  But what viles me is the
‘igh-fangled nctions she's gettin’ throngh
peein, too much of those blanky picture
stars, with their nice clean looks an’
smart clothes.  She looks dissatisfied
with me now, an’ though she don't say
very much, T know she’s always wonderin’
why I'm not a cross between Trancis
Bushman an’ Douglas Fairhanks, with a
dash of Tom Mix or Bill Hart thrown in.
Dammit, I te)l "er I can’t elp being short
an’ fat (I've no deloosions ahout myself),
but it’ no uster try an’ reason with a
woman.  She seems some’ow to think
I'm to blame for bein’ me, an’ not one of
those “long-legged, curly-’eaded, clean-
shaved tykes on the screen.  An’ the
way she eniffs at my dungarvees——the good
honest dungarees that I earn ’er and the
kiddies’ bread an’ butter in is enough to
break a fellow’s ’eart.  Thinks I ought
to ’ave a swallow-tailed coat and a white
shirt front the size of a Union Jack. An’
she's always grumblin’ because we ’aven’t
got a motor car, an’ lots of other things.
Oh, hell, Jax, those pictures 'ave got me
wet.” [ understood, and tried to cheer
him up, but he moved off, dejected and
disconsolate,

It would scem that on the butter
question, as on so many others, Labour
does not know exactly what it wants, but
is determined to get it. In & recent re-
port of the proceedings of the Butter

. Prices Committee, among,. those invited to
" give evidence and’ suggestions, the New
Zealand Alliance of Labour stated darkly
that they did not consider the time yet
ripe for action. Nor did they give any
hint as to whben that same unripe time-
would be ready for plucking. The Wel-

Passing Notes.

BY JACQUES.

Laugh where we must, be candid where we can.—Pope.
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» lington Trades and Labour Council was in

favour of the farmers having free right to
export and to raise local prices as high as
may be, provided {oh, glorious merry-go-
round!) the wages of the workers were
raised commensurately.  To this view the
Canterbury 'T'rades and Labour Council is
stubbornly opposed.  Whatever  prices
ruled in other world markets, on no ac-
count should they be allowed to levitate
licre. It did not show that it had any
clear idea as to how that undesirable pro-
bability was to be prevented, thewgh it
seemed to think that something mught be
dore by “dealing it ont” as solidly as
possible to land agents.  Truly, they
have some clear thinkers in the Labour
Partics—only somehow they persist in
thinking ¢learly along widely different
and divergeat lives.  And ““who shall
decide when doctors disagree.”

I ree that the editor of this paper has
issued bis flat—in future no letter to him
(as editor) must excesd three hundred
words. I doubtthe wisdom of his decision,
and hope that he will reconsider it.  One
of the most useful and attractive features
ol the modern newspaper is its corres-
pondence column; as a vehicle for the
ventilation of wrongs, the spread of in-
formation, and the interchange of ideas
it is without peer. . And there is no
question that many of the contributions
appearing therein often reach a high level
of liberary excellence.  To compel the
compression of every letter to. within the
compags of three hundred words will be
to largely destroy its possible literary
quality and argumentative force.  One
cannot get much. of either into such a
hrief screed. Of comrse our editor’s
abject is to curb prolixity.  But (pro-
vided that the subject under discussion is
of sufficient general interest and unneces-
sary repetition is ayoided) is prolixity,
after all,.always undesirable? It is a
quality that euters largely into some of
our finest literature; Dickens, Scott,
Thackeray, CGoldsmith, Sterne, and many
other of onr foremost writers were very
prolix, judged by preswit-day tabloid
standards.
Dickens of their unnecessary verbiage and
you lose most of their charm. The plot,
the incidents—all of the essentials of the
story are there, but, shorn of their beau-
tiful wordy raiment, their stark nakedness
has little of attraction for we.  So with
our mnewspaper correspondence, The
very way in which a letter is worded will
often command more interest than even
th. theme itself. Moreover a little jasi-
tude in the mutler of space gives a con-
troversialist a better chance to avoid that
seeining of offence that the necessarily
abrupt tone of a briefer epistle might con-
vey It is much pleasanter for all con-
cerned when the- editor gives one sufficient
space to dub one’s opponent’s statements
“lerminological inexactitudes’” instead of
dmed lies.”?

It must not be assumed fyom the [ore-
going that L deny brevity its full share
of merit.  Brevity is something more
than the soul of wit; there are times and
circumstances when it rises to an exalted
place ameng the virtues, and others in
which it represents the highest form of
wisdom.. ‘‘Git!” sdid the Yankee houge-
holder, as he rammed his revolver in the
fuce of the burglar,
the burglar=and “'got.” Now this con-
versation was - quite complete; to have
enlarged it would have been *‘wasteful
and ridiculous excess.””  In business and
official circles brevity is esteemed a vir-
tae; the rule is to decide what you want
to say and then say it in as few wards as
will cover the ground. FEven in domestic,
or family, cortespondence that rule mair
be employed with advantage, as witness
the epistolary interchange between John
Bteel and his mother: “Dear Mother,—
I'm in quod.—Yours, John Steel.” Now
that note, brief as it was, fully subserved
its purpose. It conveyed the fact of
recent misforiune, his then present deten-
tion and whereabouts, and a delicate in-
timation that some form of assistance—
probably pecuniary—was expected and
would be appreciated.  Had he filled
quires he could have said no more. The
virtue of ‘John's brevity had its reward—
as virtue always does, according to the
picture show and the penny noveletts

Yet, strip the works of, say, |

““You bet!”’ replied-

Promptly came the equally brief answer:
“Tear HSon,—So em IL—Yours, Mary
Steel.”  Like John's own, her few preg-
nant words told all that she wished to
tell or that he desired to know. Sbhe
had received his letter; she evidently de-
plored his plight, but, being also wnfor-
tanate, it was not in her power tu
assit him in apy way, etc It s
such instances as this which compel one

cte.

verbal frugality.

KINGS AND PRINCES I HAYE MET.
PRINCE PASCO,

In this Prince we have one of the most
bewildering and baffling cases of dual per-
sonality yet recorded in the anuals of
science.  Like Dr Jekyll and Mr Hide,
he not only undergoes frequent changes
in physical appearance, but his name also
varies in correspondence.  Sometimes
he is very dark, and has thwee days
stubble on his face, and looks at you as
though he didn’t think much of you, and
would like Lo go to sleep again, anyway.
On these occasions vou must mind your
p’s and q's, and address him as “‘Ange.”
At others he is distinctly taller and faiver,
with a clean shave and a friendly, if
somewhal supercilions smile, and a habit
of overloading the cash register with
shekels. 'Then, if you would avoid ofi-
ence, you must call him  “Joe’~-with
just the proper dash of respect in your
tone and manrer. Sometimes his changes

of beer as *‘Ange,”” you are startled to
find thal it is as “Joe” that he drinks it.

Karly in life His Highness developed
an interest in commercial affairs, and to-
day he may be regarded as owr foremost
oollestor of and dealer ju curios. He
has his own fleet of ships, which day and
night scour the briny deep in search of
treasure for him. Not diamonds or
rubies, bric-a-brac, works of Art, or other
things of fthat kind: these are trash to
him, He flies at higher game; such rare
and priceless things as groper, flounders,
blue cod, oysters, ete.  Also mutton
birds—which, for rarity and price, rank
today with the bird-of-paradise. Incred-
ible as it may appear to the present gene.
»alion, there was a time when these
things were so plentiful and cheap -that
pecple—even the working classes---used to
cat them. In fact, at the risk of being
branded as an untruslworthy exaggevator,
I will go so far as to say that they form-
ed quite a common article of diet in Ged’s
Own Country.

I can bring proof of this if desired.
To-day, as veu all know, that man is con-
sidered fortunate indeed, who can satiord
a stuffed mullet for the show case on his
mantelpiece, while, if he has a life-sized

ostentation. As for eating them—well,
we would as goon think of eating angels.
Bic transit gloria mundi et Friday, Im-
pellod by my usnal unsatiable thirst for
knowledge I recently waited on His High-
ness to learn from him, if possible, the
why and wherelore of the présent dis-
agreeahle thustess of things in his parti-
cular domain. Receiving no response to
my repeated knocks, I at length boldly
opened the deor and entered—to find my-
self once in the Prince’s beautiful
marble Jined museum and art -treasury,
in which were lavishly dispfayed soles,
trevalli; trumpeter, and many other evid-
ences of the Prince’s vast wealih. The
Prince himself stood gazing at the lutest
additicn to his wonderful collection— a
lovely, fab, three foot groper-—with the
same expression of rapturous exultation
a8 we may imagine on the face of a
Ruskin discovering a rare gem from the
brushk of a Raphael or a Carpaccio. I then
understood why my knocking had been
unnoticed. I waited awhile, out of re-
spect for his evident artistic temperament,
and then gently coughed, to attract his
attention. He turned quickly at the sound
and, apoligising for his seeming dis-
courtesy, demanded io know what the
devil-I wanted. I replied, with becom-
ing respect, that, in the interests of the
general public and my own attennated
stomach, 1.desired to learn why it was
that fish prices persisted in smashing wie
altitude records of even cur most daring
airmen. He explained that it was chiefly
due to the increased price of worms, I
could not accept this explanation as suf-
ficient, angd pointed cut that the weekly
market reports had not yet shown, so fay
as I knew, any phenomenal inflation 1n
worm valwes. He then admitted thal
there were other factors in operation—
such as the price of fish-hooks, ete, 1
was still far from satisfied, which ke, no
doubt, perceived, for he added hastily,
as a sort of afterthought, ‘“‘Rockefeller.”
I was mystified, until he explained that it
was throngh that arch-scoundrel that

at
at

petrol  was 80 expensive, - This
scemed  more satisfactory, though 1
must  eonfess that I had hitherto
been  ignorant of the valye of
benzine or gistillate sa part of the dietary
A fisheq

| .

to acknowledge the value at times of

are so swift that if vou offer him a glass-

groper there he is held guilty of vulgar,

Becing that the Prince was wearying
of questions I prepared to w1thdra}v. I
waa loth te depart, however, withoat
some memento of my visit, so taking oub
my bloated wallet T asked to be supplied
with one of his piseine curious. He look-
ed with contempt on the temnner 1 laid
before him, and asked me if I would have
an ovster or a whitebait. I said I would
pre&:r a whitebait, provided the Prince
would condescend to open and clean it
and otherwise prepare it for mounting.
This he kindly did, and to-day that
whitebait, framed and glazed, is cherish-
ed by my wife as the rarest and most
precioss of her drawing-room treasures.

SCIENCE NOTES.

Before the war the knowledge of the
average man with rvegard to poisen gases
was uot an extensive one. Poisons were
associated in his mind with the chemist’s
shop, ‘the exterinination of rats,-a post-
morteny, or with & wmurder case. Prussic
acid was the lest known. The young
man blighted in love raised the phial of
this accursed drug to his lips, and so
deadly was its vupour that he passed
over, as the Spiritualists say, ere his lips
come in contact with the liguid

The only peison gas cemmonly known
was the domestic sort, which certainly
had a detrimental effect on the system
whea (in absence of a lighted taper) it
was turned fall on in & badly ventilaled
Toom.

But ihe war has chauged all this.. fhe
Germans made use of peisen gases ag &
weapon of war, the Allies retaliuted, and
@ new art of warfabe, the science of gas-
sing, come into Leing, To Dr Haber, "whose
koen yas 1 for him the Nobel

wott 4]
Prize in Chcmisiry of lact yesr, much of
the development of this art is 1o be as-
cribed. ’ i

The first use of poison-gas in warfare
was miade in April 1916, The gas used
was chlorine.  This gas was liquefied be-
bhind the lide in large heavy cylinders.
These were carried into position by per-
spiring Teuions. and disposed at regular
intervals along the line. At a given sig-
nal, on a day of favouratle wind, tne gas
was released gmong our men. The result
we knew. There was great indignation
at home, because this act was clearly and
blatantly . at variance with the terms of
the- Hague Convention, but in France
among our men there was even greater
anger. FEmergency respirators of a kind
were rapidiy improvised, hut many theus.
andy ¢f our men were killed by tho gas,
ard many of the survivors sufiered most
terrible agonies. These first respivators
were merely pads of material tied round
the maouth, not unlike what a Dickensian
character might wear if he were suffering
from a sore throat or a badly stopped
tooth on @ cold day. They were more
effective when moistened, Lut they were
not a stricing saccess. ’

We ourselves began to use gas in Sep-
tember 1915, It was a great secret, and
it was so well kept that the first intima-
tion many of us had of our intention to
use gas cume from these at home who
were serving their country by making it.
About this {ime many artillery units
found themselves digging numerous small
dug-outs in the front Hune, just suffi-
clently large o accommeodate ‘‘a general
and one staff officer.” Most units set to
work without putting any but a literal
interpretation ‘on  this, somewhat extra-
ordinary order. These dug-outs were for
the accommodation of our cylinders of
chlorine. ’

At the same time ihere appeared a new
brand of brothers in the Corps of Royal
Coloured”Corporals, partly because of the
Engineers. They were nicknamed the
armlst of many colours which they wore,
and partly because the lowest rank in the
company was that of corporal. These
men were for the most part escellent
chemists in private life, but in war their
duty was to handle the heavy cylinders
of chlorine (famifiarly termeq Rodger),
and to release the gas at the required mo.
ment. Many an infantryman or gunner
watching these men, felt glad that at
school chemistry had not been in the cur-
riculum.

But the use of cylinders of poison gas
Was open to many objections. The cy-
linders were npt only very cambersome,
but they were extremely vuluerable,
(They went off when struck by an enemy
shell, even though ihey weren’t manu-
fectured for that purpose). In addition the
opportune discharge of gas depended on
the slope of the country in front of the
front line, nd on.the shape of tho iren-
ches and on the direction and velocity of
the wind. Even ‘then, after much pal-
aver over the ’'phone, and the alieration
of the zeto hour because of ‘“‘conditions”
the discharged gas not infrequently did
some harm to our own troops as they
went over to the attack. :

In consequence ghell and trench-mortar
bombs, and even hand-grenadey were fill-
ed with poison, and then fired into the

‘would imagine that the

enemy’s midst, T}
and 50 long as th 288 hag pg back

ey fel] o 5 ey
the chosen spot they “’61'3 };?mn)m“'y :i
For success in atbackiy e

of.the most, important thingg .. Bas, un..
tain 3 high concentratioy ogi t‘}v:“ 1o ma:
the air around, Qpe part of ev
thousand of air whey mm’:. ny
considered a high conceut’ation]md iy
de.ed one part in ten thousanq Ml
Polson  gases was quite effect et
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Bolggy i

With g,

densg,

engey

the more deadly it woulq be, ?tlho:h:h.g“
Iy

being equal because ;
trenches anti in shell-h:jes ‘:;!0;1‘14 l y
were; but it must Le rememb: il
all poison gases soon became ve .rpd.t
by the air around, ang the ? d.]iu
the mixtare, therefore, after o ﬁmqm
not be very different from that.m‘?c<m
self. .
What did the scieniific o,
warfare consider to be the
features of .a gas? Firgt
with which the necessay 1 \
ties of the gas could beymaagege\;[:m
convenienco with which it could,b‘@ b .
ported; secondly, the effect of th o
when itthaled by the soldier, apg l.h: '
culty the other side might hage in h
viding adequate protection Againg, if.p
The best known of the gases ng
chlorine, phosgene, mustarq o o
chloropicrin, but many mors, des‘cri
by long chemical formulae ang eveq | .
er chemical names, were ysed by ,
sides. The element of SUrprise 1;:13 ]
important tactical point, and i W cun
sidered clever to send over z ney o ,,
which the other side wag ignorans, ,:
against which they had pl'O\’ided’ﬂ;
soldiers with no protection,
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Chlorine, as everyone knows wh he
inhaled it, even in small doses, has 5 gy
irritating effect on the throat and g
It is, however, a simple and honest, ;;;
son.  You may see it coming, and g
avoid it. Further, cither-you got i
you don’t get it. With phosgene, o th
other hand, you are never Quite
where you are. Although its effes §
less irritating than chlciine, it has 3 ds
layed physiclogical action. It may }
breathed apparently with impunily by
the trouble comes later. :

Chloropicrin. was one of lhe diief Jach
rymators or wecping gases, and was used
eflectively, even ai a. concentration of ond
part in a million, wyainst troops doing
any work in which weeping rakber inte
fered with things. Mustard g was o
irritant which even in very smil a
ounts had a very inflammatory efiet
the skin, the more insidious becaus
was not immediate. It produced s
sores at the parts affected, notably o kg
eyes, leading to many cases of pemued
blinduess, and to an enormous nme i)
cases of temporary blinduess.

These .are the best known, bt e &
vitating «nd more deadly gases were beilf|
experimented Wwith towards theendof b
tilitics, It is rather curious tha prosl
acid, which is associated in must minds
with sudden death, was used so fitlls
The reason for this is that, except in Jarge
concentration, its effect is very mid. Al
it iy a very simple gas to secwe Pro
tection from with a respirator.

The first respirator issued to our tretps
after the original mouth-pad hal bea
superseded, consisted of a flannel belned
with mica eyepicces, which was pul
over the head and tucked in under 0
collar. Impregnated in the flanne wab ¥
solution of “hypo” and other materia
for absorbing the chlorine, Laler pe
terng of this type wers provided with
glass windows for the eyes, &nd & rubet
valve for exhaling the breathed air At
a time a box respirator was introduced;
and this completely superseded tbe be
met type. This respirator consisted ?f
small box filled with granules of specill]
prepared charcoal, which was gu.}ranf»é‘
to absorb nearly every kind of poison §¥
known. It was connceted with ?-lw piect
‘that covered the face by & flexible 1 A
ber tube, A clip gripped the no% tbn'l
most convincing manner. The I awl
in and out was done through the ®
by means of suitable valves.

It was a sample device,
cnough, and everyone who Wi’ "
had the pleasure of drilling ¥ ™

. insh mos
gave complete protection agd e b
the poison gases used, and when * o
coal deteriorated it could be &%
placed. o Y

It is the opinion of 2 sped wgciation
lnst meeting of the Britis mnb
that poison-gas warfare is nob 0 b]é
as it is commonly supposed Egmwhumﬂ

cortll"”"able
n le\t‘

argument was, that grant
beings must die or suffer 80
objects may be gained, thet of P
may be abtained by the ut) ermat
gas with less loss of life ”‘“d]; b
injury than by the employmé’

at m]]lw

explosives. o
xsv" agree, but we hope that this

i 4 for ever
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