
ISPLENDID

I

SHOWING
of

h'lGH-CLASS FURNIiyRE
at the

EXCHANCE MART.

Wo liave a Large Stock of

IFirst

Grade Furniture m our
SIIOWROOMS and our prices
are the Lowes* in Town.

GET QUOTATIONS FROM
US TO-DAY.

Everything Necessary for Set-
ting up House, and at Cut
Prices.

The Leading Insurance Firm,
Offices : Briscve's Buildings,

MCI(AY .EROS.
AUCTI0NEER8 AND LAND

AGENTS
EXCHANGE MART.
INVERCARGILL.

Box- 17. 'Phone — 15.

Telephone—862.

THE PRAM AND CYCLE SIIOP,

122 DEE STREET.

pRAME, PUSH CARTS, PUSHJ CHAIRS.
The best selection in Invercargill to

choose from.

BICYCLES, TYRES. AND ALL CYCLE
SUNDRIES

We have just opened up a fme assortment
of SUIT CASES—20in, 22in, 24in,
26in. The price is riglu. Get oue for
the holiday season.

U.EPAIRS.—We don't reapir motor cars
nor motor cycles, but we can and do
repair Prams andw Bicycles, AND
WE DO IT WELL.
If your Pram or Bike is beyond repair
we will sell you a new one. THAT'S
FAIR.

Thomas Bird,
122 DEE STREET.

SPENO THAT £50 TO THE

BEST A0VAHTA0E.

T)Y spenc^jng a pound here and a pound
there you cannot bny tp the best ad-

vantage.

Make out a lis.t and buy from the ONE
reliable firm,

VERNON SMiTH & 00.

ATHENAEUM BUILDINGS,

INVERCARGILL.

Our stocks ■ include Ilousehold Iron-

mongery, Glassware, Cutlery, Tools for all
trades—in fact everything in the house-
hold line.

REGRET THAT

SHORTAGE OF SUOAR

PREVENTS U S , FROM FULLY SUP-

PLYING THE DEMAND FOR* OUR

CAKES.

WE OONTINUE TO OFFER THE

BEST

VALUE AND VARIETY

OF

SCONES, BUNS, PIKELETS, AND

FANCY BREAD.

A. G. MILLARS LTD.

PROFESSIONAL-

W. Macalister, B.A. , LL.B. ; S. Morell

Macalister, LL.B. ; Horace J. Macalister,

LL.B. ; Alan B. Macalister.
MACALISTER BROS.,
Barristers and Sohcitors,
INVERCARGILL.

Money to Lend on approve^ security at
current rates.

Tjl G. HALL JONES, B.A., LL.B. (late
•
Rattray, Armstead and Murray,

and

late James HarVey).
P.O. Box 48. Telephone 36.

RATTRAY & HALL- JONES,
BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS,
ESK STREET, INVERCARGILL, N.Z.

MR
CHARLES DUERDEN, Pianist,
is open for engagement at Private

Parties, Danccs, Socials, etc.

FULL ORCHESTRA SUPPLIED.

) Address
—

25 Princess Street, Georgetown,
Invercargill.

j^RIC
M RUSSELL, SOLICITOR,

Hallenstein's Buildings,
ESK STREET,

INVERCARGILL.

Money to lend on freehold security.

DTOUT & LI1LICRAP,
^ SOLICITORS,

Esk street

MONEY TO LEND
On Freehold Security at Current Rates

of Interest.

Jj-EDDELI
& H'JWAT.

BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS,
72 ESK ST. (Opp. Tirnes Office),
INVERCARGILL.

Money to Lend on approved
security at current rates. Solicitora
under Discharged Soldiers' Settlement
Aet..

"The Digger."

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 1, 1920.

THE R.S.A.

General Russell's speech at the annual
re-union of retumed Soldiers at Master-
tion will provide food for thought for
all retumed men throughout the Domin-
ion. The' speech was temperate, and
characterised hy a clearness- of vision
which cannot fail to arrest the attention
of every thoughtful man a.nd woman whio
pays any attention to the welfare of th?s
Dominion. We are living in an age when
phrases such as "principles- of Democ-
racy," "Government for and hy the
people," have become synonomous with
camouflage and hypocrisy. When Lloyd
George declared in 1914 "That the war
has raised us to an elevation where wa
can see the things that matter for a na
tion," we belived it, but how soon did we
for.get ? Any one who has followed the

activities of General Russell since his re-
turn from the front will readiiy perceive
that the present day politieal activity ofsham and humbug is alien to his charac-
ter. As the General has stated in 1ns
speech, that .the work of the R.S.A. is
necessarily growing less, it is evident
that some macliinery should be created
which will aet as a union among retumed
men for r.ll fime. Even if the R.S.A.
went out of existence to-morrow, it is
highly desirable that w,e should have the
reqyisiie machinery ■

wherebv-
the com-

radesbip attained in war may be per-
petuated in p ace. Retumed soldiers
must- take an active part m every sphereof hfe within this Dominion, and as the
General states, "there must be a real
. desiie foi peace and tolerance.

'*
Soldiers

have learnt the lesson of selfishness and
self-sacrifice. They have been brought
face to face with "reality," and these
valuable lessons must never be lost sightof amongst the present day hypocritical
activities as associated witli the Domin
ion s politieal life. Possibly the
majority of soldiers will agree that after
the work of the R.S.A. has been practic-
ally completed it would make an effective
.piece of politieal machinery. So far, very

few soldiers have taken part in politics,
but they coiud do much in that direc-

tion. They have a clearer view of what
'S

right and wrong for a world seething
with diseontent. It is true that there
must be discipline in life. The suceesses
at the fropt were won by ohedience and
it must be so in civilian life. V\ e must
stand for law and order, and lose no op-
portunity of directing our services in the
interests of the country. It is timo the
old order changed and yielded place to
the new, and a step in the right direction
would be a "New Zealand Party" with
General Russell as leader.

DIGGERS' LETTER BOX.

THE .CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS
. SOUTHLAND ELECTRIC POWER
BOARD.

Sir and Gentlemen,—At your. last meet

ing there was quite a t-endency to be more
'

critical than in the past amongst members
of the Board, and we believe that in the
future there will be a greater expression
of opinion. There is still room for im-
provement and we want to refer to a pre.
vious meeting. At this meeting two mem
bers of the Board were remark'able for
their quietness. At lunch time these
two members had enough to say to meet
the whole requirements of the Board.
The fact that these members were so sil-
ent during important considerations by
the Board does not- appeal to us. It takes
men of courage to freely express them-
selves in what they believe to Le right.
Further it is only fair to the_ Chairman
an d in the interests of efficiency that
there should/ be critieism at the meetings
of the Board. And now, Mr Chairman,
we wish to draw your attention to the
manner in which you introduced our ap-
plication to see the Board's minutos.
When we wrote to the Board, our ob-
ject was to be courteous, and your re-
mark that "the Editor of "The Digger'
could not have _the right to se© the minu-
tes in his capacity as editor," was at
least out of place, and we assure you
that we are as fully aware of the. pro-
visions of ' Section 33, Sub-Section 4, as
the Auditor-G enaral is of Section 34, both
of which are quoted for public informa-
tion :
Section 33, Sub-Section 4.— The minute-
hook of the Board shall be kept in the
office of the Board, and shall be open
for in.spection, without fee, during all
officc hours, hy any member of the
Board or by any creditor or elector of
the district.
Section 34.—The Board may, out of its
funds, pay to membcrg such reasonable
remuneration for their services and tra-
velling expenses as may be prescribed.
The receipt of any payment under this
section shall not constitute a cause of
forfeiture of office under section fifteen
hereof.
Ret'arding the question of legal expenses,
we think that there is no reason why the
Board should go into committee on this.
matter. Every time it comes before the
Board it is immediately passed into com
mittee, and it is time so much committee
work was dispensed with. Legal expenses
have to be paid, arfd the item must be
shown on the balanee-sheet. Legal ex
penses in connection with the scheme up
to the 31st March, 1920, is £648 14s 8d,
as shown on the balance-sheet, and the
remaining items of £380 and one hundred
guineas must be shown also, and there
is nothing to be gained hy considering
negotiations in committee. At .this stage
we would point out that the above m-
formation was not dealt with in committee
The question of amending the Act seems
to be a very simple matter, and it seems
as easy to effect this as for a debatmg
society to alter its rules. This is the
second time the Act has been amended
(if this Bill goes through) and this
6eing necessary in the early stages of the
scheme, we may reasonably wonder wliat
woill happen as the scheme advances a.nd
fresh difficulties arise. Further, these
amendments incur heavy legal expenses.
Readers of this correspondence wTil re-
member that in a previous issue we
stated that the Board existed as a piece
of machinery to satisfy Legislative re
quirements." In our last issue we took
exception to the Chairman letting a con-
tract which the Board had decided should
be advertised again. This tender was
£1300 above the Engineer's estimate, and
within an hour after the Board meetingit was signed up at the Engineer's esti
mate. The Chairman has explained to us
that apart from being Chairman of the
Board he is also managing director and
thus considers his action justifiable. In
the face of this it is possibly true. Now,the plain facts are that if the Chairman
in hig capacity of managing director can
veto a decision of the Board, where does
the Board come in? Of what use are
they, except to pass accounts, peruse cor
respondence and so forth. Really, Gen
tlemen, it isn't worth a guinea a da.y and
expenses. -In other words "the Board

is a piece of machinery to satisfy Legisla

tive requirements.
' '
Tlien there is the re-

lationship of the Construction D.epart-
ment and the Board's executive officer,

however, as the Chairman is already try-

ing to adjust matters we
refrain Irom

comment in the meantime. Likewise the

question of finance.
—Editor Digger.

AN OPEN LETTER TO THE MlNIS-

TER OE LANDS.

Sir,— Since you have oScupied the posi-
tion of Minister ot Lands it- may safely
he said that the only time we have had

an exhibition of your candour was when

you stated that the operation of
the Dis

charged Soldiers Settlement Act was
a

failure. We have noticed through the

press that you are "discouraging"
the

purchase «of houses under the provisions
of the act. In view of the fact that you
have made no statement about rencieriAg
certain provisiohs of the Act ineffective,
we would like some explanation of the

circular which has been sent to the Land

Boards, the details of whicn have not

yet appeared in the daily press; And

you still use the word "discouraging.
'

This circular provideg that no advances
be made for houses except in very special
circumstances. We are all aware of what

"special circumstances" mean when ut-
tered hy a Cabinet Minister. Mortgages
are not to be discharged unless rate of
interest paid by the soldiers is exorbitant.
Soldiers cannot get farms under your
latest instructions. It would look must
better if you made a definite statement
and let retumed men . know wnere

they

stand. At the previous suspension of the
Act, the soldiers complained and to
smooth things over you advised Land
Boards to stack the applieations in their
office. In thig c-ase they are being stack-
ed in Wellington. Soldiers are still tour-

ing the country in search of farms and
these instructions should he made public,
and not a secret communication to the
Board. We have at least forstafled you in
this case and think it would be much
nicer for a Cabinet Minister to be candid
enough to make it public. —Ed. "Digger."

(To the Editor.)

Sir, —There is one aspect of the Electri.
fication Scheme which has not yet been
discussed. The Povver Board intends to
take over the Invercargill Power plant
and I think I saw it mentioned somewhere
that they expected to do this for about
£40,000. I believe this plant has cost
Invercargill ratepayers mere than double
the above amount. Invercargill has not
got a true representative in Mr Rodger
for the scheme must come first with him.
It therefore behoves the ratepayers to
wake up our city fathers, so that when
the time comes for negotiations we will
get the full value of our plant. This
should be based on replacement. cost
aiid not on the actual cost. No agreement
to hand over the plant should be made
until the Monowai scheme is actualiy
completed and the true cost of the current
ascertained. It may he that we can gene-
rate as cheaply as the liydro scheme. It
should be remembered tfiat even if we
sell the Power Station we will not get
the whole of the capital back. It will
be necessary tb transform the high press-
ure current from the Waikiwi station
down to the town pressure and this will
necessitate a costly plant. The charges
on this plant will have to be added to
the cost price of the current at the Wai
kiwi- station. Then again the question
will arise as to the advisability of sell-
ing a town reserve to an outside corpora-
tion. Although vbgkq currentcmfwy pp
tion. Altogether there are quite a crop
of interesting points to be discussed be-
for e we hand ourselves over to the Board

j
and I trust the whole matter will be ven-

j
tilated in the columns of "The Digger"
as it seems to be the only live paper in
electrical matters. —I am. et-c..

RATEPAYER.

(To the Editor.)

Sir,—Having challenged Scotch Terrier
two weeks' ago, I was disappointed to
read you were not stake holders, but at
the same time I fully expected to see
Scotch 'Terrier" come up to scratch and
prove his published remarks about me 'and
my dogs, but as it stands it seems as
tliough he is not the sport and critic he
publishes himself to be, namely "Scotch
Terrier." In. my opinion he has used
the wrong nom-de-plume, because the
Scotcn terrier like the Irish terrier for
gameness will usually stand up to any-
thing twice its size. As he is now satis-
fied that his statements were an injus-tice to me, I trust he will show his man-
liness by apologising through your valuable paper in which ycn have allowedme to correct the already published state
ments made by "Scotch Terrier." I leave
it to your readers to sum up the past. —I am, etc.,

J. DOE.

» In The
DigggjU

.
'

jare sopae interesting letkrs > >k|week s and those he!d . oth in tiweek's issue. In yom,
°xer
irou S

respondence imder your I
J question which form v H I'
pondenee began "DogJ® ?' »,1have taken, when you seem shojB
stopped by a quotation usM !Uam Grookes "To 8top sh

^ M
search that bids fair to wij *¥ 1
knowledge is to brin,
to science." Sir William jL

'

short even though he Wa
'
not 4cl

ravel the tangled skein ,0
1

and was deceived, when
acting as medium in Sir

?

atorjr to demonstrate full ,

festation m Spiritualism \vl
King appeared, Sir Wil"liam KlI

'

says, Katie wa5 a head talW l ^9Cook and a big . woman in

U'n

I

::f°" :n
«• "Hf t»

Jacqiiea right b, rapfIji
1 !

to a„ alarraing eIlnu
performances, showiiw that l 1 Wseances are frauds, some are ^ Jany one accuse Sir William

S0'

accomplice in the deception » • W

the deceived, neither was Miss f M
doceiver, but sha fcing p„* '■
evil spint was used to deceive SiIlam because he had disoW, ,

' '
'«

tio., not to after 1
the aead. That quotation »
existm.g t-hing perishes but onlv t '

form." When we cease to I

stop to take rn energy and Iof energy we deeompose. Wouldq !M
'

let me know what he understai W Mspiration?; and what he would mM '

sufficient proof that the Bible a, it ■ 1

given in the original langnage ^ t| 1

mspired word of God?; and I ,fll M '

him that proof. The party who ;J
Britanma, I consider, Was inspirJI am, etc., |

GAVIN BRIGHTON.

MATAURA ISLAND NOTES.

The fine weather of last week broJ
on M onday afternoon, when a steady ralset in and contmued throughout tlil
night.
The County C'ouncil have dumped
ra] large concrete pipes at n culver t oi
the Titiroa-Mataura Island road, and fl
is to be hoped the smiaceman will eil
deatour to renew this danga-ons culvwl
before an accident occurs.
The Island facto.ry ig in iull sivin^H
once more, and by all appearances skoul^B
have a record season. Qwing to the iiig'H
price of butter-fat ihe fanners have kenl
tempted to milk a few extra covvs thal
season. Messrs Duthie Bros. of (iiel
"Bend" have increased their herdiiom®H
t-o 100, while many others are milkingH
froin 50 up to 120 cows. j
Several sporting parties visited the MaA
taura river duririg the week, when some
good catches of whitebait were seeuerd,
A card tournament, Top v. Bottom o
the Island, was pkyed during the week
resulting in a win for the former kam.

*

Attention is drawn to the advertisemeii
of Mr J. E. Coomer which appears il

these columns. Mr Coomer conductj hi

agencies under unique circumstances
a

indicated at a recent meeting oi the Ei

pa-triation Board. The advertiser
is

discharged soldier who has been in
be

for over 40 weeks, and will be unablet

get up for some considerable t.me.
understand he has a telephone installed
his hed-side and through this agencJ

working up his business.
Chairmai

of the Repatriation Board (Mr W.
f onlf

son.) expressed appreciation
of Mr

er's determination to make go
would be of valuable assistance to

a «

scrving case if business men who
tal

the lines advertised would get "do
ou

with him. ...
Attention is direcied to the 8°

( ^

ment appearing in these colui""8
0

Fraser who is at present making

ality of the erection of soW'ff"
ials. Plans and a variety o ,

c0II1.|

be obtained, and the work

pleted will speak for itself.
t
^

has completed a niemorial at

has now under construcfiu" ^
| Otautau,

Waikaka

and.InVfp2'caii^

Sugsrestions for memonalg
aJ

ar!

f„. obtained. The .dvertiMm®'
'»»

on Leader psge. teen a

At the termination of wha
'

^ ^

very successful footbaH scaS°^'
time players have decide yn-lon a»l
players along with the R"g

1
^ j0
be

Referees' Association at a ^ ^

held on October 11th, at • fgfli

old-time players who are
i

Uf

in with the arrangement
ea
abiet

kets at 15s each. Any w
0
^ ^
H-

attend may send a
con ri

c0ir,jcunI'

sist in defraying expenses. ^ ^
pd

cations to be sent t°

street, Invercargill


