
Children's Column.

:.I ATER'S LETTER BOX.

Mater invites children to send in stories
for this column, or correspondence which
will be replied to thi'ough these columns.
All matter to be clearly written in ink.
and oue one side of tbe paper only. Naine,
age, and address, must.be always given,
and correspondence directed to "Mater,"'
care of Editor, "The Digger," "^ox 310,
Invercargill.

THE GIPSY GIRL.

(Gontinued).

(By Alice Rhodes).

"I am just going for a walk witli Helen
before it is time for the evening perform-
ance," Dorothy said quietly.
"\ou are going to do nothing of the
kind," said Mrs Crewe. "You are going
to coine home witli me, and I will find
something better for you to do."
"Won't you excuse Dorothy this once,
Mrs Crewe?" pleadgd Helen. "Could she
not come and have tea with aunty and me?
I should love her to come."
"No( I will not allow her to go to
anybody's house to tea," Mrs Crewe said,
then turning to Dorothy ghe added,
"Come along and help me with the work
in the caravan."
So Dorothy had to leave her friend and
return to her home with her stepmother.
Mrs Crewe set her to work at once to
wash the floor of the caravan. Unfortun-
ately Dorothy upset the bucket of water
all over the floor, and was made to mop
it up while her stepmother stood over
with a stick in her hand. When ..ve
o'clock came round Dorothy felt very t-ired
for her stepmother had made her work
hard all th.e afternoon. She could not
appeal to her father, for he was afraid
of his wife, and Dorothy felt very loneiy
and sad.
When everybody was asleep that night
Dorothy dressed herself quietly. She
wrote a little note to her father telling
him how sad she was at leaving him,
but that she could bear this life no longer.
Sh,e then undid the latcli of the door and

crept softly down the steps of the caravan.
Once outside she slipped 011 her shoes and
ran as fast as she could go. She stoppecT
at an old elm tree, and drppped a note in
for Helen. This tree was a secret hiding
place between Dorothy and Helen,. and
they often put letters there for each other.
The next 9day when Dorothy's disap-
pearance was discovered a search party
was sent out, but they could not find her.
When at last Helen found the note'
Dorothy had left she wept over it, for she
had learned to love; Dorothy dearly.
Many years later when Helen was about
twenty years of age a lady called to see
her, who would not give her name. She
was shown into the drawing-room, where
she waited for Helen to come.
"Don't you know me, clear?" said
Dorothy, as Helen entered the room. She
had called to see her friend^ for she had
not forgotten her, although it was such
a long time since she went away.
"Is it really you, Dorothy? I thought I
should never see you again," exclaimed
Helen. "I was very sad when you had
gone. Oh, it is good to see you, and now
tell me what you have been doing all this
time, I am so eager to know."
Dorothy told her that she had become
a professional singer. After she had
left the old elm tree she, had wana,ered
on and on until at last she had fainted
with fatigue and liunger. A kindly old
man who happened to be passing saw her
and carried her to his home, where his
wife took care of her, and finally adopted
her.
One day .she was playing over the music
of one ?f her favourite songs on the piano,
when sh.e bega-n to sing. Her foster father
was delighted with her beautiful deep
voice. and said she must certainly have it
trained.
Dorothy worked hard, and became an
enthusiastic student. She passed many
examinations, and at last was allowed to
sing in public. When the people heard
her, her success Was established, and she
soon became a gr.eat public favourite.

O Fate! let me glide on a sundit tide,
To the land where no grief may get !
Bear me, I crave! on an opal wave,
To the kingdom of Let-Us-Forget !
Where the cascades i flow 'neath a

tropical glow, *
In an equable temperature ;
And glad hearts know the blessiugs they
owe
To Woods' Great Peppermint Cure.

The Home.

TO PICKLE HAMS.

This recipe for the curing of hams with
a flavour of garlic has been given
before, but as it has been asked for again
i here it is : And if the taste of garlic is

approved, the writer thinkg no hams can
be better than those cured with it. Chop
less than a quarter of a pound of garlic
fine, take two ounces of salt-petre, half
an ounce of sal-prunella, and one pound
of coarse brown sugar or treacle. Mix
with ag mucli salt as you deem sufficient,
a pound or rather more. Rub the pickle
well into the hams every day, then turn
them in the pickle for a month, pouring
it over them. It is sufficient for two
hams weighing about twelve or fourteen
pounds each. One bulb of garlic will
probably be sufficient for a ham. When
removed from the pickle send the hams to
be smoked ; or smoke essence may be
brushed over them, about a tablespoonful
is sufficient to give a shght smoky flavour.
Garlic may be disliked, in that case it
would be omitted and the pickle used
without it.

—An other Way. —

Another good pickle for a ham weigh
ing about sixteen pounds consists of one
pound common salt, one pound treacle, or
coarse sugar, one ounce of bag salt, half a
pound of sal-prunella, and an ounce of
black pepper. Rub this well into the
ham for six weeks., Hard rubbing is
most essential, or the salt will not pene-
trate as it should( and in very frosty
weather neither will the meat. take salt.

SAVlNG GAS MANTLES.

We know that gas mantles are very
brittle articles to deal with, only with
care can they be made to last a reason-
able time. Soak them in vine-
gar before use, Put a long
hat-pin through the little loop at the
top and dip the rnantle in a jar of vinegar
till well soaked. Lift out gently and
place across another jar to drip and dry
thoroughly. When absolutely dry, fix
it in its place, and burn off the stiffening
in the usual way. By this device the
mantle lastg twice as long, gives a clearer
light, and will stand a good breeze from
an open door. This method has been
found most successful in lengthening 'the
service of gas mantles. Indeed, it took a
prize for the best hint offered in a dom-
estic magazine.

TO TAKE BRUISES OUT OF
FURNITURE.

Wet the part with warm water; double
a piece of brown paper five or six times,
soak it, and lay it on the place; apply on
that a hot flat iron till the moisture is
evaporated. If the bruise be not gone,
repeat the process. Generally, after two
or three applications, the dent or bruise
is raised level with the surface. If the
bruise be very small, merely soak it with
warm water, and apply a red hot poker
near the surface; keep it constantly wet,
and in a few minutes the bruises will
disappear.

SCOTCH FLOUR SCONES.

Melt an ounce of butter, or substitute,
in a pint of hot milk, pour it over a pound
and a half of flour, stirring it quickly
till it becomes a stiff dough ; knead it
well, and roll out very thin. Cut into small
round cakes or scones and bake quickly
on a girdle for three or four minutes.
These scones eaten'with cold bacon give
a relish to it; spread with a good butter
substitute they are very good, honey or
marmalade likewise, but as these desirable
additions &re not always to be had as
they were before the war, the cakes are .
very good eating without either. They
take only a short time to make and to
bake; a fact that those who hj^ye to pre-
pare breakfast will not be slow to ap-
precij^te.

TO USE UP DRY CHEESE.

Peel and boil until soft a pound and a half
of ai'tiehokes and put them in a pie-dish ;
mix one and a half tablespoonfuls of flour
in half a pint of milk, to which add half
a breakfast cupful of grated dry cheese,
a small piece of margarine, salt and
cayenne to taste. Boil milk, etc., until
quite smooth (about five minutes), pour
it over the artichokes, scatter brown
br,ead crumbs 011 top, and bake in the
oven for a sh'ort time.

The New South Wales State Loan, of
three millions, will bear interest at the
rate of 5£ per cent., and will be payable
in four instalments, the first of which is
due on December V

WEDDING BELLS.

HEATCOTE —CUTHBERTSON.

On Wednesday, 23rd September, a great
company of residents of Wairio, Wood-
law, and surrounding districts assembled
at the home of Mrs and Mrs Alex. Cuth-
hertson, "Robin Hood," Woodlaw, to
celebrate the marriage of their eldest
daughter, Mary Elizabeth, to Mr Robert
Ileathcote, of Wairio (late No. 36864,
N.Z.R.B.), and son of the late Mr A.
H.eatchcote, for many years head teacher
of several Southlaud schools.
The bride, who was given away by her
father, wore a beautiful white silk dress,
with an overdress of white silk lace and
the usual a',eil and wreath, with shower
bouquet. The bride was attended to by
her sister Miss Cis Cuthbertson, who wore
a cream gorgette dress and navy blue hat
with roses. Mrs Cuthbertson, mother
of the bride, wore navy blue crepe-de-
chine. The bridegroom had for his
chief supporter Ifis brother, Mr Jas.
Heathcote of Invercargill. The bride-
groom's present to the bride was an ex-
quisitive pendant and chain, and to the
bridesmaid a gold brooch with beetle in
ametliysts and pearls, the bride presented
the bridegroom with a gold mounted
ribbon watch guard.
After the ceremony which was perform-
ed the Rev. A. McDonald, of Otautau
(who had married the bride's parents), tfTe
guests retired to a large marquee where
a bounteous repast was set out. After
the good thingg had been done full justice,
to and the cake tasted, a most interesting
speech wa^given by the Rev. A. McDon
ald, in which he gave a resume of his
work in the early days before the country
was divided into farms, he h'aving liad
charge of a large district up till a few
years ago.
In the evening a large ball was held
in Mr Geo. Bain's hall, Wairio,
at which over fifty couples took
part in the grand march, led off by
the newly married qouple, the bride wear.
ing her wedding gown. Songs were
sung during the evening by Miss M.
Forde, .Mr Strudwicke, Mr A Keen, and
Mr Faulkner, and all went well until the
early hours of the morning. Excelient
music was supplied by Egan and Stroud's
orchestra while Mr C. Spillane
carried out the duties of M.C. in his
usual capable manner.
The presents to the newly married
couple were both handsome and useful
and made a handsome show, together with
a large number of substanital cheques
received by them.
The happy couple left by next morn-
ing's express for Christchurch where the
honeymoon ig to be spent, the bride wear.
ing a navy blue costume, white silk blouse,
black crepe-de-chine hat with gloria rose.

THE ANCIENT BROTHERHOOD OF

LEAD SWINGERS.

(By W. A. Platt, in "Forethoughts.")

Our years of war have passed, and now
the executive committee of our brother-
hood has decided to make public for the
first time the doings of a society which,
from small beginnnings, has grown to an
incredible degree. We realise that we in-
cur some risk in making this dis-
closure; but pride in our great
achievement has banished caution.
This article will sery,e its purpose if it
convinces those who have not yet joined
the brotherhood how powerful is the
oi'ganisation with which they have to
deal, and how futile are their efforts to
check its progress. Early in the war,
when enthusiasm for battle was high, and
men preferred the gory bayonet to the
feathered bed, the faithful band who be
gan the movement almost despaired of
success. But now we number among
our members countless high officialsrand
officers in high command in Ewgland and
at the base camps. Wise men— they
have long realised the expediency and
profit of membership Tn the brotherhood,
and nothing would shake their resolution
to remain true to its principles. We have
worked long and cunningly to sow the
seeds of our faith anrong even the most
war-enthusiastic oi the a rnrv officers. Our
work has been crowned with quite in-
spiring success. We can boast with con-
fidence that we have the almost undivided
support of the rank and file. Almost
every man is a most loyal and energetic
lead swinger. dheir opportunitles arc not
so great; but their enthusiasm for the
cause fills the hearts of the executive
with pride.
The greatest menace to our progress is
the medical officer. For some reason,
though often willing to belong to the
brotherhood himself , he will suffer no other
to enjoy its privileges. -Ordinary devicesfail completely in his presence, his poweris great, and he has caused the executive
no little thought and anxiety. "The Psy-

chology of the M.O.,'"' a pamphlet written
by a high authority who has recently been
class,ed "C" at base, and is shortly to
return to New Zealand, will be iound
most illuminating. Several other publica-
tions have been issued, mostly in pamphlet
form. We recommend "Gas, its Sym-
ptoms and How to Produce Them," as a
most valuable booklet. Experience has
shown gas to be our most powerful friend,
|
and any man desiring an early return to

New Zealand, is advised to study it eare-
fully and to practice the exercises, par-
larly those dealing with the control of
the voice. A correspondence course has
been compiled on the art of swinging the
lead. It includes information given in
our pamphlets, and in addition a series of
test papers, each a severe cross-examina-
tion by an M.O., of a man suffering from
one of the common complaints. This
■should prove of great assistance
to nervous brethern, the only
stipulation made by -the executive
is that green envelopes only shall be used
by correspondents. Our most important
publication, "The Compleat Wangler,"
is still in the press. An appendix on
1 ermanent Positions in Base Camps,How to Obtain Them, and the Qualities
and Attainments Necessary," should be
of rnuch value. y

'

Our headquarters are naturally in
Irance where the need of our services is
greatest ; but from time to time encourag-
ing reports cqme to us of the doings of
members in England —at the hospitals and
camps there. It has recently been decided
to confer the "Grand Oi'der of the
Dodge upon fifteen stalwartg at Horn-
church.

BARLOW'S Ju'oilee Store "1
NEVER SAY DIE, BUT ALWAYS TRY

BARLOW'S JUBILEE TEA.

Owing to the rise, in Butter you will find it cheaper to u-e PI have a full range in glass and tins in 1, 2, 4, aria 7. fRY6pJ.ams'

Is the place to buy your GROCERIES —where you ret tha \cash. Established nearly a quarter of a century; still coin f TalllMcn I
your orders by post or 'phone, and you will receive them Wa 1on delivery. Pay cash and save booking charges. mPtly for I

DEE STREET, INVERCARGILL.

ADVERTSSERS! |

We guarantee the "Digger" to penetrate the whole of Southland Lak,
District, South Ota^o, and to a lesser degree, a few places beyond thi!
sphere, including as far north as £uck land. The destiny of the "Dias an eflective and efficient advertising medium is assured.

s^r'

We can tell you of a number who can testify to our claim and w9 sr9
always ready to discuss advertising with flrms who are desirous of reactin" 1the purcha^ng public.

5

Remember ONE advertisemejit in the "Digger" covers the whole field

We guarantee to have the larges t circulation of any weekly, south oi
TDunedin, and the largest circulation outside of the leading molning and
evening papers.

Failure to change your advertisement is failura to get effective service
and no fault of the "Digger."

1

JNVERCARGILL
MILK SUPPLY

Phone 55Cy. 53 Yarrow streat.

MILK MILK MILK
and and and
CREAM! CREAM! CREAM!
From the finest pastures in Southland.

Clean, pure, sweet, wholesome, and scion '

tificaily pasturisea.

A BOON FOR BABIES.

Our Motto: ■"Purity."

MILK MILK vrn.it
and and and
CREAM ! CREAM ! CREAM !

Invercargill Milk
Supply,

63 YARROW STREET.

v ~

C1MART WHITE VOILE BLOUSES IU 10/6, 11/6, 16/6, to 19/6.
WHITE SILK BLOUSES, 13/6 and 23/6.1
CREPE DE CHENE, in all coJours, fionil
35/6 to 65/-

m$$ BREY,
the PAiAMOUST,

ESK STREET.

TO
HOUSEWM'j

HAVE you
a Sewing Machine? If so,jthe greatest care should be bcJstowed on its upkeep ; especially does thil

apply to the method of oiling, and thlclass of oil used. A Sewing Machinj
may be ruined in a very short time wita

{)oor
oil, whereas the machine aiiouiqast a lifetime if properly maintained. 1

WEKA BRAND
SEWING MACHINE OIL,

is a pure mineral oil of the finest possihlal
quality, with only a faint taste awasmell. It can even be swallowed withoutj
any ill effects. It has more body than
any other Spindle or Machine Oil on the
market. Also the WEKA OIL.
WILL NOT MARK OR STAIN
the finest fabric, which is a distinct adj
vantage, as often ~ valuable garments

ara

practically ruined by oil stains. have

no hesitation in recommending tM 0"-|It is used throughout the largest Woollen
Mills in the Dominion, and is pronounce I

by experts to be better than anything t ieyi
have previously used.

Also on sale——

DUSTOL,
STONE OIL,
RAZOR STROP OIL,
LARISSA LEMON CREAM, 1
Etc., etc.

Each of these preparations carries
1

hall-mark of Perfection.

DUSTOL is a preparation for
^ 011

dusters for furniture, etc. -n,wecl
RAZOR STROP OIL has been P™ Qr.
with a special vieiv to keepwg
strop in perfect order, thus f'1-
reliable and keen-edged razoi.

( fhis ^
STONE OIL, The act.ont °i * oI

on a stone is to remove tn ^ ,

steel from the edge ot the , Q.

sharpened. It has been tested
ana

|

nounced perfect.
LARISSA LEMON
Cream is a protection for ti. 0l

all conditions of ®xl^?urfonj em°^eIlt|
sun; it is also a# valuable
and is specially recomnien shav»l

ing the beard and ensuring goothing M
used after shaving it 19
tender skins. nrePsraf

Ask your Storekeeper
for e

tions. Or write direct to

J. E. C*0SI]fhR'invercargiJi'Ythan street, bouth

Telephono— 1471.


