
JAM FETJITS-

Tho Fruit Season will soon be in

full swing, and we would advise

you to send in your order at once.

We liold auction saies every

•morning and country orders wiil

have our special attention.

OUR MART is the Recognised

FRUIT MARKET of SOUTH-

LAND.

MCKAY EROS.
AUCTIONEERS AND. LAND

AGENTS.

EXCHANGE MART.

Esk Street. ;

INVERCARGILL.

Box- 17 'Phone — 15-

Telephone
— 862.

TETE PRAM AND CYCLE 8HOP,

122 DEE STREET.

pRAME,
PUSH CARTS, PUSH

*-
CHAIR.S.

The best selection in Invercargill to

choose from.

BIGYCLES, TYRES, AND ALL CYCLE

SUNDRIES

We have just opened up a fme assorlment

of SUIT CASES — -20in, 22in, 24in,

26in. Tlie price is right. Get one for

the holiday season.

REPAIRS.— We don't reapir motor cars

nor motor cycles, but we can and
do

repair Prams andw Bicycles. AND

WE DO IT WELL.

If your Pram or Rike is beyond repair
we will sell you a new one. THAT'S

FAIR.

Thomas Bird,

122 J)EE STREET.

SPEHD THAT £50 TO THE

BEST ABYAMTAGE,

"II Y spending a pound here and a pound

there you cannot buy to the best ad-

vantage.

Make out a list and buy from the ONE

reliable firm,

VERNON SMITH & 00.
ATHENAEUM BUILDINGS,

INVERCARGILL.

Our stocks include Household Iron-

mongery, Glassware, Cutlery, Tools for all

trades — in fact everything in the house

hold line.

30,000 MTLES!

"Y ES, many
of our FRUIT CAKES have

-I- travelled right round the world and
have opened up a year later

IN PERFECT CONDITION.

Our experience in making and packing
Ornamental Cakes enables us to offer

you a

CHRISTMAS CARE

with full confidence that it will reach you
in good order and the quality will please
you.

ALL PRICES FROM 5/-

A. C. MILLARS LTD.

P.O. Box 29. Thone — 275.

FEGFES8IQNAL,

W. Macalister, B.A., LL.B. ; 8. Morell

Macalister, LL.B. ; Horace J. Macalister,

LL.B.; Alan B. Macaiister.

MACALISTER BROS.,

Barristers and Solicitors,

INVERCARGILL.

Money to Lend on approved security at

current rates.

TI G. HALL-JONES, B.A.. LL.B. (late
*
Rattray, Armstead and Murray, and

late James Harvey).

P.O. Box 48. Telephone 36.

RATTRAY & KALL-JONES,

BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS,

ESK STREET. INVERCARGILL, N.Z.

MR
CHARLES DUERDEN, Planist,

is open for engagement
at Private

Parties, Dances, Socials, etc.

FULL ORCIIESTRA SUPPLIED.

Address —

25 Princess Street, Georgetown,

Invercargill.

Jji
RIO M. RUSSELL, SOLICITOR,

Hallenstein's Buildings,

ESK STREET,

INVERCARGILL.

Money to" lend \on freehold security.

fl TOUT & LILLICEAP,
^

SOLICITORS,

Esk streek

MONEY TO LEND

On Freehold Security at Current Rates
of Interesi.

y
£ D D E L L & W A T.

BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS,

72 ESK ST. (Opp. Tirnes Office),

INVERCARGILL.

Money to Lend on apnroved

security at curr'ent rates. Soficitors
under Dischax'ged Soldiers' Settlement
Aet.

FOR THE EMFIRE'S CAUSS.

IN MEMORIAM.

HUNTER. — In loving memory of Fred
Hunter, who died in camp on December

11, 1917.

Not dead to us, we love him still,
Not-* lost but gone before;
He lives with us in memory still,
And will for evermore.

— Inserted by his loving wife and wee
1
daughtera.

4430

"The Digger."

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 17, 1920.

THE KING'S COLOUR.

The organisers of last Suiiday's cere-

mony, when the Colour of the 2nd Batta-

lion of ihe Otago Regiment was conse«-

rated and left in. St. John's Church untii

further required, are to be most heartily

congratulated. It must have heen a grea:

pleasure for Lt.-Colonel Hargest, D.S O.,

M.C., to see such a grand turn-out of

returned men in response to his

invitation to them to form the guard. And

it was undoubiedly a treat for the peorde
of Invercargill to see so many on parado
It has been suggested by some civilian or..

lookers that the work of the returned

men was markedly superior to that of the

territorials who made up the balance of

the parade. We think that fchis opinion
is perhaps a natural one for ihe public. to

form ; but as the official organ of the

returned men themselves we take this op-

portunity of thanking ihe territorials for

turning out in such 1
arg? xxuxnbers, and of

congraruxatmg them. on the manner in

which they carried om tb&it duties.

After every parade such as wre had on

Sunday last, one hears numbers of re

turned men saying Jhat they wislied they
had turned out. It is to be regretted
that every returned man does not make

a special effort to attend these parades.

In almost every case the parades are cal-

led either to" do honour to our fallen com.

rades or to commemorate some glorious in-

cident of the war. It is something of a

disgrace to be absent on such occasions;

and we hope that the example gst by the

few hundreds who paraded on Sunday
last will be followed by thousands when

we are called out again, probably on

Anzac Day.
On behalf of returned soldiers ' "Ihe

Digger" thanks every one who helped to

make last Sunday's ceremony such a suc-

cess.

Tlie officers of Southland -held a re-

union dinner in the Federal Tea Rooms on

Monday last, and spent a delightful even-

ing with sp.eeches, songs, orchestral music

and yams. The opinion was very freely

expressed that the event must become an

annUal one, and we venture to suggest to

the "otlrer ranks" of Southland that these

re-union dinners are good for all. It is

contended by some that big fortunes have

been made by many- who avoided the war

and stuck to business. This may be so,

but these big fortunes cannot buy one

fraction of the good fun and good feilow-

ship that reign when returned men gather

together for an evening. This good fel-

lowship is cur heritage from the war ; far

more valuable than gold or precious stones.

We commend any function which brings
returned men together and allows them to

enjoy this heritage to the full.

That the soldiers are settling down and

taking their place -again in the civil li/e
of the community was plainly to be seen

at the Southland 'A. aird P. Association's

Show on Tuesday and Wednesday of this

week. In the jumping competitions, per

haps particularly, ihe; Diggers wcre very
much in. evidence', and bitg of the old

familiar khaki uniform wete . much in de-

mand. It is good to see the boys getting
back into their stride in the sporting
evcnts as well as in the sterner and more

commercia.1 walks of life. The war has

given us all a keaner interest in the out-

door life. We have lived the life and

know its possibiliti.es. We have lived

arnong animals — horses particularly, and

now very few of xis are "green" when we

visit the shows. It should be good for us

and good for the A. and P. Associaticns,
and we predict that it will not be long
before the experienc.es of Diggers at tlie

other end of the world and the valuable

information they picked up in their travels

has some influence for good in the show

life oi our Dominion.

W,e all endorsed the rennn-ks made by
Mr Ilall-Jones when extending on behalf

of the soldiers a. welcome to Sir Thomas

Mackenzie, K.C.M.G., on Tuesday last.

Every returned man who has spent ti ma

in hospital in England will remember with

grateful thanks the ijnormal visits to the

hospitals made so frequently by South-

land's distinguished guest. He brought
with him an- atmospliere of Newr Zealand.

It was almost as good as a visit from our

own parents or immediate friends. What-

ever position Sir Thomas takes up in

future he can be aire of ihe support of

returned soldiers.

Mr Hall-Jones also referred to the glori
ous war record of Sir Thomas's family
and Sir Thomas in his reply proudly claim-

ed that the compliments paid to his child

ren had been richly deserved. We share

this point of view axid we wish good luck

and good fortune to them all. The ex-High
Commissioner can be justly proud of the

reputation he has made for himself and

need not be at all surprised at the warmth

of tEe welcome -which has greeted him

on his retuxn to the land of his adoption.
He has earned every bit of it.

The bachelcrs of Quarry Hills held their

annual dance in the shape of a mask ball

on Friday evening, December 3rd. They
were unfortunate in regard to weather

conditions, but, however, a fairly large

gathering turned up to enjoy the fun of

the evening, several people venturing from

as far as Invercargill. Songs and reeita-

tions wex-e rendered a.nd dancing -was car-

ried on unt-il well into the early hours of

morning. This evening will remain a

happy memory for some days to come, as

all were unanimous that an enjoyable

evening had been spent.

A big yshowing of handkercliiefs . and

gloves for Christmas. trade, As these lines

are always in great demand, we have laid

in exceptionally large stocks, enabling us

to offer these splendid. values. The noted

lisuee handkerchief, in wliite and col-

oured borders, colours guaranteed fast,

1/3. Plain and embroidered handker

cliiefs, hemstitched edges, 8d, lOd, 1/-,

1/11, 2/6. Dainty embroidered handker-

chiefs, in boxes of 4 and 6 in muslin and

linen, 4/11, 5/11, 6/11, to 21/- box. The

new coloured and coloured bordered hand-

kerchiefs, 8d, 10^d, 1/-, 1/3. Pure linen

hemstitched handkerchiefs, 6^d, 7£d, 10^d,

to 1/11. See bargain baskets of bundles

of 4 and 6 at quick sale prices. Our stock

includes all the best makes of gloves in

kid, suede, and fabric. Satisfaction guar

anteed. A visit of inspection we are con-

fident will please at H. and J. Smith,

Ltd., Prcgressive Drapers, Tay street,

Invercargill, and M&in street, Gore,

EVENTS OF THE WEEK.

One of the most outstanding facts about

the N.Z.E.F. was its democratic spix-it
which while it made officers and men

really brothers off parade, at the same

time was never fuhy understood by onr

British cousins trained in the more exact-

ing autocratic style of the army. Seldom

did one find a N.Z. or Australian officer

even remembering his official dignity when

meeting an old comrade from "down

South."

The latest example of soldier democracy
comes from Wellington, where Inspector A.

B. Charters, late Colonel A. B. Charters,

C.M.G., D.S.O., C.O., 1st Battalion Otago

Regiment), has resigixed from the Educa

tion Department) to go on the land in

partnership with his late groom of army

days. This groom, George Sexton, well-

known in Southland as an old Southland

Rugby footballer of pre-war days, saw

considerafcle service in France, where his

qualities for endurance and reliability
were sufficiently pronounced to induce

the gallant Colonel to mark old George
down for service "afies la guerre."
The scene of future bperations of Chart

ers and Co. is some where north of Auck

land, near Whangarei, where Geo. Sex

ton and the Colonel will soon be well

"dug in." All the old members.of the

Colonel's Battalion and all who knew both

of these "Diggers" will wish them the

best of luck in their new venture. The

Color.el's knowledge of "strong points"
and communication ti'enches, to say no-

thing of his expert understanding of what

should be produced by the cooks, coupled
with Sexton's army knowledge of trans-

port duties, will all be very valuable in

this new venture. Good luck to them

and may this new democratic undertaldng
be as productive of good reeults as the

other similar partherships wex-e in the

War.

Last' Sunday- s proceedings when the

King's Colour of the 2nd Battalion Otago

Regiment was ccnsecrated and deposited
in St. John's Church, reflected great credit

hn all concerned with the arrangements.

Particularly did it reflect credit on the

returned soldiers who. turned out in such

fine numbers to do honour to the memory
of their

'
old mates. This last was the

sentiment that produced the parade and

those who know what a difficult task

was undertaken cheerfully by the men

of the Guard, on Sunday, fully realised

when they saw the fine eteady march of

these hundred men, that much more than

ostentation ^>aased
the steady swing, the

firm step and the lifted head. It was

the memory of some old comrade perhaps

on Gallipoli's rugged beaches, of one per-

chance now: resting in Palestine, perhaps

it may have been the thought of a brave

old mate now lying "in Flanders fields" ;

at anyrate it was a proud yet reverent

essembly that .mov,ed through our streeta

on Sunday.
The mounted escort led by Major Mil-

lard, and composed of men some of whom

had ridden twenty or thirty miles to be

present, lent a unique touch to the parade

and added much to its imposing nature.

Th© Guard of Honour of one section, sixty

strong, composed of returned soldiers fx-om

every arm of the old Division made a par

ticularly fine show and came in for a

good deal of well-deserved praise. The

left section of the Guard, 60 Territox-ials,

voluntarily on parade, acquitted them

selves very creditably and did not in any

way let down their elder
brothers. It

was inspiring to see the Returned Soldiers

and the Territorials wo^king so keenly to

gether, and it speaks volumes foi* the fin©

spirit of the local Regiment
when we

consider that so many volunteers were

enthusiastically enrolled at one parade,

to assist the Returned Soldiers if necessary

to make the Colour party a suecess,

A most interesting part of the cerexnony

was witnessed in front of the Post Office,

-where at 3 p.m. the Coloxirs wex-e

marched on. The parade then moved by

way of Tay, Kelvin and E sk, street s to St.

John's Church, whei-e the Colour was con-

secx-ated and deposited in the safe keeping

of that institution.

The whole ceremony from beginning to

end was highly impressive ; and those

citizens who witnessed tho parade and

saw the ceremony at the Church will not

soon forget the solemnity of this fine cere

mony. i

It is no easy rnatter these days to txrm

out large military parades; for many ob-

stacles, the chief of which is the returned

man's natural modesty, which prompts him

to shun the publicity of the post-war pa

rade ground, combine to render it well

nigh impossible to get a big muster; but

Sunday's effort gave very great satisfac

tion to all who took part, and in the

opinion of many officers well qualified to

judge, the bearing and discipline of the

Guard of Honour was finer than anything

of its land yet seen in New Zealand. The

section of th© Guard composed of Terri-

torials are specially to he
congratulated,

in the first place for turning out volun
tarily and in the second place for their
good discipline which did much to make
the whole parade a success.
Tlie

^
beautifully embroidered

Colour—

embroidered very generously by the Sis.
ters of Mercy at Bluff— now repose in St.
John's Church, a silent tribute to the
imperishable glory won by those young
New Zalanders, who, from the immortal
25th of April, 1915, until 11th November,
1918, died on service, that we might live
with honour as a nation. This King's Col
our which represents the thanks of the
nation expressed graciously by His Maj-
esty the King, means a great deal to every
soldier of Southland and Otago, nay of
New Zealand, but will it not mean even
more to the kith and ltin of our old mates
who did not return.

A silent tcstimony to the sacrifices made

by our young men, this Colour must al-

ways remind us of our duty to the memory
of those departed heroes, and we
should ever keep before us the ideal for
which they died, an ideal wliich is well
sumrned up in the cheering and unselfish
words of a young and promising Otago of
ficer who after gaining his commission on
the field for consistent and fine work ;

right from the landing was killed lead-

ing his men at Messines. Writing to his j

mother before that last battle he said,
■

Mother,
in

Gallipoli days, I used to fear
j

tl>at we shoula somehow never beat the I
Hui} , there seemed so much bungling,

^

but now th j.gs are different-, we have

guns, anmiuj ition, and men in millions,
ar;d wo wiil win. For myself I carc not, j
for rny hume and my ideals are safe."

On Monday night of this week, some ]
forty officers representing almost every j
branch of the old N.Z. Division, met at ]
the Federal Tea Rooms to fight again their j
old battles and pass a few interesting ho-ux-s

'

with son-g and story. , The Chair was oc- 1

cupied by Colonel Hargest, who showed '

that he can direct the convivial barrage
as skiifully as he can lead his men in j
battle.

"Digger" Duerden's orchestra was rc- ;

sponsible for the musical part of the pro- j
ceedings ; and left nothing to be desired,

"

several fine ite-ms being particularly well i

rendered. During the evening songs were j
rendered by Captain Webber, Rae and

Mojor Rice, while considerable talent and
'

experience were displayed hy several offi- :

cers present iii the realm of after-dinner i

stories. One young staff-officer and a

popular local medico was a particular fav. |
ourite in this direction ; and some of their ,

stories bore evidence of years of close 1

study of nature.

The toast list was a brief, but well-

chosen one and besides the usual loyal

toasts, paid compliments to the N.Z. Div- j

ision, comrades of other wars, absent :

comrades, army, navy and territorials, ;

and last but not least, ihe ladies.

Amongst the officers present were two

New Zealanders (Major Gilkison, M.C.,

and Lieut. Macalister), ^
who were during

the war attached to British artillery units.

These two gentlemen were able to speak

of the New Zealanders from the point of

view of the English officer, and their re-

marks were pleasing to those men
who al-

ready were proud of
a division which, it

is claimed, was classed at the end of the

war as a first-class division. The function

altogether was a very great success and it

was the opinion of all present that the

dinner would in future be an annual

event.

Southland Summer Show attracted vis

itors from all parts of New Zealand, and

since glorious weather was experienced
on

both days, people from other centres
are

loud in their praises of our southern pro-

vince. Despite ths forec-ast by local

Scotchmen, that the 100 per cent rise in

entrance fee would be fatal to the attend.

ance the grounds were packed and Wea-

nesday was one of the
first occasions on

which the new grandstand was comforiab.

ly filled. The opinion
was expressed widely

on Wednesday amongst those well quali

fied to judge, that Southland
this year

has had the finest show of the year in
the

Dominion.

One was struck on entering the grounds

by the extent of the space occupied
by the

parked cars of all makes and
values. 1 his

was a good inctication to visitors of the

prosperity of Southland farmers.

Mr R. B. Caws is at present visitmg

Timaru to confer with the Timaru Aviatxon

Company with regard to proposed
com-

mercial fiying operations locally. Mr Caws

is a "live wire," and possessed oi
ability

in his particular line that renders hira

well fitted to organise such an undertaking

as the above proposition. Certainly
^
9

"Digger" firm does not hesitate to
at

tack" schemes wliich in their opinion
ne

^

only "push and go." Good luck
to them.

Captain Dickson, the popular
a^m^'

who visited Invercargill during the
wra er.

is coming here next week to
under


