
WHO HOLDS THE CRYSTAL RECORD FOR 2YA?

PRIZE OF £1/1/- FOR SEPTEMBER RECEPTION.

We have received some very interesting records of the distant
reception of 2YA on crystal-both Dunedin, Auckland, and evennorth thereof entering claims which we quite believe to be accurate.
This prompts the thought as to just how far away can 2YA be heard

_
satisfactorilyon crystal sets, and at how small a cost can that recep-tion be made.‘
To secure answers if possible to these questions, we propose to
offer a prize of £1 1s. for the authenticated record of the reception of2YA from the greatest distance in New Zealand throughout the
-month of September on a crystal set, preferably home-made. The
following simple conditions will apply: (1) The reception must be
certified to by some reputable person, whose name and address, to-
. gether with that of the successful entrant, will be published; (2) the
reception must take placein September, and entries will close with
us on October 10, thus giving full time for mails from distant corners
to reach us; (3) only New Zealand entries accepted; (4) cost of
crystal set to be given with prief description and whether home-madeor not; (5) in the event of difficulty in adjudicating the winner on
. distance alone, the other factors of merit in the equipment and costwill be taken into consideration, the principle being to secure the
maximum results at the lowest cust; (6) decsiion as to airline dis-
tance from 2YA will be based on the "Radio Record" map as pub-
'-jished in our issue of August 12.
. Crystal reception at great distances is usually regarded as un-but the crystal is the ‘first step to the valve set and crystal
‘users are generally most enthusiastic. As an indication of what
can be done in expert hands read this letter from E. W. Thompson,
Panama Road, Otahuhu, Auckland:."I have read in your columns of
the remarkable results obtained from crystal sets. I myself haveobtained equally good results from my crystal set. The set is a
" home-made one, and the crystal used is a Neutron. The aerial is
about 33 fet high-and 120 feet long, including lead-in, and the earthwire is 20 feet long and is secured to a well-cleaned water-pipe by a

" proper earth clip, My set is situated about nine miles from 1YA,Auckland. The stations I have received are: 1YA Auckland, 1ZB
Auckland, 2YA Wellington, 3YA Chrsitchurch, and 2FC Sydney. Ican pick up any of these stations on Monday night when 1YA Auck-jand is silent. 2YA Wellington comes in with very good strength,but fading at times is very bad, Even on nights when 1YA Auck-land is broadcasting I can hear 2YA quite dsitinctly. 3YA Christ-
church is not very loud, but speech is distinguishable. Almost anynight at all when 1YA has closed down for the night I can hear 2FC
Sydney at fair strength.

I think these results are very good for a
rystal set.’

THAT BLESSED WORD

WHAT THE LADY HEARD |

COMEDY OF ERROR AT SYA.

"T yos not swearing,’’ said. one voice
excitedly to another, but..the lady
listening in was, sure there bad been
bad. language used, and she did not
believe the fellow when he declared
he had said ‘‘jamming." Those
wretched operators at 8YA-such bad
men all radio operators are, she knewit-were having a row. ‘They were
arguing about wireless-and swearingat each other! Such profanity to send
over the air! She would not listen toit (there being other members of the
family present).
So she told her husband later about
the scandalous behaviour, and he, after
a sleepless night pondering over the
wickedness of the age and especially
of radio operators, told a reporter
about it first thing in the morning.
And the reporter told all Christchurch
about the bad language that was broad-
cast from 8YA. So that evening a
promenader of Colombo Street might
fréquently have heard, as girls and
aged men passed, "I wish I’d been
listening-in.’’ Many people perhaps
thought that it must have been themost original "turn" SYA had everut ‘on, Impromptu, too! What could
e done with a few rehearsals!
‘At 8YA the placid watets-or the
fwave-lengths, whatever the orthodox
thing is at a broadcasting station-
were a little ruffled, for to .transmit
bad language is almost a capital offence
many a worthy announcer has been
crucified by the public because of
lapses from the perfect diction of the
King’s English).
The operators were tremendously
puzzled by the allegation, and theywere exceedingly annoyed. They had
hardly spoken to one another the
whole afternoon. ‘The announcer
@cratched his head and thought hard.He, certainly, had not used bad lan-
guage. Ile then referred to the listof ‘records which had been broadcast
that day. ‘That was a dialogue one,"
he said. "That was the only. one it
could have been in, It was an amus-
ine areument but I don’t recall any
éwearing."’‘The record was run through againin the studio, and very attentively
listened to. It was about wireless,
abd in the conversation between the
dealer and his prospective customer,Cohen, the conversation hecame excit-
ed. It was evidently at this stage of
the ‘record that the good old lady, so
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full of religious fervour, chipped in.
She had heard the word ‘‘jamming,’’
the expostulations by one of the partiesthat he was not swearing (but she didnot hear the common word which
rhymes with "jam," for it was never
said). She had heard enough. Dis-
graceful of SYA operators to arguelike that and to broadcast such pro-
fanity ! |It is now stated in certain circles
that every time the good lady goesinto her pantry and sees her rows of
preserves, she thinks a bad word for
"jam.’? She will probably make or
buy marmalade in future.
The moral of this little incident is
empalmed in the motto ‘‘honi soit quimaly pense,’"? but as the lady will nodoubt have the last word, she will
say: "Hone swore --," but she would
be wrong again, for there is ‘no oper-ator at 3YA named Hone, and if there
were he would not swear.

2FC WITH CRYSTAL

SUCCESSFUL MIDNIGIUT EXPERI-
MENT.

Much was hoped from the experi-ment (conducted by 2FC, Sydney, from
their studio on August 17) of present-
ing a midnight performance in order to
test crystal set long-distance reception,when all other stations were closed
dowtt.
The results surpassed all expecta-
tions, as the shoals of telegrams, let-
ters, and cablegrams testify. Victoria, f
Queensland, Tasmania, South Australia,
West Australia, and New Zealand are
unanimous in stating that the reception
was perfect, and that even little asidesin the studio could be plainly heard.
The worst criticisms from Orange and
Cudal stated that there was a little
fading ‘between 12.80 a.m. and 1.15
a.m., but only intermittent-a most
gratifying result. ‘The programme pre-
sented, which was quite impromptu,
seems to have been universally accept-
able, and a repetition of the experi-
ment was generally requested.
There was only one humorous com-
plaint made. A gentleman stated that
his baby was kept awake, but no doubtwith the usual intelligence displayed
by Australian youngsters, it wanted to
listen in. |

A feature of the performance, of
which novelty was the keynote, was the
introduction of a lady announcer for the
occasion in the person of Miss Rene
| Maxwell.
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WHO IS THE CHAMPION
LISTENER?

MR. GREY’S RECORD

59 NATIONS ON FIVE
VALVES

In'a recent issue of the ‘Radio Re-
cord’? a report was published of Mr.
Claude P. Grey’s feat of having tunedin at loudspeaker strength no fewer
than 59 different broadcast stations.
‘They extended from the United States
to Japan, Philippine Islands, and be-
youd Australia to India. Mr. Grey em-
ployed only a 5-valve imported receiv-
ing set. A challenge was issued to. any

amateur who could be found to eclipse
this pexformancé. We would be in-
terested to hear of others rivalling or
excelling Mr. Grey’s performance. Mr.
Grey is a comparative beginner iu
radio, but is a very keen "‘listener."

IS IT WORTH IT?

"Reflex," Palmerston North, writes:-I note with very great interest your’
report re Mr. Claude P. Grey, of Shan-
non, as to New Zealand’s champion
listener. As one who is it: a posi-
tion to, and has, tried out a consider-
able number of radio sets, I wouldlike to ask where anything remark-able comes in?I myself have received several sta-_tions that Mr. Grey has trot yet log-
ged, in Australia, from where three
have been 100-watt ones. As far asI can see, it requires only super-pati-
ence, and quite a large number of calls
can be received, if one cares to sacri-
fice entertainment for the doubtful hon-
our of a few calls of stations that are
too weak to listen to. My own re-ceiver has had uuinterrupted receptionof three Australian stations from early
morning until night, on several fayour-
able conditions, which is a far more
envious record than a "record" of
calls. This set is not a super-set, but
is merely a six-valve receiver with an
added distinction of being of New Zea-
land, and also local manufacture. I
know of a four-valve receiver, owned
by an enthusiast in Feilding, that has
received Aussie during Innch hour,
and I have also heard the rumour of
an up-country listener with a Counter-
phase-eight, who has supposed to have
nearly eighty calls on his list.

74 STATIONS
LOGGED BY DEALER

INFORMATION WANTED.
Mr. S. Mackay, licensed radio dealer,
Le Bon’s Bay, writes as follows :-‘‘Just
a few lines to congratulate you on your
paper, the ‘Radio Record,’ which Ithink is grand, for its mews, pro
grammes, and useful information by
‘Meghom’ for set builders aud radio
fans who are not getting it are not
knowing what they are missing. As
regards how we reccive 2YA here, last
night (Tuesday) was the only night that
we have had any static from 2YA since
they have been on the air. I think
that is one way of overcoming static
powerful broadcasting stations. Lading
is very noticeable though at times, but
taking things on the whole, we have
nothing to growl about. There is one
thing the announcer should do; that
is announce the item before and after.
~The set I use is of New Zealand manu-
facture, ‘Dacomo 5,’ and works either
off a loop aerial or the outside aerial.I have 74 different stations at loud-
speaker strength-42 American, includ-
ing 5 Canadian, 16 Australian, 11 New
Zealand, 4 Japan, 1 Manilla. Also
stations I have had in off the loop, at
loudspeaker strength to fill a room
16ft. x 12ft. are:-KOA, KGO, KI'ON,
and WLS, of America; JOAK, Japan;
and all the leading Australian stations,
and, of course, New Zealand. It is
three years since I first listened in, and
there is ove thiug I lave noticed, and
that is this, fading wasn't nearly sobal then as what it is now-that is to

|} my idea. Conld you let me know what
Station is on the air at o’clock in the
morning? One comes in at KION
setting; another between 8YA and IVA,
and another between 2B, and 3810,
Music I have had well from these. I
have only a part of an atinouticement
of the one between 8YA and 1YA,
which is 2 or O. ‘There is something
more, but [ haven’t been lucky to pickit up. Also 1 have a short wave set.
PCJJ, Wolland came in best here ontheir 24 hour programme between 8
and 4 p.m, came in great loudspeaker

Trusting ‘you can supply: me
j with the information regarding these-- °. a soci ty thisCan any enthusiasts supply, bis al-
formation ?~Hd.] sae me

HELLO, LONDON!

TRANSATLANTIC RADIO¢ TELEPHONE

IN GENERAL USE NoW.

After little more than six months of
service, the trans-Atlantic telephone
has been transformed from a curiosity
to an every-day necessity. ‘The nov-
elty has worn away. It has been ac-
cepted by business men as part of the
routine equipment of their office life,
and to-day "Hello, London," is_spok~«
en as casually as the young flapper
calline her friend in Hoboken. .

Although figures of the actual num-ber of calls ar2 not available, telephone
company Officials report that thetrans-Atlantic service from all points
in the United States is in general use
for transacting beth business and soc-ial ‘affairs, and though occasionally the
conversations have been bothered by
static, the service compares tayourably
with long-distance calls within the
United States.
Under normal conditions it is ow
possible for a person in any part of
the United Stutes’ to telephone direct-
ly from his home or place of business
to any point in England, Scotland, and
Wales, and the time for completing
the call. is usually little longer than
for completing a call to New York.
NOT A PLAYTHING NOW.
"The novelty is all gone now," said
TY. I. Cook, who keeps tab for the
American ‘lelephone and Telegraph
on the trans-Atlantic service records.
"No one looks on the America-to-Eng- |land telephone ag a plaything any
longer, aud there are few complaints."Of course there are spots when
, connections aren’t so good, but that is
because of static conditions, and those
condifions have been greatly overcome
in the last few months. In general,
the service may be said to be on a
regular working basis, working satis-
factorily, and it is used by everyone
who wauts to transact some affair in a
lhurtrv.’?
Records of the telephone company |
show that the trans-Atlantic phone has
been put to a variety of uses. A group
of Brilish florists, wishing to dispatch
their regards to Mrs. Coolidge, sent a
basket of roses by phone. A prominent
man of the south, who has been under
the care of a physician in Paris, had a
relapse when he returned to New Or-
leans. The Trench doctor was consulted
hy phone, and prescribed for the patient
thousands of miles away.

TELEPHONES "SONG HIT."
Musicians have used it to send new‘hits’ across ‘the sea. A new song
was sung into the United States end
of the radiophone, while in London a
bandmaster took down words and har-
monits, and twenty-five minutes later
the song was in rehearsal in London.It has also been popular with pro-
minent met who wish to talk with some
one in a hurry It has been used bv
David Liovd Georve, war-time Prime
Minister of Great Britain; Sir ‘Thomas
Lipton, Lady Astor, Secretary of Coim-
merce Herbert Toover, Governor Al.
Smith, Mavor Walker of New York.
the Lord Mavor of London, the president
of the cotton exchanves in New Orleans
and Livernool, Toh MeCormack. Sin-
clair Lewis, and the Prince of Wales.
In business, records of the nhone
company show tlie trane-Atlantic phone
has heen used to comniete every vari-
etv of transaction. Yaree onerations
in stocks and honds. rubher and snoar
An American firm for example, nlaced
an order for 8,000,000 vards of Tenelis?
hroadetoth.

TRANSOCEAN PROPERTY.
Another unusual case involved the
lease of a Brooktrvn hotel. ‘To conclude
the tratisaction it was necessarv to se-
cure the consent of the former lesce-
holdet’s widow, living in Paris. This
was done bv telenhonine London. and

having an intermediary hold open a
line to Paris and relay the conversation.
"Tt is difficult to say just how manycalls are made on this service," saysMr. Cook, "‘because they come now from
such a scattered area ail over tle coun-
try from one end to the other, but it is
coming more and more into general use,
and now may be safely said to be a patt
of the routine service of the telephone
subseriber.’"’

SPORTING

NEXT WEEK’S FIX-
TURES

RUGBY AND TROTTING

Wednesday, September 14.-Canterbury
vy. South Canterbury, 3YA.
Saturday, September 17,-Canterbury Ve
Otago, 3YA
Saturday, September 17.-Auckland va
Wellington, LYA.
Saturday, September 17.-Wellington
Trotting Club’s Meeting, Hutt Races
course, 2YA,

COMING FEATURES

THE WINTERLESS NORTHLAND.
A coming feature from’2YA will be
the lecturette to be delivered by Cols
onel AHen Bell, M.P, (Bay of Islands),
on Monday, September 19. Colonel Bellwill discourse on the beauties and po-
tentialities of that territory lying be« .
tween Auckland City and the North
Cape and Spirits Bay, now gener
ally known as "The Winterless Northeland."’
A later lecturette will be "To the
Winterless Northland on Wiugs.’? Col« |
onel Bell is a vigorous personality and
a forceful speaker, and his addresses
will be. interesting.
RADIO LECTURES AT 3YA.

. Commencing on Monday, September
26, lectures on radio ate to be givem
regularly at 3YA on the second and
fourth Mondays of every month. These
talks will be given byl Mr. C. R. Rusesell, B.Sc.. the well-known Christe
church authority on radio,

SHARPER TUNING

FOR BROADCAST STATIONS,

Sharper tuning of broadcast stations
is a long-felt want, to cnable listeners
to enjoy a programme without interfer
ence from another station. Mr. Huga
Gernsback, editor of the New York
"Radio News," says: "Recently one
of our great radio manufacturing cor
porations made the announcement thatit is now possible, by meats of a new
method called "frequency modulation,"
to make the transmission of a radio sta
tion so sharp that it will be possible
to have many more broadcast stations
operating, in the vicinity of each other,
than hitherto; and thus to do awaywith practically all station interference,
This seems a step in the right direction,
and, if sets can be built that will tune
sharply enough, the radio millenium,
so long expected, may, after all, come
about at a not-too-distant future."

THE FIVE-VALVE NEUTRODYNE
From Mr. Treston Billing’s diagram
of a five-valve neutrodyne given in last
week’s issue, the grid leak and com
denser were omitted. They should be
placed above the 200A detector valve
in the lead, from the grid of the valvé
and before the junction of leads ta
|
the coil and condenser respectively t¢the left of valve.

GILFTLLAN RADIO

GIIFHIAN
Model2s

ConpleteSatisfaction inTone;_Selectivity;andRange
Powerfulcompact4-5-6ValveModels. ModelNr25
illustratedhasoutstandingfeaturesofSingleTuning
Controlandtheseparatemetalshieldingofthethree
radiostageswhich givethehighestdegreeofselec-
tivity, clearreproduction and purest tone quality.Sixvalvesare;used,including'8powervalve. Thesethasthree
stagesofradioandtwostagesofaudiofrequencyamplification;
Cabinet 18 hand carved brown mahogany, with handgome satix finigh,

AlL goo1 Iadlo Dealers stock (HII.FILIAN:
GILFILLANFOIRADIO SATISTACTION.
ControllingNewZealandAgents:~
~RADI0 LIMITED

WRIGHT' S BUILDINGS, FORT STREET, AUCKLAND.
Sub-AgentsforWellington;'WairarapaandManawatuDistricts :
Harringtont (NZLtd,Willis Street, Wellington.

tn a Memorial Day programme of
KOA, Denver, U.S.A., were included
addresses by Theodore Roosevelt and
Woodrow Wilson, which had been
stored up on plionograph records, and
were thus giyen again to the air.


